
“The Gospel According to Joseph, part 2”!
Genesis 39-41!

You and I live in a world of compromise where it is common and expected for people to 
say one thing and do another.  Integrity is not one of those virtues highly sought after 
nowadays.  One of the best definitions of ‘integrity’ that I have ever heard says that 
integrity is who you are when no one else is watching.  Integrity is who you are in the 
dark when the lights are off.  Integrity is something that characterizes the whole person, 
not just part.  To have integrity is to be honest through and through.!

One of the greatest needs in the church today is people of integrity.  In many ways, the 
witness of the gospel has been hindered by duplicity in the lives of those who claim to 
be its greatest champions.!

In an article that he wrote on his blog sometime ago, entitled “What God Expects of His 
Ministers,” Dr. Danny Akin said:!

“A morality crisis exists in ministry.  An integrity crisis faces the servants of God.  
Immorality has reached a pan-epidemic stage in the evangelical community, both in the 
pulpit and in the pew.  Respect for the man of God has reached an all time low.  The 
secular media exploits every failure.  The man in the street pokes fun with jokes 
depicting ministers as interested only in women, money, power, and prestige.  The 
church of God reels in heartbreak, confusion, and distrust as once respected leaders 
are repeatedly exposed in sin and shame.  The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is in 
critical condition.”!

Because it something so rarely seen, perhaps we are shocked when we come across a 
rare life of integrity like Joseph’s.  Here we are given a picture of a life that was free 
from compromise and devoted to God, even though it was costly for him.  This is just 
one more way that Joseph’s life resembles that of Jesus.!

We have considered the first part of Joseph’s life from his birth up until he was 17 years 
old.  He was a beloved son who had the special affection of his father, and was an 
object of scorn by his older brothers.  We left off last week with Joseph having been 



betrayed and sold by his brothers into slavery.  His story picks back up in chapter 39 as 
he has been taken down to Egypt as a slave and bought by a man named Potiphar who 
just so happens to be an officer of Pharaoh.  !

Imagine the pain and fear that must have been racing through young Joseph’s mind as 
the caravan leaves with his father and family and everything he had known left behind.  
When he gets to Egypt, he discovers that he is the midst of a polytheistic society unlike 
anything that he has known before.!

Scholars estimate that the ancient Egyptians recognized at least two thousand gods 
and goddesses, including the Pharaoh himself, who was held up as being divine.  The 
Egyptian culture which young Joseph was exposed to was architecturally advanced.  
The ancient Egyptians used slave labor to build their mighty construction projects, and 
so the slave market was always in high demand.!

Joseph’s beginning in Egypt reveals him to be a rejected servant who is falsely accused 
and condemned, though innocent.  He is tempted and proven true and full of integrity.!

From chapters 39-41, I want to trace Joseph’s life in Egypt along four lines—he was 
blameless, yet accused; he was accused, yet not guilty; he was not guilty, yet 
condemned; he was condemned, yet exalted.!

1.  Joseph was BLAMELESS, yet ACCUSED (39:1-12)!

“1 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, 
the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had 
brought him down there.  2 The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful 
man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master.  3 His master saw that the Lord 
was with him and that the Lord caused all that he did to succeed in his hands.  4 So 
Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his 
house and put him in charge of all that he had.  5 From the time that he made him 
overseer in his house and over all that he had, the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house 
for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had, in house and field.  
6 So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern 



about anything but the food he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and 
appearance.  7 And after a time his master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, 
“Lie with me.”  8 But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, because of me 
my master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything that 
he has in my charge.  9 He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back 
anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great 
wickedness and sin against God?”  10 And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he 
would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her.  11 But one day, when he went 
into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house was there in the house, 
12 she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her 
hand and fled and got out of the house.”!

Warren Wiersbe says that Joseph is a good example of a believer who trusted God and 
made the best of difficult circumstances.!

