
“Sin, Guilt, and the Forgiveness of God”!
Zechariah 3:1-10!

Let me begin by saying how grateful to God I am for these students who have 
participated in our Radiate weekend.  They have been together the last couple of days 
and have been talking about personal holiness and purity.  Quentin has spoken three 
times, and I also want to say thank you to the leaders who opened up your homes to 
host a group.  It has been an awesome weekend.!

Given the nature of what our students have been studying, the message this morning 
will fit so well because the text that we are going to look at will address the subject of 
guilt and its removal from our lives.  I personally believe that there are a lot of people in 
the church who are living under the weight of shame and guilt from past sin and present 
struggles.  Christians need an accurate understanding of who they are in Christ.  
Without it, we will have an ongoing identity crisis.  My prayer this morning is that if you 
are not yet in Christ, I pray that you will come to see the glory and beauty of the gospel.  
I pray that you come to know the joy of what it truly means to be forgiven and set free 
through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.!

With this in mind, I want you to turn to the book of Zechariah which just so happens to 
be the next to the last book in the Old Testament.  This will be the 33rd message this 
year that I have preached this year in our Scarlet Thread series in which we have been 
tracing the message of the cross throughout the Old Testament.!

When Philip found Nathanael to tell him about Jesus, John tells us that he said:!

John 1:45 - “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”!

He understood the message of the Old Testament to be about the coming of Christ.  
Jesus even once said:!

John 5:39 - “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about Me.”!



Jesus Himself said that the Old Testament writings point the reader to Him.  And so 
when we read the Old Testament in a Christ-centered way, we are approaching it the 
way that God intends.  Perhaps no book of the Old Testament speaks of the coming of 
the Messiah any more than the book of Zechariah.  It is a book that consists of 14 
chapters, and it is frequently referred to in the New Testament.  In fact, Howard Marshall 
has pointed out that in the New Testament, there are:!

• 7 direct quotations of Zechariah!

• 64 allusions or parallels to Zechariah!

William B. Nelson, Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology - “The New 
Testament quotes Zechariah seventy-one times. Thirty-one of these are in Revelation 
and twenty-seven in the Gospels. The second half of Zechariah is the source of the 
more familiar passages cited in the New Testament.”!

The prophet Zechariah ministered in Jerusalem among the returned exiles at the same 
time of Haggai.  Whereas the prophet Haggai’s message emphasized rebuilding the 
temple, Zechariah’s message emphasizes returning to the Lord.  It would not be enough 
for the people to merely reconstruct a building.  They had to return to the Lord with their 
whole heart.  !

Zechariah 1:3 - “Thus declares the Lord of hosts: Return to Me, says the Lord of 
hosts, and I will return to you.”!

The people had been carried off into exile because they had left the Lord.  They had 
forsaken His covenant and abandoned His altar.  Yet He had not abandoned them.!

Though they had returned to Jerusalem few in number, God would still remember His 
covenant promises.  This was to be their hope and confidence.!

The first six chapters of Zechariah record eight separate visions that the Lord gave him 
concerning Jerusalem and the nations.  The vision Zechariah was given in chapter 3 is 
a vision of a tribunal in heaven, a courtroom scene in which one is being accused 



before the Judge. The vision involves three main characters—Joshua the high priest, 
Satan the accuser, and the Angel of the Lord.!

The one being accused is Joshua, the high priest.  Joshua was one of 50,000 exiles 
who had returned to Jerusalem after the years of captivity.  Along with Zerubbabel the 
governor, he was one of the leaders of the people.  As the high priest, his job was to 
represent the people before God in the temple that was being rebuilt.!

In Zechariah’s vision, Joshua is wearing filthy garments and is unfit to represent the 
people.  The Law demanded that the priest be purified and free from defilement before 
he went into the temple to intercede on behalf of the people.  Joshua is a picture of the 
people, and the filthy garments is a picture of the stain of their sin.  The people were 
guilty of having forsaken the Lord.  Joshua is being accused by Satan, much in the way 
that a prosecuting attorney would try to convince a jury of the guilt of some defendant 
who is on trial.!

