
“Characteristics of Courageous Faith”!
1 Kings 18:1-46!

The 1930’s has gone down in history as one of the hardest decades that America has 
ever experienced.  You and I know it as the time of the Great Depression, the time that 
followed the stock market crash of 1929, a time of woe and want for many.  !

Adding to the difficulty of those days was the Dust Bowl of the 1930’s in the heartland of 
America.  The term ‘Dust Bowl’ refers to the drought-stricken Southern Plains region of 
the U.S., which suffered severe dust storms due to the dry conditions.  As high winds 
and choking dust swept the region from Texas to Nebraska, people and livestock were 
killed and crops failed across the entire region.  The Dust Bowl intensified the crushing 
economic impacts of the Great Depression and drove many farming families on a 
desperate migration across the country in search of work and better living conditions.!

A couple of decades ago, Time magazine did a piece on what was being referred to at 
the time “The Drought of 1996,” when conditions were eerily similar to the Dust Bowl of 
the 1930’s.  One of the survivors of the Dust Bowl said:!

“We could see it coming in my part of western Iowa.  At first there was a yellow haze 
across the horizon, and then as the dust climbed in the hot sky, it became orange and 
finally brown, and the sun was dimmed.  In the first minutes we stood in silent groups 
watching, and then windows were slammed shut despite the 100 degree heat, and the 
women pushed strips of rags around frames and sills in a pathetic effort to keep the 
monster at bay.  It never worked.  The dust found the crevices and loose joints and piled 
up in the corners and drifted through the air.  Sometimes you could hear it on the roof.”!

In 1 Kings 17-18, the nation of Israel is experiencing its own ‘Dust Bowl’ as it has been 
three years and six months since the last drop of rain fell from the sky.  And by the time 
we make it into chapter 18, Elijah is at the top of the ‘most wanted’ list.!

The prophet Elijah has gone down in redemptive history as an example of someone 
who stands for truth, even if it means standing alone.  His life and ministry reminds 
believers that we are a ‘peculiar’ people who proclaim a peculiar message.  With bold 



determination, Elijah confronted the culture of his day and in so doing, served as a 
faithful herald of the Messiah who would one day to save His people.!

The ministry of John the Baptist was like Elijah’s in many ways.  In fact, Jesus even 
referred to John as the ‘Elijah’ which is to come.  John was the forerunner of Christ.  !

We have already considered the cultural context of Elijah’s life, as well as his 
confrontational style.  Like a streak of lightning that dashes across the sky, he appears 
out of nowhere on the pages of Scripture and boldly confronts King Ahab over his 
idolatry.  In 1 Kings 17, he simply declares by the word of the Lord that it will not rain 
until he says so.  He immediately goes into hiding for the next three years.  After those 
years, God calls him to confront Ahab once more, and chapter 18 records one of the 
most epic showdowns found anywhere in Scripture, and it all happened on the top of 
Mount Carmel.!

Located on the coast of northern Israel, Mount Carmel lies just south and east of the 
modern city of Haifa.  In fact, it is now part of the largest national park in Israel, known 
as Carmel Mountain National Park.  On the top of the mountain, there is a statue of the 
prophet Elijah.  He’s holding up a knife in one hand while his foot is on the neck of one 
of the prophets of Baal.!

Elijah is an example of courageous faith, a man who dared to live out the courageous 
calling that God placed on his life.  In many ways, he is a fitting illustration of what it 
means to be a prophet of God.  From his life, there are several characteristics of 
courageous, prophetic faith that I want to turn your attention to for the next few minutes.!

1.  LIVING in relationship with God!

As a prophet, Elijah was a man of God.  His ministry was not disconnected from his life.  
His spiritual strength came from his walk with God.  He found his life in a relationship 
with God.!

When you consider the lives of the Old Testament prophets, you will discover that there 
are times when God would sort of get them off to the side so they could spend time 



alone with Him.  It was critical for the prophet to spend uninterrupted time alone in the 
presence of God, seeking the will of God and strength for His work.  It was there that 
God revealed His truth to them.!

