
“Abraham: Man of Faith, part 3”!
Genesis 22:1-19!

Abraham’s life of faith was launched when he left Ur of the Chaldeans in obedience to 
the call and promise of God that He would bless him and make him into a great nation 
and that all the nations of the earth would be blessed through him.  This was the 
moment of initial faith that led to a lifetime of growing faith.  !

Over the years, the promise was repeated and reiterated to him by the Lord.  Even 
when he made the decision to sojourn in Egypt, God faithfully brought Abram back to a 
place of trust and obedience as his faith was growing.!

Sometime later, Genesis 15 says that Abram lay fretting one night over his childless 
condition and the Lord God promises him that he would one day have a son.  God took 
him out under the stars and challenged him to look up into the night sky and count 
them, if he could.  God said, “As the stars are numerous in the night sky, so shall your 
offspring be.”!

Genesis 15:6 - “And he believed the Lord, and He counted it to him as 
righteousness.”!

Since leaving Ur of the Chaldeans, Abraham had come a very long way, not just in 
terms of miles traveled, but also in how great his faith had become.  He had 
experienced a number of trials and tests, some of which he passed, and others of which 
he failed.  During those long years of waiting and trusting between chapters 12 and 22, 
Abraham’s faith had been somewhat uneven.  Moments of tremendous faith are seen in 
contrast with his impatience and decisions to try and take matters into his own hands.  
We read with curiosity and intrigue these chapters that reveal Abraham struggling to 
wait patiently for God’s promise to be fulfilled, even taking matters into his own hands 
by having a son with Hagar, his wife’s servant.!

When Abram was 99 years old, God changed his name from Abram to Abraham which 
means ‘father of many nations.’  God had not gone back on His promise, even though 
Abraham had been impatient at times.  When God changes his name in chapter 17, he 



also commands Abraham to receive the sign of the covenant as a visible expression of 
his faith in God’s promise.  Within a year from that moment in his life, when he would be 
100 years old, Isaac would be born.!

Can you imagine the joy that Isaac must have brought to both Abraham and Sarah?  
Even his name reflects this joy, for it means ‘laughter.’  Isaac had brought laughter to 
them when their lives had been characterized by struggle.  For years, they had waited 
to hear the cry of a baby that was theirs.  Now that little Isaac was here, their joys and 
hopes would be realized.!

He would be the one their future hope would be bound up in.!

Imagine the shock he experienced when God commanded him to offer up his son Isaac 
as a burnt offering.  It is here that Abraham’s faith will be stretched to the limit. !

There is perhaps no clearer picture of the gospel in the Old Testament than right here in 
this passage.  Ray Stedman has said that Abraham’s faith in this passage reveals the 
future truth of Gethsemane’s test, Golgotha’s cross, and even the glory of Christ’s 
resurrection.  !

We have seen how Abraham’s initial faith has become growing faith, and his growing 
faith now has the opportunity to become mature faith that obeys the Word of God no 
matter what.!

1.  Abraham’s supreme TEST (22:1-3)!

“After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, ‘Abraham!’  And he said, ‘Here 
I am.’  He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 
shall tell you.’  So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two 
of his young men with him.” !

In many ways, Abraham’s life was a series of tests.  There was the family test in 
Genesis 12 where God called him to leave his family in Ur of the Chaldeans for a land 
that God would show him.  One he arrived, there was the famine test where he made 



the decision to leave the land and sojourn in Egypt.  Then, there was the fortune test in 
Genesis 13 where he demonstrates true humility in allowing his nephew Lot to have the 
best of the well watered plains of the Jordan river valley.  Then, there was the 
fatherhood test in Genesis 16 where Abraham becomes impatient and gets ahead of 
God by taking matters into his own hands which resulted in the birth of Ishmael.  !

The greatest test of all comes right here in Genesis 22, and it is a faith test in which he 
is asked by God to do the unthinkable.!

All of the tests that Abraham faces in his life serve to strengthen and stretch his faith, 
but none like the test he is about to face here in this passage.!

“Tested” - the Hebrew word means to prove !

Psalm 26:2 - “Examine me, o Lord, and try me; Test my mind and my heart.”!

True faith will always be tested, tried, and proven through the furnace of affliction.  !

“James 1:2-4 - “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various 
kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, so that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.”!

Just like in any other school, in the school of faith, there will always be tests.  Without 
these tests, you and I would never know where we are spiritually.!

