
“Moses: According to Plan”!
Exodus 6:2-9!

The longer that you and I live, the more we discover that life is full of surprises.  When 
we are young, we make plans and live as if our whole life is in front of us.  Yet, we are 
also clueless of the fact that life can turn on a dime.!

What couple has not had to learn this at some point in their marriage?  Upon marriage, 
a young couple dream of having a house and a family, only to discover through an 
agonizing process that they can’t have any children.  !

Or, consider the young college student who works hard through school to get good 
grades in a field of study that he or she is very interested in, only to graduate and move 
back home and never find a job?  It has happened more than once.!

The point that I am trying to make is that we often make plans, only to soon learn that 
things don’t always go according to plan.!

illus. of the life of Amy Carmichael !

Amy Carmichael - “Pray for the courage of faith; pray for the patience that waits and 
does not hurry on before God’s leading; for the love that cannot be tired out of loving 
whatever happens.  God give us a brave faith and a very tender love that counts 
nothing too much to endure for our Lord, crucified and risen!”!

Things don’t always turn out the way that we plan them to.  Our plans are frequently 
subject to change and circumstances.  But God’s plan is always perfect and on-time!!

Moses found himself in a similar situation in which he had to learn this.  God had 
appeared to Moses while he was in the desert and miraculously revealed Himself in a 
burning bush.  He revealed Himself as “I AM” and revealed His plan to rescue the 
descendants of Abraham from their bondage in Egypt.  Moses would be the instrument 
used by God to accomplish this.!



The fourth chapter of Exodus shows us how Moses was at first hesitant to go.  He 
argues with God somewhat and told God that    the people wouldn’t believe him.  In 
response to his lack of faith, the Lord gives Moses two signs in order to demonstrate His 
power:!

• Moses’ staff becomes a serpent!

• Moses’ hand becomes leprous !

Even when given such miraculous signs, Moses is still hesitant and lacks confidence.  
In verse 10, he uses his own lack of eloquence and speaking ability as an excuse.  He 
says, “I am not eloquent, but I am slow of speech and tongue.”!

(Number one fear in America—public speaking.)!

The Lord reminds Moses:!

Exodus 4:11-12 - “Then the Lord said to him, ‘Who has made man’s mouth?  Who 
makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind?  Is it not I, the Lord?  Now therefore 
go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.’”!

Even when reminded of God’s sovereign power over his life, Moses is still unsure.  “Oh, 
my Lord, please send someone else.”  God didn’t intend to send someone else.  He 
intended to send Moses.  Yet Moses is going to have to learn the fact that his 
usefulness to God is not about his own strength.!

God’s plan is not dependent upon my strength and your strength.  His sovereign will is 
based solely on His own strength and power.!

Proverbs 19:21 - “Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of 
the Lord that will stand.”!

It is true that we make our plans in life, and things don’t always go according to plan, at 
least from our perspective.  But things always go according to plan with God, and what 
we see as being obstacles the Lord God sees as means.!



Philip Graham Ryken - “Exodus is God-centered book with a God-centered message 
that teaches us to have a God-centered life.  Whatever problems we have, whatever 
difficulties we face, the most important thing is to know who God is.  We are called to 
place our trust in the One who says, ‘I am the Lord.’  When there is trouble in the family, 
and we don’t know how to bring peace, He says, ‘I am the Lord.’  When a relationship is 
broken and cannot be mended, He says, ‘I am the Lord.’  When nothing seems to go 
right, and it is not certain how things will ever work out—even then He says, ‘I am the 
Lord.’”!

These chapters here in the book of Exodus that we are going to look at this morning 
deal with Moses and his arrival in Egypt and how from his perspective, things weren’t 
going according to plan.  Yet from God’s perspective, things were right on schedule.  I 
want to point out a few things as they relate to God’s plan.!

1.  DIFFICULTY in the plan of God (5:1-23)!

The fourth chapter concludes with Moses and Aaron arriving in Egypt where they first 
meet with the people and share with them the plan that God had revealed.  Verse 31 
says that the people believed and bowed their heads in worship.  Step 1—check!  !

Moses is no doubt full of enthusiasm as he heads to Pharaoh’s court.  The people of 
Israel had believed him, and now, surely the hard part had been done.!

Not so much…!

I don’t know why we often have in our minds the idea that life for us as believers is 
supposed to be problem free.  Far too often we live under the impression that because 
we are worshipers of God, all of our problems and disappointments must be outside of 
the will of God.  Surely the plan of God doesn’t involve personal difficulty!  God’s plan 
would never involve my own personal inconvenience, right?!

