
“Storm Warning”!
Exodus 7:1-6!

In his book, “Storm Warning,” Billy Graham tells the story of how in 1969, in Pass 
Christian, Mississippi, a group of people were preparing to have a “hurricane party” in 
the face of a storm named Camille. The wind was howling outside the posh Richelieu 
Apartments when Police Chief Jerry Peralta pulled up sometime after dark. A man with 
a drink in his hand came out to the second-floor balcony and waved. Peralta yelled up, 
“You all need to clear out of here as quickly as you can. The storm's getting worse.” But 
as others joined the man on the balcony, they just laughed at Peralta's order to leave. 
“This is my land,” one of them yelled back. “If you want me off, you'll have to arrest me.”!

Peralta didn't arrest anyone, but he wasn't able to persuade them to leave either. He 
wrote down the names of the next of kin of the twenty or so people who gathered there 
to party through the storm. They laughed as he took their names. They had been 
warned, but they had no intention of leaving.!

It was 10:15 p.m. when the front wall of the storm came ashore. Scientists clocked 
Camille's wind speed at more than 205 miles-per-hour, the strongest on record. 
Raindrops hit with the force of bullets, and waves off the Gulf Coast crested between 
twenty-two and twenty-eight feet high. !

News reports later showed that the worst damage came at the little settlement of 
motels, and gambling houses known as Pass Christian, Mississippi, where some twenty 
people were killed at a hurricane party in the Richelieu Apartments. Nothing was left of 
that three-story structure but the foundation; the only survivor was a five-year-old boy 
found clinging to a mattress the following day.!

There is a storm coming, and most people are oblivious to the fact.  Some have heard 
the warning, but are ignoring it.!

This story reminds me of the way that Pharaoh responded to the message of judgment 
that was given to him by Moses.  The word that I would use to describe his attitude is 
defiance.!



The story of the Exodus is one of the most familiar in Scripture.  In chapters 7-14, we 
read of the plagues of judgment that God poured out upon Pharaoh and all of Egypt for 
his refusal to let God’s people go.  !

The notion of ‘judgment’ seems to be one that we want to ignore in our modern, 
sophisticated mind.  For some people, it may invoke mages of bearded prophets 
standing at an intersection with a cardboard sign.  Others may recall a fiery preacher 
and a sawdust trail.  Today’s church almost seems to be embarrassed by the subject, to 
be perfectly honest.!

We seem to have forgotten the words of:!

Hebrews 10:31 - “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”!

Pharaoh of Egypt learning this firsthand through personal experience.  He discovered 
that the God of the Hebrews was a God who meant business, a God who had the power 
to perform.  I want to point out three things from the text:!

1. God’s COMMAND to Moses (7:1-2)!

“And the Lord said to Moses, ‘See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your 
brother Aaron shall be your prophet.  You shall speak all that I command you, and your 
brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land.”!

You will notice throughout these chapters in the book of Exodus that God’s command to 
Moses never changed, even though Moses acknowledged himself as a man of 
weakness.  His lack of confidence would be overcome as he became a man who 
learned to depend upon the ‘I AM’ and His strength.!

Moses would serve as a representative for the God of Israel.  He didn’t get to pick and 
choose what parts of God’s message that he wanted to proclaim.  As a prophet of God, 
he was to declare the whole counsel of God to Pharaoh.!



There is a theme that we begin seeing here that will continue throughout the Old 
Testament and into the New Testament.  God raises up a faithful prophet to whom He 
reveals His Word.  The biblical prophet is to speak God’s Word.!

There are three offices in the Old Testament:!

• prophet!

• priest!

• king!

God’s people need a prophet to reveal truth to them, a priest to represent them, and a 
king to rule over them.!

Later on, Moses will remind the Israelites of their need:!