When the Scripture says that God ‘tested’ Abraham, it does not mean the test was so 
that God could find out what was in Abraham.  Because He is sovereign and all-
knowing, God already knew.  The test was not for God to find out what was in Abraham; 
the test was so that Abraham could find out what was in Abraham.  It means that God 
was proving his faith.!

This specific test was the final exam for Abraham.  His faith had grown throughout his 
journey, and now it would become mature.!

Two things worth mentioning about this supreme test:!



• First, it involved a strange command—the Lord God was asking him to act against 
all common sense, natural affection, and his lifelong hope!

I think it is important to point out the fact that we know it was a test, but at the time, 
Abraham did not know that it was a test.  This was a strange command from the Lord 
that did not make sense.  God had promised that Abraham would be the father of many 
nations, and that the same covenant that had been established with Abraham would 
also be established with Isaac.  Now, God was commanding Abraham to lay Isaac 
down.  !

No doubt it all sounded so strange and didn’t make sense.!

Our faith is not really tested until the Lord asks us to bear what seems unbearable, do 
what seems unreasonable, and expect what seems impossible.  It is through such tests 
that our faith is refined and purified like gold.!

1 Peter 1:6-7 - “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you 
have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—
more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found 
to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”!

Trials and obstacles that we face in life are often easier to bear when we understand the 
reason behind them.  But when we are faced with pain and catastrophes that seem so 
random and without purpose, we begin to wonder, “Why me, why this, why now?”!

We may even begin to question the goodness of God.!

Abraham doesn’t do any of that.  The Holy Spirit doesn’t allow us to see into his heart, 
but we can only imagine the sorrow and grief as he obeys such a strange command.!

• Second, it involved a steep cost—the Lord God was asking Abraham to give up the 
very thing that he had been waiting for his whole life!

All he knew was what the Lord was asking him to do in verse 2:!

“Take your son, your only son, whom you love…”!



These are endearing words that express the value of Isaac to his father Abraham.  In 
fact, the word ‘son’ is referenced some 13 times in these verses with repeated 
emphasis.  This test is about a father’s love, but it is also about a son’s obedience.!

“…and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.”!

The words of sweet endearment are followed by unmitigated horror as God asks 
Abraham to do the unthinkable.  In his commentary on Genesis, Kent Hughes points out 
the fact that to an ancient Middle Easterner, the term ‘burnt offering’ suggested a 
process.!

The process first involved cutting the throat of the sacrificial animal so that its lifeblood 
could be drained and thereby soak the altar upon which it was laid.  Second, it involved 
cutting the animal into its various parts.  And third, the process involved a sacrifice by 
fire in which the pieces of the sacrifice were totally consumed on the altar.  !

This is the horror that Abraham imagined with his own son being the sacrifice that God 
was requiring of him.!

As a man who walked by faith and not by his senses, Abraham knew what he needed to 
do, even though it would be the most difficult thing that he had ever had to face.  This 
would be a far greater test than anything that he had faced so far in his life.!

How many of you know that sometimes, obedience doesn’t make sense from our 
perspective?  God never once promised that our journey of faith would be easy. In fact, 
the very opposite is promised to us.!

Listen to what Jesus said:!

Matthew 7:13-14 - “Enter by the narrow gate.  For the gate is wide and the way is 
easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many.  For the gate is 
narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.”!



Scripture says that the way of faith is the way of hardship and difficulty, so don’t be 
surprised by the fact.  The way of living by sight is the way of the world, and it is easy 
and popular.  By this definition, the majority is not always right.!

Faith is not a democracy between you, God, and the majority.  It is a theocratic 
monarchy with Christ on the throne and you at His feet in complete submission.!

God is showing Abraham that the way of faith is the way to life, and it is a narrow, lonely, 
and costly way.  Grace is free, but it is not cheap.  Faith is quite costly.!

Did your profession of faith in Christ cost you anything?  If not, then it was not a true 
profession.  Many people who claim to have ‘trusted’ in Jesus Christ have never 
forsaken the broad road with its appetites and associations.  They have an easy 
Christianity that makes no demands on them.  Yet Jesus said that the narrow way is 
hard.  We cannot walk on two roads, in two different directions, at the same time.!

True faith is tested faith.!

Be grateful when your faith is tested, because it is a sign that faith is possessed.  
Obedience to God endures the test of faith.!

Herein lies the secret of the Christian life: The reality of our faith is not demonstrated 
through the fervency of our prayers, the emotionalism of our worship, or even the 
intensity of our witness to others.  There is only one way to authenticate our faith, and it 
is obedience to Christ, period—even when under fire.!

