
“There’s a Flood Coming”!
Genesis 6-9!

One of the worst natural disasters to ever occur in the history of our country happened 
on May 31, 1889, in an event now referred to by historians as “The Johnstown Flood.”  
The flood was the result of the catastrophic failure of the South Fork Dam on the Little 
Conemaugh River that was some 14 miles upstream from the little valley town of 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania.  The dam gave way after several consecutive days of 
extremely heavy rainfall.  David McCullough, in his book about the Johnstown Flood, 
quotes a man by the name of Victor Heiser who survived the ordeal.  !

Victor Heiser - “The townspeople, like those who lived in the shadow of Vesuvius, grew 
calloused to the possibility of danger.  ‘Sometime,’ they thought, ‘that dam will give way, 
but it won’t ever happen to us!’”!

Earlier in the day, a telegraph message came into the local dispatch tower from the next 
tower up the valley to the east:!

South Fork Dam is liable to break: Notify the people of Johnstown to prepare for the 
worst. -Operator!

At Johnstown the message was received at the telegraph office at the local depot only a 
few minutes later.  The freight agent, Frank Deckert, was told that it had come in; he 
glanced at it but did not stop to read it.  It created no alarm in his mind, for he had heard 
such warnings before.  When he passed the word along to a few people who happened 
to be in the station, their response was the same as his.  Two men who were shown the 
message read it and even laughed out loud.  No further effort was made to spread the 
warning to the people of Johnstown.!

Well, on May 31, 1889, the dam broke, it released some 20 million tons of water into the 
valley below.  With a volumetric flow rate that temporarily equaled that of the mighty 
Mississippi River, the flood killed 2,209 people and caused nearly $20 million in property 
damage, which would be equal to nearly half a billion today.  The warnings were 
ignored.!



I heard the story of a man who survived the Johnstown Flood who went on to become a 
well-known circuit rider who loved to tell his story.  One day, the man died and went to 
heaven.  Peter met the man and asked him if there was anything he would like to do, 
and he said, “Well, I’d love to get a crowd together and tell them how I survived the 
Johnstown Flood.”  To which Peter said, “I don’t think that will be a problem.  We’ll make 
it happen.”  Sometime later, the crowd had gathered in heaven to hear the man tell his 
story about how he survived the Johnstown Flood.  But before the man got up to speak, 
Peter pulled him aside and said, “We’ve got the crowd together to hear you, but there’s 
something you should know before you speak.”  The man asked, “Oh, what might that 
be?”  Peter responded, “I thought you'd want to know that Noah is on the front row…”!

The story of Noah and the great flood is perhaps one of, if not the most well known story 
found in the Bible.  In fact, it is one of the first stories that we teach our children.  Plenty 
of parents down through the years have decorated their newborn baby’s room with a 
Noah’s ark theme.!

Have you ever thought how crazy that is, by the way?  What do you do when your kid 
says, “Tell me a bedtime story before I go to sleep!”  And you tell them the story of the 
ark…!

“Hush little baby, don’t you cry; God is gonna send a flood and everyone is gonna die!”!

From what the Bible tells us, more than the stuff of nursery rhymes, the flood narrative is 
the stuff of nightmares.  It is the story of a world-wide flood that God sends to kill every 
living thing that lives on the earth.  Sweet dreams, kiddies!!

Much more than the flood account being the story of how God determined to destroy 
His creation, it is more so the story of how God determined to preserve His creation and 
save it from mankind’s pervasive sin and corruptive influence.!

Though the story the is about the severity of God’s judgment, it is more so about the 
salvation He brings through His judgment.!



I want to point out at least three observations from the text, and then close with some 
points of application for us.  !

1.  The CORRUPTION sin brings (6:1-7)!

There is a verse from the book of Romans that says something along the lines of how 
sin becomes exceedingly sinful.  It is like a poisonous root that grows and grows until it 
produces the bitter fruit of unrighteousness and death.  Like a cancer, it spreads and 
destroys, corrupts and kills.!