Before the contest on Mount Carmel ever took place, God had to shape Elijah in 
solitude.  He had to be personally prepared before he confronted the people of God and 
represent God before them.  Everything that he says and does had to flow out of an 
intimate personal relationship with God.!

Therefore, the most important thing in Elijah’s life was his personal relationship with 
God.  Everything else would flow from that.  This is why we see phrases, like with 
Moses, when it says, “God would speak to Moses face-to-face, as a man speaks with 
his friend.”  It is an incredible picture of intimacy, and it was necessary in order for the 
prophet to represent the Word of God and the presence of God to His people.!

The prophet’s strength didn’t come from his ‘cool factor.’  !

He had to walk with God, which meant that the most important time in the prophet's life 
was the time that no one else saw.  His strength came from closeness with God, apart 
from everyone and everything else.  Elijah needed intimacy with God, because even 
when he stood before the people, he would be alone.  His message was not going to 
make him the most popular guy in school.  So, prophets needed to learn how to find 
their strength in solitude with God. !

God shaped Elijah in a place of solitude.  In 17:3, God had said, “Elijah, hide yourself.”  
Then notice here in 18:1, God says, “Go, show yourself.”  Elijah had to live in 
relationship with God.  The time that he spent in secret with God would prepare him for 
the time to stand openly for God.!

2.  BELIEVING in the promises of God!

Not only is Elijah an example of living in relationship with God, but notice also that he is 
an example of what it means to believe in the promises of God.  He is a man who 
walked with God and depended upon every word that God had said.!



God sustains Elijah in these chapters with His own provision that came in the form of a 
promise.  Earlier in chapter 17, the Lord God promised to provide for Elijah’s needs.  
While the drought was becoming severe in the land, God was taking care of Elijah.  !

Consider how this is seen:!

• He promised to give him water from the brook Cherith!

• He promised to supply him with food from ravens!

• He promised to take care of his needs through the widow!

In 18:1, the Bible says that the Word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying, 
“Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.”  Notice how Elijah 
simply responds with obedience and faith.  He is acting upon the promise of God.!

The prophets trusted in God’s promises because they knew this world ultimately was 
not their home.  They were out of step with the world around them because they lived 
and longed for the world that is unseen.  Hebrews 11 says they were like strangers in a 
foreign country.  They were aliens here, looking for a better country of their own. !

Hebrews 11:39 - “And all these, though commended through their faith, did not 
received what was promised.”!

Elijah, as well as all the other prophets in the Old Testament, gave their lives and risked 
all they had.  Faith in what God had said led them to live risky lives of insane obedience.  
They faced persecution, danger, and were no strangers to suffering.  Yet not one of 
them received what they had been promised, what they had prophesied about. Instead, 
they lived and died while always looking forward.!

1 Peter 1:10 - “Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the 
grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully.”!

In other words, the prophets looked forward to Christ.!

3.  DECLARING the Word of God!



Elijah lived in relationship with God, and believed in the promises of God.  Notice also 
that he is an example of what it means to faithfully declare the Word of God.  Prophets 
could not remain silent.  They had to voice what they knew to be truth.!

Elijah was given the task of faithfully declaring the ‘Word of the Lord.’  In fact, you ought 
to count up the number of times that you find that phrase in these chapters.  It is there 
at least ten or eleven times.  !

It is an act of faith to declare God’s Word.  !

David Roper - “God’s Word requires little or no ornamentation.  It simply needs to be 
stated.  Truth sets up a sympathetic vibration in the soul.  God’s law is written there, 
which means that everything we say has been heard before.  When we speak truth the 
conscience resonates with it.  The hardest heart is at the mercy of God’s Word.” !

Jeremiah 23:29 - “Is not My word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer 
that breaks the rock in pieces?”!

Just like a shout in the French Alps can start an avalanche, so a single word spoken in 
God’s way and in God’s time can have a seismic effect.  To be a prophet was to ‘forth-
tell” what God had revealed.  That is exactly what Elijah does in this text, and it causes 
an avalanche!!

18:17 - “When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, ‘Is it you, you troubler of 
Israel?’”!