And so this brings up a very good question—What is the relationship between sin, guilt, 
and the forgiveness of God?  When it comes to guilt, we tend to think more subjectively 
rather than objectively.  There is a big difference between the fact of guilt and the feeling 
of guilt.!

This passage deals with the removal of guilt.  The first step to have your guilt removed 
is acknowledging that it is there.  Even though we are objectively guilty of sin, by the 
grace of God, our guilt can be removed through Jesus Christ.!

From the text, I want you to see two things that we need to understand before we can 
fully experience the forgiveness of God and spiritual freedom in our lives.!

1. Satan’s ACCUSATION against God’s people (3:1-2)!

“Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and 
Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.  And the Lord said to Satan, The Lord 
rebuke you, O Satan!  The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!  Is not this a 
brand plucked from the  fire?”!



In Zechariah’s vision, we’re told that he sees Satan, literally the Accuser, standing at the 
right hand of Joshua in order to accuse him before the Lord.  !

“Accuse” - to oppose as an adversary!

The name ‘Satan’ literally means adversary.  Throughout the biblical story, he is in the 
shadows opposing and trying to subvert the redemptive work of God.!

There’s no sound theology without a sound demonology!!

Erwin Lutzer - “The biblical portrait of Satan is that he does indeed have great power, 
but that it is always limited by the purposes and plans of God.  It is a picture of a proud 
being who has already been humbled.  It is the picture of a being whose greatest asset 
in his war with us is our own ignorance.”!

2 Corinthians 2:11 - “So that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not 
ignorant of his designs.”!

Satan’s ‘designs’ refer to the devices he uses to ensnare and entrap.  One of his 
designs of choice is accusation.!

Throughout Scripture, Satan is presented as the sworn enemy of God’s people who 
accuses them both night and day before the bar of God’s holy justice.  He accuses and 
slanders God’s people in an attempt to deceive them regarding their guilt.!

When it comes to guilt over our sin, Satan will always work to deceive you while God 
will always tell you the truth.  Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would come to convict the 
world of sin, righteousness, and judgment.  Before a person will ever experience 
salvation in Christ, they must become convicted of their sin by God’s Spirit.!

Authentic guilt over our sin is a gift from God.  It is like a warning light on the dashboard 
of your car to alert you that something is wrong inside the engine.  We should never 
ignore it or stifle it.!

2 Corinthians 7:10 - “For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to 
salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.”!



Think of it this way—before a seed is ever planted, the ground must be plowed.  When 
God convicts us of sin and guilt, it is always intended to move us toward repentance 
and faith.  !

Satan, on the other hand, doesn’t convict—he condemns.  As the ‘Accuser,’ he comes 
along and accuses us of those things we know to be true from our perspective.  Yet the 
purpose of his accusation is not so that we will seek grace, but live defeated lives under 
a load of guilt.!

As the ‘Accuser,’ Satan often works in several ways.  To begin with, our enemy wants us 
to feel:!

Hopeless when guilty!

This is the Accuser’s purpose here in Zechariah’s vision.  He is relentless in accusing 
Joshua of his iniquity and guilt, and as such, Joshua is not qualified to stand before 
God.!

Since the priests were commanded to keep themselves clean at all times—on pain of 
death—Joshua’s filthy priest garments served as a terrible embarrassment.  It was an 
offense to God’s holy law.  Satan points out certain facts.!

What are the facts?  Well, Joshua is high priest of God’s people, and they had been 
expelled from the land because of their sin.  And so the Accuser is correct when it 
comes to the fact of Israel’s iniquity.  Someone has said that when Satan talks to us 
about God, he lies, yet when he talks to God about us, he tells the truth.  He is wrong, 
however, to make the accusation that the people are beyond hope.!