Such is the case with Adam’s sin.  We begin seeing just how serious the sin problem is 
in chapter 4 as Cain murders his brother.  The consequences of sin are further seen in 
their descendants who are envious, lustful, and bloodthirsty.  !

One of Cain’s great-great-great grandchildren was named Lamech who is described in 
Genesis 4:19-24 as being a man full of lust and vengeance, as well as a murderer.  The 
sin of Adam comes full circle as Adam and his descendants return to dust, just as the 
Lord God had decreed.!

As the sin of man became more pervasive, the Bible says that the Lord God saw how 
the thoughts of man were only evil continually.  The initial sin of disobeying the word of 
the Lord in the garden had spread like a cancer, and all were infected from birth.  Based 
on what we are told in the first few verses of Genesis 6, human society became 
extremely perverse, so much so that God determined to bring divine judgment upon the 
world in the form of a flood.  How bad did it get?!

Kent Hughes sort of summarizes the downward spiral of the pre-flood world as recorded 
in Genesis 6:1-4 and says:!

• marriage was demonized—sons of God, daughters of men!

• immorality was prioritized—men of renown!

• violence was idolized—earth was filled with it!



The portrait that we are given of pre-flood civilization is one dominated by lust and 
sexual perversion, as well as violence and bloodshed.  God-ordained boundaries were 
removed and society became characterized by an “anything goes” mindset.!

As a result, the creation that God had made was jeopardized.!

Plenty of people have a hard time understanding why God would destroy the world that 
He made.  Sometimes people will say something along the lines, “If God is all-knowing, 
then why did He create a world that He knew He would have to destroy?”  Tim Keller 
says the answer lies in the fact that God must have something far better in mind in the 
future.!

Genesis 6:6 - “And the Lord regretted that He had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved Him to His heart.”!

This speaks of God’s pain that was brought on by man’s sinfulness.  The word ‘grieved’ 
literally means deep hurt.  We often think of the pain that we feel when confronted with 
the truth of divine judgment, but what about the pain that God feels?!

The sin of man brought great pain to the heart of God.  Even though God knew in His 
sovereignty that the man He created would sin against Him and expose creation to 
corruption, God went forward with it, knowing it would personally bring Him great pain.  
God tolerates this pain and grief in His own heart because He must know something 
that we don’t!  He’s got a better future in mind for us than we have for ourselves.!

illus. of dad saying, “This hurts me more than it hurts you.”!

Genesis 6:7 - “So the Lord said, I will blot out man whom I have created from the 
face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, 
for I am sorry that I have made them.”!

This speaks of God’s plan that He purposed to do in response to man’s pervasive 
sinfulness.  In verse 8, the story picks up with Noah and describes him as a man who 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  God’s plan involves a man through whom He will 
save creation, even though He is going to judge the world.!



All of Scripture is the record of God saving His people through His divine judgment on 
sin because He knows that sin is the most destructive, corruptive, pervasive force in the 
universe.  As such, it must be met with the full force of His wrath.!

Think about how sin becomes exceedingly sinful and corrupts everything that man 
touches:!

• individuals!

• marriages!

• families!

• societies!

God loves His creation too much to let sin win the day.  He determines to cleanse it from 
corruption.!

2.  The JUDGMENT God decrees (6:8-7:24)!

In response to the corruption sin brings, notice in the text the judgment God decrees in 
order to cleanse His world from the corruption that was destroying it.  !

The cleansing that God decrees comes in the form of a global flood.  Water is symbolic 
of cleansing.  For this reason, baptism is a symbol of God’s judgment on sin.  Peter 
says:!

1 Peter 3:18-21 - “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but 
made alive in the spirit…God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 
through the water.  Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 
removal as dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”!



Baptism is a picture of God’s judgment on sin as well as His rescue of the sinner who 
trusts in His grace found in Christ.!

God decrees that the world be destroyed by a flood of water because of the corruption 
brought on by man’s sin.  Divine judgment is necessary, or sin left to its continued 
downward course would completely destroy the world.  No half-measures!!

Pay careful attention to what the Lord says to Noah:!

