
“The Power of Corporate Prayer”!

Acts 4:23-31!

Several years ago, there was a fascinating news story that made headlines 

around the world.  In November of 2008, BBC news reported the story of a 

Russian Orthodox church being stolen by thieves.  Last seen in July of that year, 

it was reported: !

“…a 200 year old church building has disappeared from a village in central 

Russia.  Orthodox officials had intended to re-open the abandoned building and 

begin services again.”  !

But imagine their surprise when they came to the place where the church had 

stood and saw nothing.  Now, it is certainly not uncommon in remote areas of 

Russia for vacant churches to have their gilded icons and other valuables stolen 

by thieves.  But now an entire church building had been stolen.  How?  Well, 

sometime in early October thieves made off with it brick by brick.  What I found 

interesting was this line—“The disappearance of the Church of the Resurrection 

was not immediately noticed.”!

When I read that, I could not help but be reminded that this is what happens 

whenever the church forfeits her birthright, when she forsakes her first love, and 

when she abandons her true mission.  Jesus said:!

Matthew 16:18—“I will build My church, and the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it.”!

And yet the enemy of all souls would love nothing more than to dismantle the 

church brick by brick.  One of his tactics is to muddy the water through misplaced 



priorities.  Our whole reason for existence can become lost in a maze of 

misplaced priorities.  !

Before we know it, what began as a movement to make disciples can get 

sidetracked with building projects, programming, rehearsals for this and that, the 

Wednesday night supper menu, and the list goes on.  We can become so 

focused on maintenance that we overlook what is most important—the mission.!

Richard C. Halverson—“In the beginning the church was a fellowship of men 

and women centered on the living Christ.  Then the church moved to Greece, 

where it became a philosophy.  Then it moved to Rome, where it became an 

institution.  Next, it moved to Europe, where it became a culture.  And finally, it 

moved to America, where it became an enterprise.”!

Professionalism has replaced prayerfulness on the part of today’s church.  The 

church has turned to men of degree to solve all of her problems; if we follow 

certain marketing formulas, then we will have instance success.!

The first century church didn’t have any professionals to tell them how they ought 

to do things. There were no seminary trained men, no conventions, and no “how 

to” books.  They had none of the things that we would say are necessary.  But 

the power of God was at work in their lives, and that made all the difference.  !

The reason was that they made prayer their first priority!!

When you read the book of Acts, you will discover that the church Jesus builds is 

a spiritual house marked by certain distinctives, gripped by certain convictions.  

I’ve determined that there are at least six of these convictions.  I want us to look 

at these over the next few weeks.  My goal is to look at what is important to the 



church in Acts, and then see whether or not these same convictions grip us as a 

church.  We need to be moved by what moved them!!

The first conviction has to do with prayer.  The first century church believed in the 

power of corporate prayer.  That simply means they made it their regular practice 

to pray together.  Prayer was not something that was peripheral to their 

gatherings—it was central.!

Visit your local Christian bookstore and you will discover that the fiction section 

occupies a more prominent place than the section devoted to books on prayer.  

The reason is that prayer is hard.  It is something that all of us know we ought to 

give ourselves to, but all of us are weak.  And yet nothing unleashes the power of 

God in the church like prayer does.  This is why Satan opposes it so much.!

The church in the book of Acts multiplied disciples because they gave 

themselves to prayer.  In fact, the church was born out of a prayer meeting in the 

very first chapter:!

Acts 1:14—“…all those with one accord were devoting themselves to 

prayer.”!

When they needed someone to fill the empty spot left by Judas Iscariot, verse 24 

says that they prayed.  When the day of Pentecost arrived, 2:1 says they were all 

together in one place.  The Spirit of God came to indwell the believers.!

Peter preaches the gospel to those who had gathered in Jerusalem, and three 

thousand believe.  What do they do after they come to faith in Christ?!

Acts 2:42—“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”!

Prayer absolutely saturates the book of Acts.  There is a pattern that emerges:!



• Prayer goes up!

• Power comes down!

• People go out!

Here’s a principle that I want us to embrace: “We believe in corporate prayer 

because without the Spirit’s power we cannot accomplish God’s mission.”!

The church in the book of Acts believed this, and it is evident through the way 

that they gave themselves to prayer.  Whenever they came together, prayer was 

central to their gathering.  We especially see this in Acts 4 where the new church 

came together after their first experience with persecution.  !

From this passage, I want to draw your attention to three characteristics of a 

prayer meeting that literally shook the house.!

1.  The CRISIS that precedes corporate prayer (4:23a)!

“When they were released…”!