God never said that a life of faith would be easy.  In fact, just the opposite is true.  Jesus 
said that His followers carry a cross of discomfort, not a couch of convenience.  The 



greatest Christian who ever lived was Paul, and he experienced his share of difficulty in 
the will of God.!

Acts 14:19-22 - “But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded 
the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he 
was dead.  But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered 
the city, and on the next day he went with Barnabas to Derbe.  When they had 
preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to 
Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, 
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”!

Moses is going to have to learn that sometimes there is difficulty in the plan of God.  
The difficulty is not with God, but with us.  In other words, God’s plan is not difficult for 
Him to carry out, but is often hard for us to accept because it involves discomfort.  All of 
us naturally look for an easy way out in life, but no such way exists for those who are 
followers of Jesus.!

Pharaoh presents a problem in Moses’ mind.  From Moses’ perspective, he seems to 
present an insurmountable challenge.  He is the most powerful man in the world.  He 
has incredible wealth and a fierce military at his disposal.  !

How could a bunch of slaves ever stand up to such a force?!

Maybe Moses was under the impression that Pharaoh was just going to let the people 
of Israel walk right on out of Egypt without a fight.  He never imagined for one second 
that things were going to harder for the people before they got better.!

Pharaoh increases their burden by making them collect straw.!

Notice what the attitude of the Israelites was toward Moses.  They say, “Some savior 
you are!  You've not helped our situation one bit.  You’ve only made it worse!”  The 
people blame Moses for their additional suffering.!



Disappointment led to disillusionment.  Do you know what it means to experience 
disillusionment?  It comes from a feeling of disappointment that results from the 
discovery that things didn’t turn out the way that you had hoped.!

Moses had no one to turn to.  He had no one to plead his case.  He had no one who 
would speak up for him.  Moses simply did what any of us ought to do when met with 
disappointment:!

“Then Moses turned to the Lord…”!

5:22-23 - “Then Moses turned to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord, why have You done 
evil to this people?  Why did You ever send me?  For since I came to Pharaoh to 
speak in Your name, he has done evil to this people, and You have not delivered 
Your people at all.’”!

Moses has somewhat of a pity party, “I told You so” kind of an attitude in response to the 
difficulty he encountered.  He still had not rid himself of the idea that he himself was in 
someway supposed to be the deliverer and that he was failing.!

Moses is going to learn that God’s ways are not our ways, His thoughts are not our 
thoughts, and when things look the most bizarre and backwards from our perspective, 
God’s sovereign hand is in the mix.!

I imagine at this point that Moses felt like the loneliest man in all of the world.  His family 
were left behind in Midian.  The people he had been sent to lead wanted nothing to do 
with him.  He was a laughing stock to Pharaoh and his subjects.  !

And yet strange as it may seem to us, this was all part of the plan of God.  The best 
setting for the Lord to do His most ideal work is when things are absolutely impossible 
and we feel totally unqualified to handle it ourselves.  That is His favorite circumstance, 
His ideal working conditions.!

He does His best work when there seems to be no way forward:!

• He will take 300 men and defeat the most sophisticated army around!



• He will take 5 loaves and 2 small fish and feed a crowd of 5,000 people!

• He will take 12 ordinary men and turn the world upside down with their foolish yet 
eyewitness testimony!

God does His most magnificent work when the situation seems totally impossible from a 
human point of view, and we feel absolutely unprepared and unable to do anything 
about it, yet our eyes are on Him.  That way, He alone gets the glory.!

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 - “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 
wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of 
noble birth.  But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 
so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.  And because of Him 
you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.”!

Moses is having to learn this truth.  He is having to come to grips with the fact that he is 
insufficient in himself to be the deliverer of the people.  !

He will have to come to the end of himself, to the end of all his resources, so that he 
might completely cast himself upon the power of divine omnipotence.!

J. Oswald Sanders - “The leader must be one who, while welcoming the friendship and 
support of all who can offer it, has sufficient resources to stand alone, even in the face 
of fierce opposition, in the discharge of his responsibilities.  He or she must be prepared 
to have no one but God.” !

Moses is about to learn that it is all part of the plan of God.!

It is amazing at how quickly we throw in the towel when we find ourselves up against a 
little bit of adversity.  And yet the adversity he is experiencing is the very thing that God 



is using to bring Moses to the end of himself.  In that way, his personal disappointment 
is really his greatest blessing.!

God lets us hit rock bottom so we learn that He is the Rock.!