One of the key principles that we see that overarches the life story of Joseph is divine 
providence.  Even though man has acted in sin and evil, God’s sovereignty rules over 
all.  We find out that God is carefully orchestrating the events of Joseph’s life and 
weaving them all together into a tapestry of grace.  He’s not able to see it yet, but much 
later in life, he will.!

As providence would have it, Joseph is brought down to Egypt and becomes the chief 
servant of Potiphar, captain of the guard for Pharaoh himself.  A key phrase in chapter 
39 that is repeated twice at the beginning, and then twice at the end is the all important 
phrase:!

“The Lord was with Joseph.”!

In spite of all that he had been through already in his young life, the Lord was with him.  
This statement assures the reader of the grace of God in his life.  Even though he had 
been put through the ringer already and had been abandoned by his brothers, he was 
not abandoned by the Lord, the covenant God of his great-grandfather, Abraham.  Two 
things must be pointed out:!



He was trustworthy!

Verse 3 says that Potiphar noticed that something was different about Joseph.  His life 
carried with it the strange aroma from another world.  Because the Lord was with him, 
everything that he did prospered.  God caused all that he did to succeed.!

Think about the witness that Joseph was to a pagan and polytheistic culture like ancient 
Egypt.  His life testified to the one true and living God of Abraham.!

Potiphar makes Joseph the overseer of his house.  God brought blessing to Potiphar’s 
household because of Joseph.  Quite literally, the covenant promise made to Abraham 
was beginning to be realized—nations were being blessed through his offspring.  This 
would become true much later on through the gift of His own Son to the world, but we 
can begin to see how the offspring of Abrahm would bring blessing through knowledge 
of the Living God.!

He was tempted!

We should be quick to point out the fact that such a life of integrity that brings glory to 
God will always be the object of the enemy’s scorn.  Satan sets his sights on those who 
live righteously and bring glory to God.  Though the text doesn’t mention Satan by 
name, the theme remains the same.  The seed of the serpent is still seeking to strike at 
the seed of the woman.  This theme is the major conflict of the Bible.!

Verse 6 says that Joseph was handsome in form and appearance.  It is interesting that 
this is practically the same thing that was said about his mother, Rachel.  Some people 
just have it in the genes!  Joseph was an honest and dependable worker who was 
different, and he was also handsome.  You might could say that he was the total 
package.  After some time, the text says that Potiphar’s wife cast longing eyes on 
Joseph.!

Driven by lust, she propositions Joseph to commit adultery.!

This is the greatest danger that Joseph has had to face thus far in his young life, even 
greater danger than his brothers posed.!



Proverbs 23:27 - “An adulterous woman is a deep pit.”!

Elsewhere, the wisest man who ever lived said:!

Proverbs 9:13-18 - “The woman Folly is loud; she is seductive and knows 
nothing.  She sits at the door of her house; she takes a seat on the highest places 
of the town, calling to those who pass by, who are going straight on their way, 
‘Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!’  And to him who lacks sense she says, 
‘Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.’  But he does not 
know that the dead are there, that her guests are in the depths of Sheol.”!

Joseph was spiritually discerning enough to not take the bait.!

Look at the integrity that is on display in verses 8-9!  He refused and gave her a three-
fold reason why he would not cave:!

• It would be a breach of his stewardship!

• It would be a breach of their marriage!

• It would be a breach of his relationship with God!

To commit adultery with another man’s wife would be a sin.  It would be a breach of 
everything that he held near and dear.  Joseph’s rationale is that it would be a sin 
against the trust he had been given, a sin against Potiphar, but ultimately a sin against 
the Lord God to whom he answered.!

He doesn’t mince words, but calls it what it is—“great evil.”!

What is amazing to me is that this would not be spelled out in the Law of God for at 
least another 400 years in the seventh commandment.  Yet throughout the book of 
Genesis, we have already seen it emphasized that people know within themselves that 
it is a grievous sin to engage in illicit sex with someone else’s spouse.!