If you go back and read the first part of the chapter, you will find out that Peter 

and John had been arrested by the religious authorities because they were 

preaching Jesus.!

It all started in chapter 3 with the healing of a lame man at the gate of the temple.  

The Bible says that Peter and John were going up to the temple together at the 

hour of prayer.  On their way, they were asked by him to give him alms.  !

3:4-10—“And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, ‘Look at 

us.’  And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something 

from them.  But Peter said, ‘I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I 

give to you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!’  



And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his 

feet and ankles were made strong.  And leaping up he stood and began to 

walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising 

God.  And all the people saw him walking and praising God, and recognized 

him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms.  

And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to 

him.”!

The people who had gathered were so amazed that they came to see what had 

happened.  Peter then seized the opportunity to preach the gospel.  He says, 

“Why do you stare at us, as though by our own power we have made this man 

walk?”  The miracle was not by their own power, but through the power of the 

risen Christ.  !

It would create such a stir among the people that the next chapter begins by 

saying:!

4:1-4—“And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the 

captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed 

because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the 

resurrection from the dead.  And they arrested them and put them in 

custody until the next day, for it was already evening.  But many of those 

who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to 

about five thousand.”!

What I want you to see is that it was this healing of the lame man and the stir is 

created among that people that precipitated the first crisis that the fledgling 

church would face.  Prayer is the way they responded to the crisis.!



There are seven total ‘crises’ experienced by the church in Acts, and each one 

represented a crisis that threatened to derail the church from God’s agenda:!

• Peter and John are threatened to stop preaching Jesus (4:17-18, 33)!

• Ananias and Sapphira violate the holiness of the church (5:9, 14)!

• The apostles are arrested and beaten (5:40, 42)!

• The widow conflict poses a potential church split (6:1, 7)!

• Persecution breaks out after Stephen’s stoning (8:1, 4)!

• Herod kills James and imprisons Peter (12:1-11)!

• Jews and Gentiles at odds over circumcision (15)!

When the enemy could not dismantle the church by external circumstances, he 

tried to destroy the church through internal strife.  And each time, corporate 

prayer was an integral part of resolving the crisis and keeping the church focused 

on her main objective.!

Crisis is the fuel for prayer!  This explains why God allows negative events in our 

lives that we can’t fix on our own, forcing us to pursue Him in prayer out of the 

desperation of our circumstances.  Only heaven can fix what earth cannot!!

illus. of War Room!

When I refer to a ‘crisis,’ I’m not necessarily referring to bad circumstances or 

pain.  Often this is the case.  I’m using the word ‘crisis’ to refer to a deep sense of 

need.  We often don’t pray until some ‘crisis’ arises to remind us of our deep 

sense of need where become God-dependent.!



Go back through the Old Testament and see just how many times that some 

crisis led to focused, burdened, corporate prayer in the lives of God’s people.  

You will be amazed.  !

For instance:!

• Joshua and the elders of Israel pray after Israel’s defeat at Ai (Joshua 7:6)!

• Prayer in the life of David (Psalm 73, 86)!

• Dedication of Solomon’s temple (2 Chronicles 6-7)!

• Hezekiah’s prayer (2 Kings 19)!

• Ezra and Nehemiah lead the people to pray at the dedication of Jerusalem 

(Nehemiah 8-9)!

In each instance in the Old Testament, the typical pattern is that the people cry 

out to God, but the answer comes to the representative prophet, priest, or king.  

One spokesman prays on behalf of the people.  This radically changes in the 

New Testament, however.!

Early in Acts, the 120 are gathered in prayer.  The group prays for wisdom in 

knowing who Judas’ replacement should be, and the answer is given to the 

group.  After Peter and John are released, the church cries out for boldness and 

the church is given an answer.  In Acts 6, the church prays over the seven who 

are selected.  The church prays for Peter’s release in Acts 12.  Groups are 

praying, not merely individuals on behalf of the group.!

What made all the difference?  It is the practical result of the veil being torn!  It is 

the personal result of the Spirit being given.  Now through the finished work of 

Christ, every child of God has access to the throne of God.  The fact that every 



Christian can know God experientially creates the possibility for us to experience 

Him corporately.!

In the New Testament, we read that the majority of God’s recorded workings 

came when His people prayed together.  !

Before we will ever truly pray together as a church, we have to be moved by 

crisis.  We must understand the depth of our need before God, desperate for Him 

to move.!

Jim Cymbala—“Prayer cannot truly be taught by principles and seminars and 

symposiums.  It has to be born out of a whole environment of felt need.  If I say, ‘I 

ought to pray,’ I will soon run out of motivation and quit; the flesh is too strong.  I 

have to be driven to pray.” !