At the first sign of trouble, Moses is at the point of despair.  He need to be patient and 
keep on doing what God had called him to do because God was still at work.  You and I 
need to be cautious about deciding whether something is God’s will or not by how it is 
turning out right at this moment.!

The plan of God is more like roast beef in a crock pot than it is a bowl of beanie weanies 
that you throw in the microwave.!

The Word of God teaches us that God sometimes allows trouble and difficulty so that 
we grow in patience and faith.  Moses seemed to have been under the impression that 
the Exodus would happen immediately.  He expects immediate results.!

Remember that Israel had been in Egypt more than 400 years.  There are four centuries 
of time that pass by in the plan of God between Genesis 50 and Exodus 1, but things 
were going right according to plan.  He had to be patient and learn to wait.!

When it comes to life, things almost never turn out the way we expect them to, 
especially at the first.  God loves to glorify Himself in ways that go far beyond our limited 
understanding.  !

If we apply this to the church, we can guarantee that no truly successful ministry ever 
moves forward without time and difficulty.  We are so enamored with success that we 
have lost sight of its true definition—faithfulness.  I can’t help but believe that sometimes 
we have quit before God has even started.!

If God expected us to give up every time that encounter a little bit of difficulty, the work 
of God would never get off the ground.!



Hebrews 10:35-36 - “Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a 
great reward.  For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the 
will of God you may receive what is promised.”!

“Endurance” - word is ‘hupomone’ and means patience that continues; the 
characteristic of a man who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose by even the 
greatest trials !

It is the same word used in James 1:3 that says the testing of our faith produces 
‘endurance.’  It is descriptive of a persevering attitude that holds up when under 
pressure.!

Don’t let difficulty in the plan of God throw you for a loop!!

2.  CONFIDENCE in the power of God (6:1-5)!

“1 But the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for with a 
strong hand he will send them out, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his 
land.’  2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, ‘I am the Lord.  3 I appeared to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name the Lord I did not make Myself 
known to them.  4 I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of 
Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners.  5 Moreover, I have heard the 
groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have 
remembered My covenant.”!

Though disappointed and disillusioned, Moses is reminded of God’s power and control.  
God says, “Now you are going to see what I am about to do.”  It never was about what 
Moses was going to do.  Moses is having to learn how to trust in God’s sovereign 
power.!

Since God is sovereign, when trouble comes or when things don’t work out quite the 
way we planned, we can be confident of the fact that He is still in control.  Maybe Moses 
felt like a complete failure, or maybe he was embarrassed.    !



He was having to learn that God’s plan is not brought about by man’s strength; it is 
always brought about by God’s own sovereign power.  Think about how this has already 
been demonstrated in Genesis with the story of God’s providential control over the 
circumstances that surround the life of Abraham as well as the life of Joseph. !

Moses needed greater confidence; the source of his confidence would not be in his own 
ability.  He was not Israel’s deliverer—the Lord God Himself was!  God never told 
Moses, “You are.”  That’s why He wanted Moses to remember, “I AM.”!

How often do we become discouraged in life when we think of all the things that we 
aspire to be, but realize that we are not.  Or the things that we don’t want to be, but 
realize that we are.  Some people perpetually live there:!

• I’m not smart enough!

• I’m not capable enough!

• I’m not strong enough!

My focus in life isn’t supposed to be on what I’m not.  Rather, it is supposed to be on 
who and what He is.  In effect, God says to Moses, “It doesn’t matter what you are not.  
You just need to know that I AM.”  Watch My power be put on display!!

There’s only one qualification necessary for you to be a man or woman who is used by 
God.  Do you know what it is?  It is weakness.  God’s economy is upside down from 
ours.  We tend to elevate those with what we perceive as possessing some great 
personal talents or strength.  We are attracted to strength and ashamed of weakness.!

With God, the opposite is true.  He is attracted to brokenness.!

Paul admitted that he himself had to learn this lesson:!

2 Corinthians 12:9 - “But He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My 
power is made perfect in weakness.’  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of 
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”!



God looks for those who are weak enough for Him to use.  Let’s face it—some people 
are just simply too strong for God to use.!

One of my favorite poems was written by Myra Brooks Welch, and it tells the story of an 
old violin at an auction that was being auctioned off at a cheap price, one that nobody 
wanted:!

'Twas battered and scarred,!
And the auctioneer thought it!

hardly worth his while!
To waste his time on the old violin,!

but he held it up with a smile.!
"What am I bid, good people", he cried,!

"Who starts the bidding for me?"!
"One dollar, one dollar, Do I hear two?"!

