
“The Scarlet Thread”!
1 Peter 1:10-12!

This morning, we are beginning a journey through the Bible that I am calling “The 
Scarlet Thread.”  From the very first book of the Bible through the last book, the theme 
of salvation and redemption to be found in Christ is found throughout—on every page, 
in every chapter, and in every book.  The Bible is a book of salvation.  The Word of God 
tells us how we came into being, what our problem is, and points us to the only One 
who can save us—the Lord Jesus Christ.!

I know that many of you have a yearly plan for reading and studying God’s Word.  Some 
of you have never read the Bible all the way through.  Like a countless number of other 
Christians, you start this time of year with great enthusiasm, but the enthusiasm wanes 
about six weeks into it as you begin to encounter endless genealogies, and chapters 
chocked full with details that seem so unrelated to your life currently.!

That’s why I am so looking forward to this journey through the Bible that we are going to 
take together this year.  My prayer is that 2017 becomes a year of great growth in the 
life of our church as we delve into the truth of salvation and see how all of Scripture is 
really one story—the story of God’s glory and man’s rescue.!

First of all, why read and study the Bible?!

The Bible has been the most scrutinized book ever written, and has been the subject of 
a wide range of opinions.  Though it is more precious to the believer than our necessary 
food, it may come as a surprise to some of you that a lot of people do not like it at all.  
The French philosopher and avowed atheist, Voltaire, claimed that the Bible would 
vanish within a hundred years of his lifetime.  He lived in the 1700’s.  He died, but the 
Word of God remains!!

Dictionary of Foreign Words - “[The Bible is] a collection of different legends, mutually 
contradictory, and written at different times and full of historical errors, issued by 
churches as a ‘holy’ book.”!



The truth, however, it that the Bible is the most amazing book that was ever written, and 
is altogether different than anything else that has ever been written.  It is in a category 
all by itself.!

I don’t think that we fully understand the tremendous impact and influence that the Bible 
has had on the world.  Think about our own English language, for example.!

E.D. Hirsch, The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy - “No one in the English-
speaking world can be considered literate without a basic knowledge of the Bible.  
Literate people in India, whose religious traditions are not based on the Bible but whose 
common language is English, must know about the Bible in order to understand English 
within their own country.” !

Hirsch goes on to say that “all educated speakers in American English need to 
understand what is meant when someone describes a contest as being between David 
and Goliath, or whether a person who has the wisdom of Solomon is wise or foolish, or 
whether saying ‘my cup runneth over’ means the person feels fortunate or unfortunate.”!

There are so many common expressions that we use in English that have scripture as 
their origin:!

• describing someone as the salt of the earth!

• saying that you have fought the good fight!

• suggesting a friend go the extra mile!

Consider the fact that there are more than 1,300 documented quotations and allusions 
to the Bible in the writings of William Shakespeare.  It is said that at times, Shakespeare 
wrote with a quill in his right hand while the Bible was in his left.!

Our language is but one small part that the Bible has had a tremendous influence on.  It 
has also shaped political and social issues that we have often taken for granted.  Until 
the Bible was translated into everyday common language, it was kept in a Latin cage up 
until the fourteenth century.  Access to it that was brought about by the efforts of John 



Wycliffe and William Tyndale taught people think.  The wide reading of the Bible led to 
an explosion of the printing press and other books.!

Rise in biblical literacy eventually brought down the unjust powers of the day.  Some 
examples include unbiblical practices within the church like the sale of indulgences or 
ideas such as the divine right of kings.  !

As our western culture began to develop and take shape, it was the Bible that provided 
impetus for movements that have since made the world a better place. !

Thomas Cahill - “Without the Bible we would never have known the abolitionist 
movement, the prison reform movement, the anti war movement, the labor movement, 
the civil rights movement, the movement of indigenous and dispossessed peoples for 
their human rights, the anti apartheid movement in South Africa, free speech and pro-
democracy movements…These movements of modern times have all employed the 
language of the Bible.” !

The Bible has influenced our world far more than we realize.  Each year, there are more 
than 25 million copies of the Bible sold in the United States, and around 100 million 
copies sold around the world.  Another 400 million copies of all or part of the Scriptures 
are distributed by the United Bible Societies.!

The Bible is a best-seller every year, but unfortunately, it may also even be among 
those more purchased than read. !

George Gallup - “Americans revere the Bible, but they don’t read it.  And because they 
don’t read it, they have become a nation of biblical illiterates.  Four Americans in five 
believe the Bible is the literal or inspired Word of God, yet only four in ten could tell you 
that it was Jesus who gave the Sermon on the Mount and fewer than half can name the 
four gospels…The cycle of biblical illiteracy seems likely to continue—today’s teens 
know even less about the Bible than their parents did.  The celebration of Easter is 
central to our faith, yet three out of ten—some 20% of churchgoing teens—do not even 
know why Easter is celebrated.  The decline in Bible reading is due in part to the widely 



held conviction that the Bible is inaccessible and less emphasis on religious training in 
churches.” !