American culture is probably the hardest place on earth to learn how to pray.  We 

are so busy that when we slow down to pray, we find it awkward and 

uncomfortable.  We place a high value on productivity.  We’ve got to be doing 

something.  We prize accomplishments.  But prayer is talking to a God who 

remains unseen.  It feels like we are wasting time, spinning our wheels without 

ever getting anywhere.!

I think that we easily lose sight of just how desperate our situation is.  Without 

God, we cannot succeed.  A crisis is beneficial at this point because it leads to 

desperation.!

2.  The CONFIDENCE that sustains corporate prayer (4:23b-28)!

“…they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders 

had said to them.  And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God 

and said, ‘Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and 



everything in them, who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said 

by the Holy Spirit, ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain?  The 

kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against 

the Lord and against his Anointed’—for truly in this city there were gathered 

together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and 

Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever 

your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.”!

The prayer that is born out of crisis is not rote prayer, sort of like the “Now I lay 

me down to sleep” kind of prayer.  !

Their prayer is born out of a sense of desperation.  I want you to notice the 

deeply held truths about God that are being verbally expressed through the 

prayer of the church.   !

Their prayer affirms truths such as:!

• Creation—their prayer recognizes that God is Creator and as such, all power 

is rightfully His; He is omnipotent Lord of heaven and earth!

Jeremiah 33:2-3—“Thus says the LORD who made the earth, the LORD who 

formed it to establish it—the LORD is His name: Call to Me and I will 

answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not 

know.”!

• Inspiration—their prayer recognizes that Scripture is given by the direct 

superintendence of the Holy Spirit; He is the God who has revealed Himself 

to us!

• Sovereignty—their prayer recognizes that His will and purposes may be 

opposed, but never thwarted; He is sovereign and over all!



The prayer that is recorded here is the verbalization of deeply held faith.  It is the 

acknowledgment that only God is the answer to the dilemma they face.  Only 

God can move His church forward past insurmountable odds.  Only God can 

make His people successful.!

In its most basic sense, prayer is simply asking God to make good on His 

promise.  It is savoring His goodness while trusting His grace, loving His person 

while seeking His provision.!

Their prayer here reflects the corporate pattern for prayer that Jesus taught His 

disciples in Matthew 6.  The Lord’s Prayer, or model prayer, is corporate in its 

application.  You say, “What do you mean by that?”!

The very first word of the Lord’s Prayer is plural.  Jesus taught His followers to 

pray, “Our Father.”  It emphasizes relationship.  We are in relationship to God as 

our Father, and we are in relationship to one another as brothers and sisters.!

You see this closeness of relationship reflected through the prayer life of the 

church in Acts.  Peter and John are going to the temple together to pray.  After 

their release from the authorities, they go their fiends and together the church lifts 

up their voices to God.  Nothing brings the family of God closer than praying 

together.!

John Onwuchekwa—“Prayer was never meant to be a merely personal exercise 

with personal benefits, but a discipline that reminds us how we’re personally 

responsible for others.  This means that every time we pray, we should actually 

reject an individualistic mindset.  We are not just individuals in relationship with 

God, but we are part of a community of people who have the same access to 

God.” !



As those who call on Him through faith in Jesus the Son, God is now our Father!!

• Our Father listens and inclines His ear to us!

• Our Father shows us His compassion despite our many weaknesses!

• Our Father covers us with grace even though we deserve His wrath!

• Our Father provides for our needs and showers us with good gifts!

• Our Father disciplines us for our own good!

This is the confidence we must have in order for corporate prayer to be more 

than just a transitional part of our service or a routine way to begin a class.  It is 

the collective soul reflex of those who are the redeemed, blood bought people of 

God.  !

Notice the prayer recorded here in Acts 4 reflects a way of thinking that is God-

centered rather than man-centered.  It is about the success of God’s plans.  !

Jesus taught His followers to pray this way:!

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.” !

This is more than something to memorize like a good luck charm.  Prayer is 

about the glory of God’s name.  It is about the priority of His kingdom agenda.  It 

is about the execution of His will.   !

Not only is their prayer centered on the person of God; it is also grounded in the 

Word of God.  Notice in verse 25 how the church expresses their confidence in 

the inspiration and authority of Scripture.  No wonder the church was equipped 

with the power of God!  They believed the promises of God in His Word.!



Corporate prayer, in order for it to truly be effective, must be empowered by 

God’s Spirit and informed by God’s Word.  Jesus said: !