Why do even non-believers try to keep their adulteries hush-hush?  Why are these 
internet databases that are out there for those seeking to cheat on their spouse so 
secretive?  Because people know deep within them that adultery is a moral offense.!

Romans 2:15 - “They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, 
while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts 
accuse…” !

Verse 10 says that this happened day after day.  Potiphar’s wife paraded herself in front 
of Joseph day in and day out, but he refused to listen to her, to lie beside her, or to even 
be with her.!

This simply means that Joseph did not allow himself to be put into a compromising 
situation.  If you don’t want to get burnt, don’t go anywhere near the fire.!

Clarence Edward Macartney - “This was no ordinary temptation.  Joseph was not a 
stone, a mummy, but a red-blooded young man in his late twenties.  It was not one 
temptation on one day, but a repeated temptation…An old story tells how when Joseph 
began to talk about God to the temptress, she flung her skirt over the bust of the god 
that stood in the chamber and said, ‘Now, god will not see.’  But Joseph answered, ‘My 
God always sees!’”!

2.  Joseph was ACCUSED, yet NOT GUILTY (39:13-21)!

“13 And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled out of 
the house,  14 she called to the men of her household and said to them, “See, he has 
brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried 
out with a loud voice.  15 And as soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried 
out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the house.”  16 Then she laid 
up his garment by her until his master came home,  17 and she told him the same story, 
saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to 
laugh at me.  18 But as soon as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment 
beside me and fled out of the house.”  19 As soon as his master heard the words that 
his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant treated me,” his anger was kindled.  



20 And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, the place where the king’s 
prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison  21 But the Lord was with Joseph 
and showed him steadfast love band gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the 
prison.”!

As the repeated advances from Mrs. Potiphar continue day after day, it all comes to a 
boiling point.  One day, as Joseph was going about his routine responsibilities, perhaps 
he notices that the house is strangely quiet.  Like a lioness seeking out her prey, Mrs. 
Potiphar physically seizes Joseph and catches him by his garment.!

Verse 12 says that he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house.  
Temptation requires that you and I be cowards who run from it.!

1 Corinthians 6:18 - “Flee from sexual immorality.”!

2 Timothy 2:22 - “So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, 
and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.”!

How do we flee?  Using the word ‘F.L.E.E.’ as a simply acronym, consider this simple 
strategy:!

• Fill yourself with the Word of God!

• Lock out the lies from your mind!

• Exchange lies for truth!

• Expose yourself to the light!

In 1 Corinthians 10:12, the Bible warns those who think they stand to take heed lest 
they fall.  Pride goes before a fall!!

Joseph deals with two things in this passage:!

Slander!



When she realizes that Joseph will not be had by her, her lust gives way to rage and 
she accuses him of attempted rape.  She had his garment to use against him as 
evidence for her trumped up charges.!

This is the second time in his life that Joseph’s cloak is used to condemn him.  A puritan 
preacher once said, “Joseph may have lost his coat, but he kept his character.”!

Suffering!

If there was any time in his life where he deserved a promotion, surely this was it.  
When I read this text, I can’t help but want to pray, “Please, Lord, reward Joseph for 
such a display of faith and integrity as this!”  Instead, Joseph will suffer.!

Verse 19 says that as soon as Potiphar heard the words his wife spoke to him, he 
became angry and had Joseph put into the prison where he was confined in chains.!

Sometimes doing the right thing is costly.!

God never promised that the life of the believer would be easy.  Instead, walking with 
God means going against the grain.  It is countercultural.  Jesus said that we ought to 
count the cost of discipleship before we take up the cross to follow Him.!

3.  Joseph was NOT GUILTY, yet CONDEMNED (39:22-40:23)!

“22 And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in 
the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it.  23 The keeper of the 
prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because the Lord was 
with him. And whatever he did, the Lord made it succeed.  1 Some time after this, the 
cupbearer of the king of Egypt and his baker committed an offense against their lord the 
king of Egypt.  2 And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief cupbearer and 
the chief baker,  3 and he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, 
in the prison where Joseph was confined.  4 The captain of the guard appointed Joseph 
to be with them, and he attended them. !