Guilty when forgiven!

Another way that he uses accusation is through the use of memory.  He often loves to 
bring up the past.  When I refer to the past, I’m referring to those past sins that we have 
already confessed and repented of and sought the forgiveness of God for.  Things such 
as words we have said, or places we have been; actions we have committed, or 
passions we have pursued.!



Satan will use the past to try to defeat us in the present.!

Notice how the Lord responds to the Accuser in verse 2: “The Lord rebuke you, O 
Satan!  The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!  Is not this a brand plucked 
from the fire?”!

God responds to the devil with all the facts.  And what are all the facts?  The fact that:!

• God has powerfully spoken!

• God has sovereignly chosen!

• God has graciously forgiven!

1 John 2:1-2 - “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may 
not sin.  But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world.”!

For the one who trusts in Jesus Christ, the enemy will try to cloud your mind with guilt 
and shame.  Freedom is knowing who you are in Christ.  It involves appropriating His 
spiritual resources in your life.  We have been saved by His grace, we live by His grace, 
and we are kept by His grace.  !

Innocent when guilty!

Perhaps in a more subtle and sinister way, Satan will try to soothe the conscience of 
those whose sin guilt remains.  He will try to make the saved feel like they are lost, and 
the lost feel like they are saved.  He tries his best to keep sinners in the grip of sin’s 
guilt.  To do that, he will fill the world with lies in an attempt to blind humanity to the true 
nature of its sin and guilt before God.  And by numbing a person to the feelings of guilt, 
he blinds that person to the fact of his or her guilt.  !

He will work hard to influence a person to:!

• Prioritize the flesh!



• Trivialize the spiritual!

• Idolize the world!

In our culture, Satan has convinced the minds of millions that the concept of sin is old 
fashioned and superstitious.  We think that no one should ever feel guilty about 
anything.  Today’s mantra is, “Do whatever you want to do, just as long as it doesn’t hurt 
anyone.”  !

Unfortunately, such empty philosophy ignores the empirical evidence that there is right 
and wrong in the universe.  There is such a thing as objective truth that has been 
determined by a sovereign God.  You and I are subject to His laws just like you are 
subject to the law of gravity.  Don’t believe that? Then flap your arms and try to fly.  No 
matter how much you want to believe you are a bird, the facts prove that you are not.!

The facts tell us that all of us have sinned and fall way short of the glory of God.!

1 John 1:8 - “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us.”!

There is nothing so dangerous as self-deception!  When a person has deceived himself, 
only God can open his eyes to the truth that he has rejected.  Yet Satan will often work 
overtime to try to keep a person blinded to his sin and guilt.  !

Not only do we see Satan’s accusation, but notice more importantly:!

2. God’s ASSURANCE for His people (3:3-10)!

“Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy garments.  And the 
angel said to those who were standing before him, ‘Remove the filthy garments from 
him.’  And to him he said, ‘Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will 
clothe you with pure vestments.’” !

Satan works to accuse us and deceive us about our guilt, but God wants to bring 
assurance to our lives.  Satan accuses Joshua, but God gives him the assurance of 
three important truths:!



Guilt is removed!

Notice verse 4 says, “And the angel said to those who were standing before him, 
‘Remove the filthy garments from him.’”  The stain of his sin was stripped from him.!

Notice that God doesn’t give Joshua a list of things to do in order for him to erase his 
own guilt.  !

“And to him he said, ‘Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you.’”  In an act of 
pure grace, God does for Joshua what Joshua could not do for himself.  He then gives 
him the assurance he needs to know that his iniquity had been been dealt with.  No 
longer did he have to live with the feelings of guilt that stemmed from it.  He had been 
forgiven and set free.  !

This is an awesome picture of God’s grace to forgive us of our guilt, but also to assure 
us that we have been forgiven.  He removes both the stain and shame associated with 
it.!