In other words, Ahab is saying, “I can’t believe my eyes!  Is it finally you, you trouble 
maker?”  Notice he is accusing Elijah of being the one who is making waves.  That’s 
what you’ll always be labeled as if you are a true prophet of God.  Declaring the word of 
the Lord isn’t always popular, especially when it is a rebuke to idolatry.  Elijah is a 
‘disturber’ of the status quo.!

18:18-19 - “And he answered, ‘I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your 
father’s house, because you have abandoned the commandments of the Lord and 
followed the Baals.  Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount 



Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at 
Jezebel’s table.’”!

Elijah throws down the gauntlet and issues a challenge.  He alone as the prophet of the 
Lord, versus 850 of those on Ahab and Jezebel’s payroll.!

Once everyone is present on the mountain, Elijah says:!

18:21 - “How long will you go limping between two different opinions?  If the Lord 
is God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him.’  And the people did not answer 
him a word.”!

He calls the Israelites out on their fence straddling.  They had been dabbling in a little bit 
of Baal worship, while at the same time dabbling in a little bit of Yahweh worship.  Elijah 
essentially says, “Either be cold, or hot.  But you can’t have it both ways.”!

Jesus said the same thing about the church in Laodicea:!

Revelation 3:15-16 - “I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot.  Would that 
you were either cold or hot!  So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor 
cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.”!

Elijah tells the people to come down off the fence of indecision.  Either they were for the 
God of Israel, or they were against Him.  It is Baal or Jehovah, but they could not have it 
both ways.!

Notice that Elijah sets forth the terms of the contest in verses 22-24:!

• he calls for two bulls to be given, one for him and one for the prophets of Baal!

• the bulls were to be prepared as sacrifices on two different altars!

• the prophets of Baal would call on Baal, and Elijah would call on the Lord God!

Elijah tells the people, “The God who answers by fire, He is God.”  And all the people 
agree to the terms.!

Notice what happens:!



18:26-29 - “And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and 
called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, ‘O Baal, answer 
us!’  But there was no voice, and no one answered.  And they limped around the 
altar that they had made.  And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, ‘Cry aloud, for 
he is a god.  Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, 
or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.’  And they cried aloud and cut 
themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out 
upon them.  And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of 
the oblation, but there was no voice.  No one answered; no one paid attention.”!

Despite all their attempt, Baal didn't answer.  There was no fire on the altar.  The only 
thing that was burning was a bunch of calories by these false prophets foolishly jumping 
around.!

4.  PRAYING with confidence in God!

Elijah lives in relationship with God, believes in the promise of God, declares the Word 
of God, and notice how he prays with confidence in God.!

Watch what happens in verses 30-35:!

• Elijah calls on the people to come near!

• he repaired the altar of the Lord that had been thrown down by taking 12 stones 
according to the number of tribes, the ones to whom the Word of the Lord came; he 
builds an altar in the name of the Lord!

• he digs a trench around the altar, prepares the wood and the sacrifice, and then has 
it soaked with four large jars of water and has it repeated three times!

He then begins to pray:!

18:36-38 - “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that 
You are God in Israel, and that I am Your servant, and that I have done all these 



things at Your word.  Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may know 
that You, O Lord, are God, and that You have turned their hearts back.”!

There is no jumping up and down, no blood letting, and no useless calorie burning.  It is 
a simple prayer of faith offered with complete confidence in the God who hears and 
answers the prayer of the righteous.  (Integrity vs. Intensity)!

We’ve already seen a glimpse of Elijah’s prayer life:!

James 5:16-18 - “The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 
working.  Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it 
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth.  
Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.”!

It is not prayer itself that is powerful.  Rather, it is the One to whom we pray that 
matters.  Remember, Elijah’s name reflects his faith—“The Lord is My God.”  Remember 
what he told Ahab back in chapter 17: “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives.”  His 
confidence was in the Lord, the ‘living’ God.!

Baal was a dead and lifeless idol that could not speak, could not save, and could not 
ignite even a spark on the altar.  Baal had failed, and God was about to go work, but not 
before Elijah prayed.  It is interesting that the one instrument Elijah put to use was the 
instrument of prayer.!

I have heard it said that we treat prayer more like a spare tire than a steering wheel—
we use it only in emergency situations.  Prayer must be our first response, not our last 
resort.!