Joseph was cast into prison, but the Lord was with him. !



Faithful!

Even though Joseph is falsely accused and condemned, he doesn’t lose his faith in the 
Lord God.  Just as the Lord was with him in Potiphar’s house and blessed all that he 
touched, the Lord is also with Joseph in the prison.!

Verse 21 says that the Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave 
him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.!

“Steadfast Love” - means to stretch out lovingkindness !

Psalm 23:6 - “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”!

Though man was responsible for evil decisions such as the bothers who betrayed him 
and the decision of Potiphar’s wife to falsely accuse him, God allowed it all to happen.  
God had a sovereign plan and will in mind for Joseph.  He allowed him to be treated 
unjustly and cast into prison to build his character and prepare him for the 
responsibilities that lay ahead.!

The prison would become a school where Joseph would learn to wait on the Lord until it 
was time to vindicate him.!

In the course of time, two key prisoners would find themselves locked up next to 
Joseph.  The two men had served in the court of Pharaoh as his chief butler and his 
chief baker.  Both of the men had a dream, and they just so happened to be imprisoned 
with the only man in the world who could interpret dreams.!

Forgotten!

Once the cupbearer was restored by Pharaoh to his place of service, Joseph requested 
that he remember him.!

In verses 14-15, he says to the cupbearer, “Only remember me when it is well with you, 
and please do me the kindness to mention me to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this 



house.  For I was indeed stolen out of the land of the Hebrews, and here also I have 
done nothing that they should put me into the pit.”!

After the cupbearer was restored, he forgot about Joseph.  !

Psalm 146:3, 5-6 - “Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is 
no salvation…Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 
Lord his God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who 
keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to 
the hungry.  The Lord sets the prisoners free.”!

Notice the emphasis placed on “two whole years” that go by in Joseph’s life after this 
point.  It was a long wait for sure.!

A prison is a strange place to experience the presence of God, but that is what the text 
says—“the Lord was with Joseph.”  It would be the prison that God uses to shape 
Joseph and prepare Joseph for what was up ahead in his life.!

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn - “In the intoxication of youthful successes I had felt myself to 
be infallible, and I was therefore cruel.  In the surfeit of power I was a murderer, and an 
oppressor.  In my most evil moments I was convinced that I was doing good, and I was 
well supplied with systematic arguments.  And it was only when I lay there on rotting 
prison straw that I sensed within myself the first stirrings of good.  Gradually, it was 
disclosed to me that the line separating good and evil passes not through states, not 
between classes, nor between political parties either—but right through every human 
heart—and through all human hearts…So, bless you, prison, for having been in my life.” !

Though maybe not at the particular moment, but later on in his life, Joseph would be 
able to look back on his prison experience as having been a formative moment in his 
life.  The Lord was working behind the scenes to prepare him for future greatness.!

It is the ‘prison’ of life where God often becomes real in our lives and our worship of Him 
is deepened.  !



Psalm 119:71 - “It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn Your 
statutes.”!

4.  Joseph was CONDEMNED, yet EXALTED (41)!

“1 After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile,  2 and 
behold, there came up out of the Nile seven cows, attractive and plump, and they fed in 
the reed grass.  3 And behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of the Nile 
after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile.  4 And the ugly, thin 
cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke.  5 And he fell 
asleep and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump and good, 
were growing on one stalk.  6 And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, thin and 
blighted by the east wind.  7 And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, full ears. 
And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream.  8 So in the morning his spirit was 
troubled, and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. 
Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was none who could interpret them to 
Pharaoh.  9 Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “I remember my offenses today.  
10 When Pharaoh was angry with his servants and put me and the chief baker in 
custody in the house of the captain of the guard,  11 we dreamed on the same night, he 
and I, each having a dream with its own interpretation.  12 A young Hebrew was there 
with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. When we told him, he interpreted our 
dreams to us, giving an interpretation to each man according to his dream.  13 And as 
he interpreted to us, so it came about. I was restored to my office, and the baker was 
hanged.”  14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they quickly brought him out of 
the pit…”!