2 Corinthians 5:17 - “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”!

To be in Christ is to be free from guilt, free from the past, and free from the shame that 
sin brings.  Shame is often the way that guilt manifests itself in our lives.!

Righteousness is given !

Verse 4 also says, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe 
you with pure vestments.”  God strips away Joshua’s guilt, but He also clothes him with 
pure garments that haven't been defiled.!

“Pure” - unblemished holiness!

This is a picture of total cleansing and imputed righteousness.  Joshua had been filthy 
and defiled, and as such was disqualified from representing God’s people.!

Now, he is clothed in pure righteousness and has been made fit to minister to the Lord.!



In 1519, Martin Luther preached a sermon entitles “Two Kinds of Righteousness.”  The 
first kind is what Luther referred to as ‘alien’ righteousness to describe the 
righteousness of Christ given to the one whom He justifies by faith.  The second kind of 
righteousness is the good works of the believer that come as the result of possessing 
the righteousness of Christ.  Luther’s point was that you can’t have one without the 
other.!

Joshua’s guilt is removed, and to him righteousness is given.  This is a picture of what 
God does for the sinner who comes to Jesus in repentance and faith.!

Access is open!

Notice verses 6-7:!

“And the angel of the Lord solemnly assured Joshua, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: If 
you walk in My ways and keep My charge, then you shall rule My house and have 
charge of My courts, and I will give you the right of access among those who are 
standing here.”!

In other words, as you are obedient to Me, you will always have access into My 
sanctuary.  Yet God says that this is a sign of something better that was still on the way!!

Verses 8-10 say:!

“Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you, for they 
are men who are a sign: behold, I will bring My servant the Branch.  For behold, on the 
stone that I have set before Joshua, on a single stone with seven eyes, I will engrave its 
inscription, declares the Lord of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of this land in a 
single day.  In that day, declares the Lord of hosts, every one of you will invite his 
neighbor to come under his vine and under his fig tree.”!

God’s own Servant, the ‘Branch,’ will come, and when He does, He will put away sin in 
a day.!



How will the ‘Branch’ do this?  What will it involve?  And, how will we recognize Him 
when He comes?!

• He will be a Priest King (6:11-13)!

• He will be righteous and have salvation (9:9-10)!

• He will be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (11:12)!

• He will be pierced so a fountain can be opened up (12:10)!

• He will be wounded with stripes and struck (13:6)!

• He will stand in victory on the Mount of Olives (14:4)!

Jesus Christ, the Righteous Branch, was pierced for our transgressions, paid the price 
for our guilt and shame, and become clothed in our iniquity so we could become clothed 
in His righteousness through faith.  Satan may accuse you, Christian, but remember 
that you have an Advocate before the Father who took His wounds back to heaven with 
Him.!

Isaiah 53:5-6 - “He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His 
wounds we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—
every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”!

Several years ago, Mandisa recorded a song that really gets to the heart of what it 
means to wrestle with guilt and find peace in the assurance of God’s forgiveness:!

I stand accused!
There's a list a mile long!

Of all my sins!
Of everything that I've done wrong!

I'm so ashamed!
There's nowhere left for me to hide!

This is the day!



I must answer for my life!

My fate is in the Judge's hands!
But then He turns to me and says!

I know you, I love you!
I gave My life to save you!

Love paid the price for mercy!
My verdict—not guilty!

When the Judge reads the verdict over your life, what will He say?  Has your sin and 
guilt been removed, or does it remain?  Know that if it has been removed, it is the 
enemy who is at work in your life trying to discourage and deceive you.  However, if it 
has not been removed, then perhaps the Holy Spirit is working to convict you and bring 
you to a true saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.!

When it comes to guilt, all of us are in three categories:!

• Ignoring the fact of your guilt!

• Languishing over your guilt!

• Forgiven through Jesus Christ, not guilty!

Listen, if I were not 100% convinced that my guilt has been removed, I would not leave 
this service until I had that assurance in my heart.