Genesis 6:11-13 - “Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was 
filled with violence.  And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all 
flesh had corrupted their way on earth.  And God said to Noah, I have determined 
to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them.  
Behold, I will destroy them with the earth.” (same word for ‘corrupt’ and ‘destroy’)!

God is saying, “I am going to destroy the destruction.”  Not eradicate His creation, but 
destroy the destructive influence that was destroying His good creation.    !

God’s divine judgment is always on the destructive influence of sin.  He will destroy that 
which destroys.  A lot of people bristle at the notion of divine judgment.  They like to 
think of God solely in terms of His love, while rejecting the truth of His wrath.!

J.D. Greear tells the story of Miroslav Volf, one of his personal heroes who lived through 
the oppression and genocides of Croatia.  He said that the only one who believes that 
God is all love and no wrath is someone who has lived in the suburbs all their life and 
has never experienced true injustice.!

Born in Croatia, Miroslav Volf came of age in communist Yugoslavia, where he 
witnessed the ethnic tensions between the Croats and Serbs.  After the fall of 
communism in 1991, those tensions escalated into a bloody conflict known as the 
Bosnian War that killed more than 100,000 people.!

Now a lecturer at Yale, Miroslav Volf has proposed a thesis that has not been refuted, 
the idea that the practice of nonviolence requires a belief in divine vengeance.!



Miroslav Volf - “My thesis that the practice of nonviolence requires a belief in divine 
vengeance will be unpopular with many, especially in the West.  To the person who is 
inclined to dismiss it, I suggest imagining that you are delivering a lecture in a war zone.  
Among your listeners are people whose cities and villages have first been plundered, 
then burned and leveled to the ground, whose daughters and sisters have been raped, 
whose fathers and brothers have had their throats slit.  The topic of your lecture: a 
Christian attitude toward violence.  The thesis: we should not retaliate since God is 
perfect non-coercive love.  Soon you would discover that it takes the quiet of a 
suburban home for the birth of the thesis that human nonviolence corresponds to God’s 
refusal to judge.  In a scorched land, soaked in the blood of the innocent, it will 
invariably die.  And as one watches it die, one will do well to reflect about many other 
pleasant captivities of the liberal mind.” !

In other words, when you watch your family be murdered before your very eyes, as he 
himself had personally witnessed, the only way you can keep it from driving you insane 
is by knowing that there is a God who will one day take up the sword. !

This is why Paul could say what he did in Romans 12:!

Romans 12:17-21 - “Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all.  If possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all.  Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of 
God, for it is written, Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says the Lord.  To the 
contrary, if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.  Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”!

God is love, but His love in no way displaces or negates His wrath.  In fact, if He did not 
judge sin in the fierceness of His wrath, He would not be truly loving.!

God does love you, but there is something that He love more than you—His own 
holiness.  He loves His glory too much to allow the wicked to go unpunished.  He loves 



His creation too much to let it persist in sin and rebellion.  Therefore, He will baptize it in 
His judgment to cleanse it from sin’s corruption.!

3.  The GRACE Noah receives (6:8; 8:1-9:29)!

These chapters reveal the truth that sin leads to judgment, but also that God’s grace is 
our only hope.  The flood narrative is about divine judgment, but it is also about divine 
grace.!

Noah stands out from the rest of his generation like a splash of color on a black and 
white page.  We are told at least three things that were true of his life:!

• he found grace in God’s sight!

• he was a righteous and blameless man!

• he walked with God!

Noah did not find grace because he was righteous; Noah was righteous because he 
had found grace.  Notice that the grace he experienced in God’s eyes preceded the 
statement that he was righteous.!

In His grace, God tells Noah what He is about to do and gives him the command to 
build an ark.  God Himself will give Noah the blueprints for this ark and will preserve 
Noah and the life of his family safely within.!

God’s grace is further seen through Noah’s obedience.!

For more than a century, Noah preaches the truth about judgment, mercy, and grace.  
The New Testament says that Noah was a preacher of righteousness.  !

2 Peter 2:5 - “God did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald 
of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of 
the ungodly.”!