Someone has well said that the experience of delay is written large in the lives of God’s 
servants—Abraham’s long wait for the son of promise, Moses’ years of preparation in 
the desert, David’s long struggle with being sought after by Saul.  And here, we consider 
the years of waiting Joseph had to endure in a prison in Egypt.!

V. Raymond Edman - “Delay never thwarts God’s purposes; it only polishes His 
instrument.”!



Joseph’s life story up to this point seems like setback after setback, one disappointment 
right after the other.  But what he might have seen as a setback, heaven saw as a 
setup.!

Notice a few things from chapter 41:!

Divine orchestration!

Perhaps no chapter in the book of Genesis so vividly and plainly displays the 
sovereignty of God like this one does:!

• God gives Pharaoh two dreams!

• God reminds the cupbearer about an interpreter of dreams!

• God leads Pharaoh to summon Joseph from prison!

• God moves Pharaoh to choose Joseph to be in charge!

Divine courage!

Imagine the potential intimidation factor that Joseph could have experienced as a young 
man who had been in a dungeon now being summoned to stand before the Pharaoh 
himself.!

Would he melt?  Would he cave to pressure and flatter Pharaoh by telling him only what 
he wanted to hear?  He speaks truth.!

Divine blessing!

Upon telling Pharaoh what his dreams meant, notice what happens.  Joseph goes from 
being a forgotten nobody in an Egyptian prison to the world’s most powerful man, next 
only to Pharaoh.  He is shockingly exalted.!

Joseph is no longer wearing prison clothes; he is clothed with the royalty of Egypt.  He 
is given a ring of authority, clothed in fine linens, decked out in gold, and is paraded in 
front of all of Egypt who are commanded to bow the knee.!



Pharaoh gives Joseph a bride, who later gives Joseph two sons named Manasseh and 
Ephraim.  The name ‘Manasseh’ means to forget.  The name ‘Ephraim’ means to be 
doubly blessed.  The names that Joseph gave his sons gives us a glimpse into his heart
—forgetful and fruitful.!

He had forgotten the pain of all he had lived through, and recognized that God had led 
him through it.!

Warren Wiersbe - “It’s a wonderful thing when we can come through times of trial with 
the kind of attitude Joseph had, burying past hurts and rejoicing in present blessings, 
being ‘forgetful’ and ‘fruitful’ at the same time.  What a tragedy when people remember 
the painful things others have done to them and all their lives carry bitterness that robs 
them of peace and joy.” !

Joseph had been betrayed, accused, and condemned—even though he was a 
righteous man who had done nothing wrong.  He was made to suffer because of the 
sins of others that had been against him. !

Blameless, yet accused.  Accused, yet not guilty.  Not guilty, yet condemned.  
Condemned, yet exalted.!

What a portrait his life is of One much greater than himself!!

God’s own Son was betrayed, accused and condemned to die, even though He was the 
only person who ever lived that was without sin.  As He was nailed to a cross and 
treated like a common criminal, He prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.”!

The One who created life He was cast into a prison of death to save others.  He tasted 
death and bore the full weight of the judgment of God on sin in His own body on the 
tree.!

Philippians 2:8-9 - “He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted Him and 
bestowed on Him the name that is above every name.”!



God the Father now says to the world, “Bow the knee!”!

Practical things to remember:!

• Integrity is more important than promotion; even if we suffer for it, righteousness 
is more important than success; serving as a witness for Jesus Christ means that we 
love Him more than we love our own lives!

• Painful experiences in life make you bitter or better; it is all in how we respond; 
attitude is everything!

• Our hope is found in the living Lord; our God is the God of resurrection, and we 
have a resurrection gospel