It is that kind of illiteracy that we hope to address this year as we study the big message 
of the Bible together as a church family.  We study the Bible because it is God’s 
revelation of Himself to humanity made in His image, and it reveals the great 
lengths He has gone through to redeem fallen humanity in Christ.!

Once a person understands the focus and intent of Scripture and sees how it points to 
Christ, only then will they truly begin to crave it as living water and satisfying bread for 
their hungry soul.  !

The Bible is made up of many different parts, yet it is unified and whole in its message:!

• Old and New Testaments comprised of 39 and 27 books!

• it contains different forms of genre, such as law and history, poetry and prophets, 
gospels and letters!

The Bible was written by 40 different writers over 15 centuries, and the personalities 
and backgrounds of these writers is remarkable when you consider that they were:!

• shepherds and nomads!

• kings and rulers of men!

• prophets and priests!

• simple fishermen!

• doctor and statesmen!

There is a remarkable diversity found within the Bible, yet there is also a seamless unity.  
The sum total of its message is a message that points us to faith in Jesus Christ.  Of all 
the reasons we should read and study Scripture, the supreme reason is to know, 
worship, and obey Jesus Christ.!



David Dockery - “We must recognize that central to Scripture is the unifying history of 
God’s redeeming words and acts, of which the advent and work of Jesus Christ are the 
ultimate focus.  Jesus Christ is the center to which everything in Scripture is united and 
bound together—the beginning and the end, creation and redemption, humanity, the 
world, the fall, history, and the future.” !

To see how this is so, we turn to three verses from the book of 1 Peter. !

In the opening verses of his book, the apostle Peter is writing to believers about their 
salvation.  Even though they were living under persecution for their faith, they 
possessed a living hope that is centered in the person and work of Jesus Christ.!

Peter lets us know that this salvation was the subject of the Old Testament prophets, 
inspired by God’s Spirit, who wrote its 39 books.  It is the message preached by the 
apostles.!

The gospel as we know it was revealed to the prophets in shadow, but is now made 
plain through the coming of Jesus.!

Some make a wrong distinction between the Old and New Testament by saying that 
salvation under the old covenant was a matter of works, while salvation under the new 
is by grace.  The truth is that salvation has always been by grace.  Old Testament 
believers were saved by future grace that looked forward to the cross, and New 
Testament believers are saved by past grace that looks back to the cross.  Thus, the 
cross is the pinnacle of redemption, and here in this passage Peter wants us to know 
just how this is so.!

1.  The prophets INQUIRED about salvation (1:10)!

“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be 
yours searched and inquired carefully.”!

Concerning this salvation, that is, the salvation that he has just described in the 
preceding verses.  This salvation is by the fact that according to His great mercy, God 
has caused us to be ‘born again’ to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 



Christ from the dead.  This salvation includes an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading.  Peter says this inheritance is “kept in heaven for you, who by 
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation to be revealed in the last 
time.”  This is to be the cause of our rejoicing as believers, because even though we 
suffer, such suffering is momentary.!

He says trials in life serve to test the genuineness of faith which is more precious than 
gold refined by fire.  The end result of this salvation is praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, whom even though we have not yet seen with our own two 
eyes, we love.  The love that we have for Him is a tangible expression of our faith in 
Him, and the outcome of this faith is the salvation of our souls.!

Peter says, “Concerning this salvation—the one that I’ve just described—the prophets 
who prophesied about this grace that is now ours searched and inquired.”!

Who were these prophets?!

The prophets of the Old Testament were the spokesmen to whom God revealed His 
Word.  The word ‘prophesied’ carries the idea of foretelling future events pertaining to 
the kingdom of God; it is to utter forth a thing which can only be known by divine 
revelation.!

The Old Testament prophet was not a preacher of his own opinion; he was responsible 
for declaring the whole counsel of God as it had been revealed to him by God.!

Hosea 12:10 - “I spoke to the prophets; it was I who multiplied visions, and 
through the prophets gave parables.”!

Amos 3:7 - “For the Lord God does nothing without revealing His secret to His 
servants the prophets.”!

Hebrews 1:1 - “Long ago, and many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets…”!



Notice that Peter says the prophets who prophesied, those to whom God revealed His 
truth, they ‘inquired’ about the grace that is ours in Jesus Christ.!

“Inquired” - means to thoroughly investigate; was first used to tell of a dog sniffing 
something out with his nose !

The truth that Peter is conveying is that the prophets made a careful and diligent search 
into what had been revealed to them about the promise of a Savior who would come.  In 
other words, they were hot on the trail!  Like an old redbone hound that has caught the 
scent of a raccoon, the prophets were sniffing out the scarlet thread that God was 
progressively revealing.!

2.  The Spirit INSPIRED them to write about salvation (1:11)!

“inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when He 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories.”!

Notice that the prophets inquired as to the person or time of this Savior.  In other words, 
they wanted to know “who” it would be and “when” He would come.  Much in the same 
way that were are interested in the truth of the second coming, the prophets were 
interested in the truth of His first coming.  Who would this Promised One be, and when 
would He step onto the scene?!