John 15:7—“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you.”!

Psalm 37:4—“Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires 

of your heart.”!

Through His Word, God reveals His intentions to us.  And through prayer, we call 

on His name and surrender ourselves to do His will.  His will being carried out on 

earth must be our number one desire. !

I want you to think about how you see this reflected here in the text.  Notice that 

they don’t pray for their circumstances to change.  Their own creature comforts 

are not the focus of their corporate prayer.  What do they ask God for?  Look at 

verse 29:!

“And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to Your servants to continue to 

speak Your word with all boldness.”!

They don’t pray for their burdens to be lifted; they pray for more boldness to be 

given.  !

“Boldness”—refers to a state of confidence in the face of intimidating 

circumstances !

Much of our praying deals with our own self-interests if we were to be completely 

honest.  We often pray to become more comfortable, not more courageous.!



Phillips Brooks—“Do not pray for easy lives.  Pray to be stronger men and 

women.  Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers.  Pray for powers equal to 

your tasks.”  !

While you are looking for a way of escape from certain circumstances, what if 

God wants you to look to Him for divine enablement?  He will supply you with the 

grace and power you need for whatever situation you face.!

3.  The COURAGE that follows corporate prayer (4:29-31)!

“And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to Your servants to continue to 

speak Your word with all boldness, while You stretch out Your hand to heal, and 

signs and wonders are performed through the name of Your holy servant Jesus.’  

And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was 

shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the 

word of God with boldness.”!

In the face of threats and opposition, the church prayed for boldness to continue 

to speak the word of God.  Their circumstances may have changed, but their 

mission had not.  There was no persecution clause in the Great Commission!  

Christ advances His gospel through the discomfort and passionate prayer of His 

people.  They needed courage that comes only through time spent in the 

presence of God.  Witnessing is more about courage than it is a class.  We think 

that we have to take a class in order to be a faithful witness for Jesus.  While 

tools are certainly helpful, the only thing you need is a personal testimony and 

the Spirit’s power that comes through prayer.!

Pay attention to what happens after they had prayed together.  Verse 31 says 

that even the place where they had gathered was physically shaken!!



God answers the prayer that is centered around His purposes and passionate for 

His glory.!

We all are sitting here today because God answered the prayer of the early 

church.  God gave them the boldness they needed to declare the message of 

Jesus.  I am a Christian today because they were bold enough to share their faith 

with someone else who got saved and also became bold enough to share their 

faith.  It goes on! !

Conclusion:!

Are you a man or woman of prayer?  Don’t you want to be a part of a church that 

prays together?!

One of my heroes in ministry is Charles Haddon Spurgeon.  Most of us are all 

familiar with Spurgeon the preacher, but you may not realize that he led his 

church to be a praying church.  !

On one occasion, five young ministerial students were spending a Sunday in 

London, so they went to hear Spurgeon preach.  While waiting for the doors to 

open, they were greeted by a man who said, “Gentlemen, let me show you 

around.  Would you like to see the boiler room of this church?”  They were not 

particularly interested, for it was a hot day in July.  But they didn't want to offend 

the stranger, so they consented.  The young men were taken down a stairway, a 

door was quietly opened, and their guide whispered, “This is our boiler room.”  

Much to their surprise, the students saw 700 people bowed in prayer, seeking a 

blessing on the service that was soon to begin in the massive auditorium above.  

As he closed the door, the gentleman then introduced himself—it was Spurgeon 

himself.!



Charles Spurgeon—“The condition of the church may be very accurately 

gauged by its prayer meetings.  So is the prayer meeting a grace-ometer, and 

from it we may judge of the amount of divine working among a people.  If God be 

near a church, it must pray.  And if He be not there, one of the first tokens of His 

absence will be a slothfulness in prayer.”!

Jesus Christ died on a cross to that the veil could be torn for you and for me.  His 

sacrifice satisfied the demands of a holy God.  We can pray because He opened 

up the way of access for those who come to God through faith in Him.  His 

resurrection and ascension to heaven makes our prayer lives effective.  It means 

that He is presently at the Father’s right hand to intercede on our behalf.  !

Do you know Him personally?  If not, then I urge you now to call upon His name 

in faith.  Come to Jesus Christ.!

“Father, forgive us for our prayerlessness!  We are weak, but You are strong.  

Teach us to pray, Lord.  Our situation is truly desperate, but You are our 

Sovereign God.  May we truly become a praying church.  If we are ever going to 

make disciples, it will only come as a result of You moving in response to our 

praying.  Change the lives of people, and do the supernatural among us!  In 

Jesus’s name, Amen.”