We are first introduced to Noah at the the close of chapter 5 where reference is made to 
him being 500 years old and being the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  Verse 3 in 



the very next chapter says that God determines man’s days to be 120 years, a 
reference to the fact that it would be 120 years from that point until the time of the flood.!

The point is that Noah was a witness to his generation for many years before the flood 
came.  This speaks of God’s grace.!

Ezekiel 33:11 - “As I live, declares the Lord, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live.”!

2 Peter 3:9 - “The Lord is not slow to fulfill to His promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that 
all should reach repentance.”!

God is not a petulant tyrant with a short fuse.  He is gracious and patient and gives men 
plenty of time and ample opportunity to repent of his sinfulness.  !

But there comes a point when God says, “Enough is enough.”!

Can you imagine what must have been said about Noah by those in his generation who 
made fun of him and thought he was crazy?  Perhaps the conversation went something 
like this:!

“What are you building, Noah?”!

I’m building an ark.!

“What’s an ark, Noah?”!

It is a really big boat.!

“Why are you building it far away from the sea, Noah?”!

Because it is going to rain and God is going to destroy the world in a great flood.!

“What is rain, Noah?”!

It is where water falls from the sky to the earth.  God said so.!



Day in and day out, the sound of Noah’s hammer against the wooden planks that made 
up the ark were heard by Noah’s generation.  Still, they did not believe.!

2 Peter 3:10 - “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens 
will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.  Since 
all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in 
lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly 
bodies will melt as they burn!”!

One day out of the blue, the lightning began to flash, the thunder began to roll, and the 
rain of God’s judgment began to fall.  Imagine how it must have taken Noah’s 
generation by surprise!  Perhaps as the water began to rise, they all ran to the ark, only 
to discover that the door had been closed and sealed as Noah and his family were safe 
within.!

This story is extremely relevant, for Jesus said:!

Matthew 24:36-39 - “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even 
the angels of heaven, not the Son, but the Father only.  For as were the days of 
Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until after the flood came 
and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”!

The waters of God’s judgment prevail upon the earth for nearly a year.  Can you 
imagine being on a boat with your in-laws and 35,000 animals?  Wow…!

However, 8:1 begins by saying, “But God remembered Noah…”!

The first thing that Noah does when he leaves the ark is to make an altar and offer a 
burnt sacrifice to God.  Upon being rescued from judgment, his first thoughts are toward 
God.  He worships the Lord according to what 8:20 says.  !



Kent Hughes - “The burnt offering described here represented Noah’s total surrender 
and dedication to God.  The offering was totally incinerated to picture the total giving of 
oneself…As it was burnt and then incinerated to ashes, Noah was indicating in effect, 
‘All my life is Yours—everything!’” !

The original commission given to Adam and Eve is also given to Noah and his family.  
They were to be fruitful and multiply, to procreate and fill the earth.  It has always been 
true, and always will be true, that children are a blessing from the Lord.!

And yet as righteous as Noah was, he wasn’t a perfect man.  No sooner than he and his 
family are out of the ark, we still see the lingering effects of sin.  Sin also went into the 
ark with Noah.!

Sin, judgment, and grace—this pattern will be seen throughout the rest of Scripture.  
Man is sinful and disobedient to God, going astray from the womb.  God is holy and 
righteous, and as such, must judge our sin.  Yet there is grace to be found in God’s sight 
as our salvation from sin is dependent upon Him, and this grace is perfectly seen in the 
gift of His Son to the world.!

What we learn from these chapters:!

• Sin grieves God’s heart and He must judge it; this is an expression of His perfect 
character; since He takes sin seriously, so should we!

• Salvation is by God’s grace through faith; Noah was righteous because he trusted in 
the grace of God; salvation is never because of something I do, but because of faith 
in what Christ did!

• Worship is the response of one saved from wrath; those of us who have been 
delivered from wrath should live for the purpose of worshiping God and warning 
others about the coming wrath, but the present opportunity to find deliverance in the 
ark of Christ’s grace!

There’s a flood coming, but now is the time of rescue!  There is mercy and grace to be 
found in Jesus Christ.