Deuteronomy 18:15-22 - “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like 
me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—just as you 
desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, 
‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire any 
more, lest I die.’  And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have 
spoken.  I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers.  
And I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him.  And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in My 
name, I myself will require it of him.  But the prophet who presumes to speak a 
word in My name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the 
name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’  And if you say in your heart, 
‘How may we know the word that the Lord has not spoken?’—when a prophet 
speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, 
that is a word that the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it 
presumptuously.  You need not be afraid of him.”!



So serious was the claim to be speaking prophetically that if someone was discovered 
to be a false prophet who misrepresented the Lord, that person was taken and stoned 
to death.!

Moses is a faithful prophet who declares the Word of the Lord.  This is the calling that 
that God places upon his life at the burning bush.  Now, that calling has taken him into 
the court of the most powerful man in the world at the time—Pharaoh.!

God says to Moses, “I have made you like God to Pharaoh.”  He is giving Moses divine 
authority as His commissioned prophet who represents Him before Pharaoh.  When 
Moses stood before Pharaoh’s throne, as intimidating as it was, Moses spoke with 
divine authority and represented a throne that was much more powerful than Pharaoh’s 
puny throne ever thought about being.  God would speak through Moses.!

Keep in mind the fact that Pharaoh considered himself to be divine.  One of the basic 
religious principles in ancient Egypt was that the Pharaohs were held up as being 
incarnations of the gods.  So by making placing Moses in a position of God’s authority 
over Pharaoh, God is putting Pharaoh in his place.!

God says to Moses, “I am going to give you My authority, and you will stand before 
Pharaoh in My name and in My strength rather than your own.”  Think about how this 
must have brought confidence to the man of God!!

God takes a man of faltering lips, a man who can’t speak, and sends him to represent 
the God of heaven.  !

Moses is a man with an acknowledged weakness, and yet it pleases God to use such a 
man.  What excuse do you have?!

God uses human instruments to carry out His divine work.  He is not looking for the one 
with the most impressive resume or a list of accomplishments under his or her belt.  He 
is simply looking for the one who will go in His name and fully rely upon His strength.  
He wants to use men and women of faith through whom He will communicate His divine 
message to the world.!



illus. of the Great Commission!

This is one of the many ways that Moses prepared the way for the eventual coming of 
Jesus.  God’s plan for using a human instrument to carry out His divine work was 
perfected in Jesus Christ, who is both God and Man.!

Colossians 1:15 - “He is the image of the invisible God.”!

Hebrews 1:3 - “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His 
nature.”!

Though he was not himself divine, Moses is a picture of a God-Man who is sent from 
God Himself to lead His people out of captivity while bringing judgment upon sin.!

Just as God commissioned Moses, so Jesus commissioned His disciples.  Moses was 
commanded to go and speak, and as disciples, we have been commanded to go and 
speak.!

We often come up with excuses for why we can’t obey the command of Jesus to make 
disciples.  It takes some folks years to past their same old excuses for not giving, not 
going, not witnessing, or not serving.!

Marcus Brownson - “Our Lord has no eyes, no feet, no hands to use now but those of 
His people in His church which is His body.  Each member has a function and an 
obligation…As it was in the church of the early days of Christianity, when men, women, 
and even children went everywhere talking of the Savior and of redeeming love, so 
should it be today.  Evangelism is the office of all believers.  Every believer in Christ 
holds an office in the church, the office of witnessing for Christ, and it is the highest, 
most honorable, most useful office in the world.”!

As the church who represents the living God to the world, we carry a weighty 
responsibility.  It is a prophetic ministry.!

God empowers those He calls!!

2. God’s SOVEREIGNTY over Pharaoh (7:3-4a)!



“But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply My signs and wonders in the 
land of Egypt, Pharaoh will not listen to you.”!

Pharaoh is one stubborn king!  In his own mind, Pharaoh believes that he is god and 
that he is subject to no one.  To assess his spiritual condition, all we have to do is look 
at his initial response to Moses back in chapter 5:!

5:2 - “Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice and let Israel go?  I do not 
know the Lord, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.”!

Pharaoh is defiant and a god in his own mind, but he is going to learn just who is boss.!