2.  Abraham’s confident TRUST (22:4-10)!

“On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar.  Then 
Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over 
there and worship and come again to you.’  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on Isaac his son.  And he took in his hand the fire and the knife.  So 
they went both of them together.  And Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘My father!’  And 
he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’  He said, ‘Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?’  Abraham said, ‘God will provide for Himself the lamb for a 



burnt offering, my son.’  So they went both of them together.  When they came to the 
place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in 
order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.”!

Several observations can be made about Abraham’s trust:!

• First, it was willing to go the bitter distance!

Here in verse 5, I find it interesting that this is the first time the word ‘worship’ is used in 
the Bible.  The Hebrew word used here is used 211 times throughout the Old 
Testament.  It is a word that means to lay prostrate in full submission before the Lord.  It 
is a picture of complete surrender to the will of the Lord.!

• Second, it was willing to believe a future hope!

Abraham speaks with confident faith, even though his heart was doubt breaking.  He 
tells the men, “We will return!”  In other words, he fully expected that Isaac would return 
with him when he came down from the mountain top.!

Hebrews 11:17-19 - “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and 
he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of 
whom it was said, ‘Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.’  He considered 
that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively 
speaking, he did receive him back.”!

The writer of Hebrews says that Abraham’s faith and confident trust in the Lord was 
such that he reckoned God had a plan to raise Isaac from the dead if it meant that he 
had to die.  In faith and trust, he knew that God would never go back on His Word.!

Abraham so fully believed that God’s covenant promise would continue with Isaac and 
Isaac’s children that he reasoned God must have resurrection in mind.  This means that 
Abraham’s faith envisioned the truth of resurrection even when there had been nothing 
in history to suggest it.!



• Third, it was willing to pay the ultimate price!

Abraham’s faith went all the way up the hill, to the altar, with tears in his eyes, knife in 
his hand, ready to do the deed.  What Abraham didn’t see at the time was that his faith, 
coupled with Isaac’s full submission, was a clear picture of the future price that would be 
paid to rescue sinners from their sin.!

John 8:56 - “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day; and he saw it, and was 
glad.”!

Through the eyes of faith, Abraham looked some 2,000 years into the future and saw 
the truth of the gospel.  He caught a shadowy glimpse of the price that Christ Himself 
would pay at that very spot on which he now stood.!

Consider the parallels:!

• both father and son act together; the phrase, ‘they went both of them together’ is 
found two times in the passage, both in verse 6 and 8!

• the son had to die; Abraham had to take the fire and the knife, both of which would 
be instruments of death for Isaac!

• the son bore the burden; approximately five times were are told in the passage that 
Isaac had to carry the wood!

• the son was ‘raised’ to life again; Isaac did not die in the physical sense, but he did 
figuratively!

As Abraham placed the wood in order, bound his son, laid him on the altar, and took the 
knife in his hand, each step he had to take carried with it more faith.  It was a refining 
moment.!

3.  Abraham’s revealed TRUTH (22:11-19)!

“But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’  
And he said, ‘Here I am.’  He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to 



him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from Me.’  And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was 
a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns.  And Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.  So Abraham called the name of that 
place, ‘The Lord will provide;’  as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall 
be provided.’  And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 
and said, ‘By Myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and 
have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely 
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.  
And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.’  So Abraham 
returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba.  And 
Abraham lived at Beersheba.”!

This is the story of a son who had a supernatural birth, who was the apple of his father’s 
eye, who was submissive to his father’s will—even to the point of death on an altar of 
obedience.  It was through this experience of a crisis of faith that the Lord God had 
some truth that He wanted to reveal to Abraham.  At just the right time, God calls out to 
Abraham and reveals truth to him.!

• First, the Lord will provide for Himself a sacrifice!

The Lord allowed the test to play out to the very last moment to demonstrate the 
fullness of Abraham’s faith, only to show him the rich truth of how He is the God who 
provides what we need in the very moment we need it.!

He had trusted God to provide a lamb, and He does just that.!

Abraham looked up and saw a ram with its horns caught in a thicket.  The ram became 
the substitute for Isaac!!

“Jehovah Jireh” - The Lord will provide or see to it!



Faith understand that the Lord will see to it.  No mater what we face in this life, the Lord 
will see to it.  It is this type of faith that produces obedient works.!

James 2:21-24 - “Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered 
up his son Isaac on the altar?  You see that faith was active along with his works, 
and faith was completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 
‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness’—and he 
was called a friend of God.  You see that a person is justified by works and not by 
faith alone.”!

We are justified by faith, but true saving faith—the faith that Abraham is an example of
—is an obedient faith that works.!