"Two dollars, who makes it three?"!
"Three dollars once, three dollars twice, going for three,"!

But, No,!
From the room far back a gray haired man!

Came forward and picked up the bow,!
Then wiping the dust from the old violin!

And tightening up the strings,!
He played a melody, pure and sweet!

As sweet as the angel sings.!
The music ceased and the auctioneer!
With a voice that was quiet and low,!

Said "What now am I bid for this old violin?"!
As he held it aloft with its' bow.!

"One thousand, one thousand, Do I hear two?"!
"Two thousand, Who makes it three?"!

"Three thousand once, three thousand twice,!
Going and gone", said he.!

The audience cheered,!
But some of them cried,!



"We just don't understand."!
"What changed its' worth?"!

Swift came the reply.!
"The Touch of the Masters Hand."!

"And many a man with life out of tune!
All battered and bruised with sin!

Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd!
Much like that old violin!

A mess of pottage, a glass of wine,!
A game and he travels on.!

He is going once, he is going twice,!
He is going and almost gone.!

But the Master comes,!
And the foolish crowd never can quite understand,!
The worth of a soul and the change that is wrought!

By the Touch of the Masters' Hand. !

It is the Master’s touch on our weak lives that makes all the difference.  His plan is 
carried out by His power, and He delights in using people who are weak and dependent 
upon Him.  His grace is made perfect through weakness.  You can’t be too weak for 
God to use, but you can be too strong.!

Notice here in the text that no less than five times in Exodus 6 does God say to Moses, 
“I Am the Lord.”  Moses’ confidence needed to be in the ‘I AM’ who had called him, not 
in his own strength or lack thereof.!

3.  TRUST in the promises of God (6:6-9)!

“6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will 
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment.  7 I will take you 
to be My people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the Lord your 
God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.  8 I will bring 
you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to 



you for a possession. I am the Lord.’  9 Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but 
they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery.”!

God’s plan is dependent upon God’s power to carry out, and instead of giving us 
explanations of how He does this, God gives us promises to stake our lives upon.!

God reminds Moses of both His person and His promises.!

I AM the Lord!!

• I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians!

• I will deliver you from slavery to them!

• I will redeem you with an outstretched arm!

• I will take you to be My people!

• I will be your God!

• I will bring you into the land that I swore to give!

• I will give it to you for a possession !

I AM the Lord!!

God says to Moses, who is then to tell the people of Israel, “Because I AM, know that I 
will.”  In between this two-fold declaration of His person, seven promises are made.!

God wanted His people to understand that the answer to all of their problems was to be 
found in Him alone.  Every aspect of their salvation depended upon His person and 
promise.  Their salvation began with God because it all came from His grace, and it 
would end with God because it would redound to His glory.  Whatever difficulties 
showed up in between would be handled because He is the Lord.!

Because He is sovereign in His person, God’s promises are always sure.  His promises 
flow from His person.!



Jesus said that the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.  He promises to save 
because He is our Savior.  He promises to deliver because He is our Deliverer.  He 
promises to rule because He is our Ruler.  He promises to provide because He is our 
Provider.  I AM—I WILL!

When He says He will do something, it is sure and steadfast, and nothing can keep it 
from coming to pass.  It is because His promises flow from His character.  The God of 
Scripture is a Promiser by nature.  He does not give us explanations to live by, but 
promise to count on.  He has made known His redemptive plan through progressive 
revelation.  As His redemptive plan unfolds throughout the Bible, He gives promises 
along the way.!

2 Peter 1:3-4 - “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us to His own glory and 
excellence, by which He has granted to us His precious and very great promises, 
so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.”!

2 Corinthians 1:20 - “For all the promises of God find their ‘Yes’ in Him.  That is 
why it is through Him that we utter our ‘Amen’ to God for His glory.”!

God’s plan is inextricably tied to His to both His person and His promises.  How many of 
you know that with God, things always go according to plan?  This is always, true even 
when from our perspective things don’t seem to make sense.!

Take Aways from the Passage:!

• Sometimes, the plan of God involves personal pain!

• God’s plan is inextricably tied to His character!

• When we can’t trace the details of God’s plan, we can always trust His promises!

illus. of John the Baptist!



Matthew 11:3-6 - “Are You the One who is to come, or shall we look for another?  
And Jesus answered them, Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have the good news preached to them.  And 
blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.”!

Things always go according to plan with a sovereign God.  The death and resurrection 
of Jesus is the greatest example of this.  When things don’t make sense from our 
perspective, they make perfect sense from His.  !

Our faith must rest in Christ alone!