One of my heroes was Hudson Taylor, missionary to China.!

Howard Taylor - “The sun never rose on China for forty years but that God did not find 
my father [Hudson Taylor] in prayer.”!



At the time of Hudson Taylor’s death, the China Inland Mission was an international 
body with 825 missionaries living in all eighteen provinces of China with more than 300 
mission stations, more than 500 local Chinese helpers, and 25,000 Christian converts.!

Hudson Taylor - “Do not have your concert first, and then tune your instrument 
afterwards.  Begin the day with the Word of God and prayer, and get first of all into 
harmony with Him.”!

5.  SEEKING the glory of God!

Living in relationship with God, believing in the promise of God, declaring the Word of 
God, and praying with confidence in God.  What is the motive?  Elijah would say 
seeking the glory of God.!

Notice what happens in response to his prayer:!

18:38-39 - “Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering and the 
wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.  
And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, ‘The Lord, He is 
God; the Lord, He is God.’”!

God had turned the hearts of His people back to Himself.!

The showdown had been intense.  Elijah had stood firm.  God gave the victory, and it 
was all for His own personal glory.  It is interesting to me at how many contests there 
are on mountain tops throughout the Bible.  Have you ever thought about it?!

• Mount Moriah—Abraham and Isaac!

• Mount Sinai—Moses and Israel!

• Mount Carmel—Elijah and Israel!

The ultimate showdown happened on Calvary as Jesus Christ, our Savior and Faithful 
Prophet, took on the forces of sin, Satan, and death.  Elijah, as well as all of the 
prophets, ultimately lived for the purpose of pointing to Christ.!



Hebrews 1:1-2 - “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son.”!

John 1:45 - “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”!

Prophets were those who lived in relationship with God.  Well, no one had lived in 
relationship with the Father like Jesus had as God’s own perfect Son.    !

Prophets were those who believed the promises of God.  Well, He was tempted and 
tried, but never once did He doubt the promises.  He lived a life of perfect obedience. !

Prophets were those who declared the Word of God.  Well, Jesus declared truth to the 
world like no other, for He came as the Word of God incarnate.    !

Prophets were those who prayed with confidence.  See Him praying in garden as His 
sweat became like great drops of blood.  See Him suffering and dying in the sinner’s 
place.  Here Him praying on the cross, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they 
do!”  And see Him raised to life again as death could not keep His body in the cold grip 
of the tomb.!

Just as the fire of God fell and consumed Elijah’s sacrifice, the fire of God’s judgment 
fell on Jesus at the cross.  There at the cross, the flames of God’s wrath consumed 
Christ, our sin bearer and perfect sacrificial Lamb.  It had to be this way so that 
disobedient people could be forgiven, so that lost sheep could be found.  Now, all you 
need to do is simply look at the cross and the empty tomb and there you will discover, 
“The Lord, He is God!  The Lord, He is God!”!

Think of all that Christ has purchased for you as a believer!  Through His death and 
resurrection, Jesus gives me:!

• Access into the presence of God!

• Assurance of the promises of God!

• Authority in the power of God!



• Availability for the purpose of God!

To stand for God requires courageous faith.  Ministry and mission is challenging, and it 
is not for the faint of heart or for the uncommitted.  We need some modern-day Elijah’s.!

Where did his confidence come from?  He knew that he was right where God wanted 
him to be.  He was in the will of God.!

• Seeking the will of God involves prayer!

• Knowing the will of God brings confidence!

• Doing the will of God requires surrender!

Elijah shows us the impact that one person can have who completely and totally 
surrendered to do the will of God.  He is desperate for God’s presence, dependent upon 
God’s Word, and is devoted to God’s mission.!

While I realize that we are not Elijah, and the obstacles that we face as a church pale in 
comparison to what he faced on Mount Carmel, I do want to make some application 
specific to where we are.  We too must be desperate for God’s presence, dependent 
upon His Word, and devoted to His mission.  This is courageous faith.  As a church, we 
ought to engage in our mission with a confidence greater than Elijah’s because One 
greater than Elijah now indwells us—the Holy Spirit.!

Will it be business as usual?  Or, will we take risks for the glory of God?