Isaac learned that he had a daddy who loved God more than he loved Isaac.  What 
about your children?  Does the passions, the priorities, and the trajectory of your life say 
to those around you that you have laid everything down on the altar of obedience and 
surrender to Jesus Christ?!

The One who proves is also the One who provides.  The Refiner of my faith is also the 
Rewarder of my faith.!

The Lord who tests is the Lord who provides.  That is what we need to see about God.  
As we go through the tests of growing a greater faith—from initial faith to growing faith 
to matte faith—as God tests us and stretches the muscles of our faith, we believe, and 
He provides.  He is a Provider by nature.  He has always provided, and He will always 
provide.!

When you and I are called to lay our “Isaac” down on the altar, the things that are most 
precious to us and near and dear to our hearts, we need to understand that our God is 
Jehovah Jireh.  He is the One who provides us something much greater and valuable 
than anything else.!

• Second, the Lord will perform His everlasting Word !



Verse 19 concludes with Abraham living at a place that was called ‘Beersheba’ that he 
makes his home.  If we go back up to the close of chapter 21, we read that Abraham 
had planted a tree there and called there on the name of the Lord, the Everlasting God.!

The fact that he returns to Beersheba is significant, for it reveals the fullness of 
Abraham’s faith.  He was living in mature faith.!

“Beersheba” - it literally means ‘well of the sevenfold oath’!

Go all the way back through these chapters God’s initial call of Abraham in chapter 12, 
you will see that God reassures Abraham of His covenant promise a total of seven 
times.  God makes an oath to Abraham seven times that He is going to bring blessing to 
the world through Abraham’s descendants.  !

Application:!

Here are a few things that you and I should always remember when we face the furnace 
of affliction:!

• Our faith will always be tested—endure it!!

You and I can expect tests and trials to come, and the way that we respond to these will 
reveal the strength and weakness of our faith.  Fire always refines.!

Abraham was enrolled in the ‘school of faith’ when he was seventy-five, and the 
greatest test of his life came 25 years after that.  You and I are never too old to be 
tested, and the older we get and the longer we walk with God, we can expect our faith 
to be tested more and more.!

Someone has well said that we are never too old to face new challenges, to fight new 
battles, and to learn new truths.  It is only when we stop learning that we stop growing, 
and when we stop growing, we also stop living.!

• Our Father can always be trusted—embrace it!!



No matter where He leads us or what He asks us to do, our God can be completely 
trusted.  His will never contradicts His Word.  He won’t ask something of us without also 
providing the means.!

Tests have a way of drawing us closer in fellowship and intimacy with God.  We learn 
much more from the valleys of life than we do the mountain tops.!

The promises of God never radiate any brighter than they do in the furnace of affliction.  
It is the faithful promises of God that we cling to when our faith is being tested.!

When God asks for you to surrender that which is valuable to Him, it is always so that 
He can give you something that is more valuable.!

• Our future is always secure—expect it!!

Abraham’s hope was inextricably bound to the promise that God would bring blessing to 
the world through his offspring.  In faith, he looked forward into the future and saw 
Christ.!

The fact of the matter is that temporary suffering can always be endured when you have 
future hope.!

Martin Luther - “Our suffering is not worthy of the name of suffering.  When I consider 
my crosses, tribulations, and temptations, I shame myself almost to death, thinking of 
my blessed Savior Jesus Christ.” !

Those who endure the cross will one day embrace the crown.!

Job expressed it well:!

Job 23:10 - “But He knows the way that I take, and when He has tested me, I shall 
come forth as gold.”!

There is truth to be gleaned from the trials of life that you cannot learn any other way.  
You learn something about God and yourself in such moments of testing.  And there is a 



closeness of fellowship with Christ to be experienced that cannot be experienced any 
other way.!

Philippians 3:10-11 - “I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and 
the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, and 
so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.” !

Christian, if you feel like you are in one of those refining moments in life right now, be 
encouraged—your future is bright and secure in Jesus Christ.!

Nowhere else in the Old Testament is there quite a picture of the work of Jesus Christ 
than the one we find here in Genesis 22.  It is the picture of ultimate sacrifice—a father’s 
love for his son, and a son’s submission to his father’s will.  Jesus was faithful to do the 
will of His Father!  He came all the way to suffer in the sinner’s place as our perfect 
sacrifice for sin.  His righteous suffering was vindicated through His victorious 
resurrection.  !

Salvation belongs to those who repent and believe!  Because of what Jesus did, those 
who trust Him in faith are forgiven and declared to be righteous.