This is surely one of the most profound verses that you will find anywhere, for it 
describes the nature of inspiration.  The Spirit of Christ in them predicted the sufferings 
of Christ and subsequent glories.!

The Bible is a book written by numerous authors over a period of hundreds of years, yet 
at the same time it is the Word of God.  The Bible is a book that has been ‘inspired’ by 
God’s Spirit.  This is not the same thing as the modern usage of the term, such as a 
painter who was ‘inspired’ to paint by a beautiful sunset.!

2 Timothy 3:16 - “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God…”!

“Inspiration” - word is ‘theopneustos’ which literally means breathed out by God !



Divine inspiration means that Scripture has God as its source.!

2 Peter 1:20-21 - “Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes 
from someone’s own interpretation.  For no prophecy was ever produced by the 
will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.”!

That doesn’t mean that the personality and backgrounds of the human authors were 
denied, but that they were used by God.  It means that the ultimate source of every 
prophecy was never a man’s decision about what he wanted to write, but rather the 
Holy Spirit’s action and superintendence in the prophet’s life.!

The Spirit of Christ inspired the prophets of the Old Testament to write about the 
sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.  Thus, you can find Jesus Christ in 
every part of the Old Testament scriptures.!

Luke 24:25-27 - “And He said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken!  Was it not necessary that the Christ 
should suffer these things and enter into His glory?  And beginning with Moses 
and all the Prophets, He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself.”!

3.  The apostles INSTRUCT us about salvation (1:12a)!

“It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things 
that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to 
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven…”!

Peter says that it was revealed to the prophets by God that they were writing about 
something that went far beyond themselves and their lifetimes. He says that they were 
serving not themselves, but those to whom the gospel has now been fully announced.!

What was contained in shadow has now been fully revealed.  What was concealed in 
the Old Testament has now been fully revealed in the New Testament.  What was once 
only seen in type and shadow is clearly and fully revealed in the person of Jesus Christ.!



Just as the Holy Spirit inspired the Old Testament prophets, so also did He inspire the 
apostles to write in the New Testament era.  It was to the apostles that the truth of the 
gospel had been fully revealed, and this was the focus of their preaching.!

We can consider the example of Peter’s preaching on the Day of Pentecost in the 
second chapter Acts.  No less than three times in his sermon does he quote from the 
Old Testament to show how Christ is its perfect fulfillment.!

The writers of the New Testament were either apostles or the close associates of the 
apostles, such as Mark and Luke.  In the gospels, they show us who Jesus is and what 
He has done to save us from sin’s penalty.  In the epistles, they show us the truth of 
salvation by grace through faith in Jesus and how He is saving us from sin’s power.  
And in Revelation, the apostle John shows us that the kingdom belongs to Jesus and 
that He is one day coming again to save us from even sin’s presence.!

4.  The angels are INTERESTED in our salvation (1:12b)!

“…things into which angels long to look.”!

If angels who live in the presence of God are curious enough to look with longing and 
keen interest into our salvation, how much more so should we!!

How grateful to God are you for salvation?  The truth of salvation by grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ ought to grip our hearts more than anything else.  It should cause 
believing hearts to well up with worship and passionate devotion to this Savior who has 
done so much for us and is far more infinite and glorious than we can possibly imagine.!

Angels are interested in our salvation, but we are often not!!

If you have to be entertained to show up with consistency on Sunday this year, then you 
fail to realize something about the weightiness of salvation truth, and you’re totally 
oblivious and uninterested in the glory of God revealed in the person of His Son.  Our 
sinful hearts deceive us into becoming mesmerized by the fool’s gold of this temporal 
world.!



May the truth of salvation grip our minds and hearts like never before!  May it bring us to 
our knees in humble, passionate worship, and may it send us out to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ with the millions and millions of those who have yet to hear or 
believe.  There are a whole lot of people who have yet to hear and understand the good 
news of God’s scarlet thread of redemption.  Let’s share it with them!!

Application:!

• study the Bible to worship Jesus Christ, its main subject!

• stop trying to write your own story and get lost in His!

• surrender your life to the spread of the gospel!

Today is New Year’s Day, and many of you will make resolutions to lose weight, to eat 
better, to read more, and to spend less time in front of some screen and more quality 
time with family.  As good as these are, I can think of some that are even better:  !

• What if we determined, through the help of God’s Spirit, to read the Bible to know 
and worship God better?  !

• What if we determined to pray for lost people and to share the gospel with at least 
one lost person a week in 2017?!

Consider the fact that 1000 people sharing the gospel once a week with at least 1 
person equals 52,000 people.  If just 10% of those people came to faith in Christ, it 
would be 5,200 people.  Or, let’s say that only 100 of us shared the gospel once a week 
with at least 1 person, it would be 5,200 people this year.  If 10% of those came to faith 
in Christ, it would still be 520 people!!

Let’s pray for growth and gospel advancement in 2017!