His issue is the ‘hardness’ of his heart, which is an expression used to describe a man 
who is full of pride and unbelief.  To harden your heart means to see clear evidence of 
the hand of God at work and still refuse to accept His Word and submit your life to His 
will.!

It means to resist Him by showing ingratitude and not having any fear of God or of His 
judgment.  We are told several times that Pharaoh hardens his heart, and then we read 
that God hardens Pharaoh’s heart.  God demonstrates His sovereignty over Pharaoh in 
spite of Pharaoh’s resistance. !

God is going to multiply His signs and wonders in Egypt and is going to bring judgment 
upon Pharaoh by means of ten separate plagues, which we read about in chapters 
7-12.!

Plague #1—Water turned to blood (7:14-18)!

To every person in Egypt, the Nile was basic to their way of life.  Well water was often 
contaminated, so the Egyptians had to depend upon the Nile for water used for a variety 
of necessities.!

Can you imagine the way that Egyptian life came to a halt?  Yet Pharaoh’s heart 
remains hardened and he would not listen.!

Plague #2—Frogs (8:1-15)!



If a river of blood was not bad enough, imagine this next plague that involved frogs 
covering the land.  Frogs in the house, in the bedroom, and even frogs in the bed.!

When things get bad enough, Pharaoh sends for Moses and says that he will let the 
people go if Moses pleads with the Lord to take away the frogs.  Yet once he does, 
Pharaoh once again hardens his heart and would not listen.!

Plague #3—Gnats (8:16-19)!

One thing different about the third plague from the first two is that it was unannounced.  
Pharaoh was given a heads up the first two times, but not the third.  God simply told 
Moses to tell Aaron to stretch out his staff and strike the dust of the earth.  When he did, 
it became a swarm of gnats that covered both man and beast.!

Nothing will drive a man crazy like a swarm of gnats!  Yet again, the text says that 
Pharaoh’s heart was hardened and he would not listen.!

Plague #4—Flies (8:20-32)!

Things go from bad to worse with the fourth pestilence.!

Swarms of flies cover the land of Egypt, tormenting all the Egyptians.  One thing to 
notice is that there is a distinction to be seen in the land of Goshen where God’s people 
dwell, where there were no flies.  Once again, however, Pharaoh hardens his heart and 
will not let the people go.!

Plague #5—Death of livestock (9:1-7)!

This plague is described as being a ‘severe’ one as it involves the death of Egyptian 
livestock out in the field—horses, donkeys and camels, the herds and the flocks.  Again, 
the heart of Pharaoh is hardened, and he will not let the people go.!

Plague #6—Boils (9:8-12)!



Moses was instructed to take handfuls of soot and throw it in the air in the sight of 
Pharaoh.  As it spread throughout the air, painful boils broke out in sores on the 
Egyptians.  Have you ever had a painful blister?  Imagine being covered by them.!

This time, the Bible says that the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not 
listen.!

Plague #7—Hail (9:13-35)!

The seventh plague involved a fierce hailstorm that killed any and everyone who was 
not under shelter.  This was unlike any storm that had even been, and it was extremely 
destructive.  Yet once again, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened.!

Plague #8—Locusts (10:1-20)!

Swarms of locusts covered the land of Egypt and devoured every green plant that they 
came in contact with that had not been destroyed by the hail.  They filled the houses of 
the people and were a terrible nuisance.  Yet, the Bible says again that the Lord 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let the people go.!

Plague #9—Darkness (10:21-29)!

The ninth plague involved darkness covering the land of Egypt for three straight days, a 
darkness so dark that you could ‘feel’ it.  However bad as it was, we are told once again 
that the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let God’s people go.  He 
even concluded his words to Moses with a threat.!

Plague #10—Death of the firstborn!

The last plague was the most severe, and it involved the death of all of Egypt’s firstborn, 
from the firstborn of Pharaoh himself to the firstborn of a slave girl behind the hand mill.  
To His people, God gave the command for every household to take a lamb without 
blemish.  They were to keep it close for four days, and then kill it.  They were to take its 
blood and apply to the doorposts of their houses and over the lintel.!



The blood of the lamb would spare them from judgment.  Without the blood, they too 
would be subject to the plague.!

When you read these chapters, you discover that the whole nation suffered as a result 
of Pharaoh’s hard hearted response to the Lord.  As you read about each plague, you 
see the word ‘all’ used again and again.  All the land, all the livestock, all the people, 
and finally all the firstborn.!

Charles Swindoll - “No dictator, Fuher, general, Pharaoh, or president escapes 
accountability for long, however.  God’s judgment wheel will turn; it may grind slowly, but 
it grinds exceedingly fine.” !

Hebrew 4:13 - “No creature is hidden from His sight, but all are naked and 
exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”!

These chapters in Exodus demonstrate to us the thoroughness of God’s judgment.  This 
is the God to whom we give account.!

3. God’s PURPOSE in Judgment (7:4b-6)!

“Then I will lay My hand on Egypt and bring My hosts, My people the children of Israel, 
out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment.  The Egyptians shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I stretch out My hand against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel 
from among them.”!

God has a purpose in mind through the judgment He pours out on Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians.  God says, “All of Egypt will know that I AM the Lord when I stretch out My 
hand against them and bring out My people from among them.”!

Three things we discover about God and our proper response:!

• God is patient, therefore we trust Him—He gave Pharaoh sufficient opportunity to 
repent and submit to His will.!

• God is merciful, therefore we love Him—He shielded His people from the judgments 
He poured out on the Egyptians.!



• God is just, therefore we fear Him—He will not allow the sinful, unbelieving pride of 
man to go unchecked.!

God showcases His glory through both grace and judgment.  When He judges a nation 
for its sin, even though He desires repentance, He always gets the glory.!

Men and women, the headlines today scream “Storm Warning.”  It seems as if the world 
is on the very precipice of war.!

Jesus said that all of this would characterize the generation that living on earth that 
would witness His return.  Things are going to get worse before they get better, but 
make no mistake about it—they will get better.  Jesus is coming again!!

Today our nation ranks as the greatest power on the face of the earth.  But if we put our 
trust in armed might instead of Almighty God, the coming conflict could conceivably go 
against us. History and the Bible indicate that mechanical and material might are 
insufficient in times of great crisis. We need the inner strength that comes from a 
personal, vital relationship with God’s Son, Jesus Christ.!

The wheels of God’s judgment can be heard by discerning souls across the length and 
breadth of nations. Things are happening fast! The need for a return to God has never 
been more urgent.!

Meet Him now as Savior, or later as Judge.  The choice is yours!!

I think the words of Isaiah are appropriate for us today: “Seek the Lord while He may be 
found, call upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on 
him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7).!

The late great preacher, Dr. Harry Ironside, once told a story about a group of early 
pioneers who were making their way across one of the central states to a distant place 
that had been opened up for homesteading.  They traveled in covered wagons drawn by 
oxen, and as you can imagine, progress was quite slow.  One day they were horrified to 
see a long line of smoke in the west, stretching for miles across the prairie, and soon it 



was evident that it was a raging prairie fire as the dried grass was burning fiercely and 
coming toward them rapidly.  The group had crossed a river the day before but it would 
be impossible to go back to that before the flames would be upon them.  Only one man 
in their party seemed to have understanding as to what could be done.  He gave the 
command to set fire to the grass behind them.  Then when a space was burned over, 
the whole company moved back upon it.!

As the flames roared on toward them from the west, a little girl cried out in terror, "Are 
you sure we shall not all be burned up?" The leader replied, "My child, the flames 
cannot reach us here, for we are standing where the fire has been!"!

What a picture of the believer, who is safe in Christ!!

"On Him Almighty vengeance fell,!
Which would have sunk a world to hell.!
He bore it for a chosen race,!
And thus becomes our Hiding Place."!

The fire of God's judgment consumed Him in our place on the cross, and all who are in 
Christ are safe forever, for they are now standing where the fire has been.


