
“A Promise that Shaped Human History”!
2 Samuel 7:1-17!

Once in a lifetime, you and I are privileged to sometimes witness events that are best 
described as history making.  These are pivotal moments in human history that 
drastically change the social, political, and economic landscape.!

You should be familiar with the name of William Carey, born in 1761, a man who 
became father of the modern missions movement.  June 13, 1793, was one of those 
pivotal moments in history where he, along with his wife Dorothy and their four children 
(one still an infant), set sail from England on a ship headed for India.  At the time, only a 
handful of people even took notice of their departure, but it would change the face of 
Christianity in the world and result in a chain of events that would see missionaries sent 
out all over the world.  !

Carey had been a shoemaker by trade, and with only a grammar school education, he 
had no credentials for missionary service except a burning conviction that God had 
called him devote his life to the ‘conversion of the heathen.’  His zeal was frowned upon 
by leading clergymen of his day, including John Ryland, who told him, “Young man, 
when God pleases to convert the heathen, He will do it without your aid or mine.”!

Despite facing opposition and criticism, William Carey remained confident of God’s call 
on his life.  A few months before he set sail for India, he preached a sermon for the 
Northamptonshire Baptist Association that was meeting in Nottingham, England.  His 
most famous quote was taken from that sermon:!

William Carey - “Expect great things from God, attempt great things for God.”!

His book, “An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to Use Means for the 
Conversion of the Heathen” was his most famous work that started the missionary 
movement.  In the closing of that treatise, he wrote:!

William Carey - “What a heaven will it be to see the many myriads of poor heathens…
who by their labors have been brought to the knowledge of God.  Surely a crown of 



rejoicing like this is worth aspiring to.  Surely it is worth while to lay ourselves out with all 
our might in promoting the cause and kingdom of Christ.”!

Have you ever had a burning desire to do something for God as a Christian?  Those 
who have experienced the grace of God will feel a debt of gratitude that often wells up 
in a desire to serve.  Those who expect great things from God also attempt great things 
for God.  You really can’t have one without the other.  Such was the case with King 
David.!

This passage that we now come to in our study of redemptive history is perhaps the 
most important chapter in the entire Bible.  In many ways, it is like a link in a chain that 
connects both the testaments.  The words that we find in this text have shaped the 
history of the world unlike anything else, and they will indeed shape all of eternity to 
come.!

This passage is the record of a promise that God made to David which is all about the 
King of God’s own choosing occupying a throne that is without end.  David believed the 
promise of God that was made to him, and went on to attempt great things for God a 
show of his appreciation for grace.!

1.  The DESIRE of David’s heart (7:1-3)!

“Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his 
surrounding enemies, the king said to Nathan the prophet, ‘See now, I dwell in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.’  And Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all 
that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.’”!

Chapter 7 begins with the statement that King David was living in his house and the 
Lord had given him rest from his enemies.  It had been 20 years since he had been 
anointed by Samuel.  Most of those years were spent running from Saul.!

After Saul’s death, David became king in Hebron, where he reigned for 7 years.  By the 
time we get to 2 Samuel 5, all of Israel unites behind him.  He then moves to Jerusalem 



and makes it his capitol where he reigns 33 years.  The first thing that he does is have 
the ark of the covenant brought up to Jerusalem.!

When David looked around and saw all that God had placed within his hand, he was 
grateful and humbled by it.  He was also bothered by the fact that he was living in a 
palace of cedar while the ark of the covenant was still in a tent.  God had given him rest 
from his enemies, and had brought peace to His people.  As David saw it, God’s 
promises to His people had been fulfilled.  All that God had promised Abraham and 
Moses had now been realized.!

When David looks around, he sees the fine house of cedar that he has built for himself, 
yet the ark is still in a tent like it had always been.  Surely, this was not a fitting house for 
God who had blessed and given His people so very much.!

So he has an idea.  He wants to build a magnificent temple for the Lord right there in the 
city of Jerusalem.!

He knows where he wants to build, how he wants to build it, and he wants to finance the 
whole project.  So he gets in touch with Nathan the prophet, to whom we are first 
introduced in this passage.!

Nathan is thrilled by the prospect of a permanent temple.  Let’s be honest, what 
preacher would not be overjoyed by the fact that some wealthy benefactor wanted to 
build a brand new sanctuary?  This is in effect what David wants to do.!

Before we move any further, I think it is important to point out that David’s desire to build 
a house for God reveals the depth of his love for God.  David is a worshiper who 
understands that all that he has in his hands has been placed there by the Lord.  David 
sees himself as a steward.  !

His desire to build something for God is commendable.  Many years later, Solomon will 
say:!

2 Chronicles 6:7-9 - “Now it was in the heart of David my father to build a house 
for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel.  But the Lord said to my father David, 



‘Because it was in your heart to build a house for My name, you did well that it 
was in your heart.’”!

David was a man after God’s own heart.  His heart was to worship God and make much 
of God’s name.  !

Two things are worth pointing out about David’s desire:!

• He was so grateful to God that he wanted to give something to God to show his love 
for Him!

• He wanted to leverage his resources for God’s kingdom!

David recognizes that all he has belongs to God.  Rather than make himself priority, he 
wants to live in such a way that God’s glory is His ultimate priority.  This is true of every 
heart that has experienced the grace of God.!

The desire to ‘do’ for God flows out of love and appreciation for all that God has ‘done’ 
for you.!

2.  The DECISION of David’s God (7:4-11)!

“But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, ‘Go and tell My servant 
David, Thus says the Lord: would you build Me a house to dwell in?  I have not lived in 
a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 
been moving about in a tent for My dwelling.  In all places where I have moved with all 
the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, Why have you not built Me a house 
of cedar?  Now, therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be 
prince over My people Israel.  And I have been with you wherever you went and have 
cut off all your enemies from before you.  And I will make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth.  And I will appoint a place for My people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more.  
And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed 



judges over My people Israel.  And I will give you rest from all your enemies.  Moreover, 
the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house.’”!

David’s desire is to build a house for God, but it would not be the will of God for his life.  
Earlier, David had been given the go ahead from Nathan.  Now, the Lord sends Nathan 
back to David only a few hours later with a very different word.!

First, the Lord God has identified with His people through a tent and not a house.!

He tells David that He had not lived in a house since the day He brought Israel up from 
Egypt, but has always lived in a tent with His people.  Not once did He ever instruct the 
judges to build Him a house of cedar.  As long as His people were in tents and 
makeshift dwellings, God would be in a tent as well.  He wants to be in the same 
condition that His people are in so that He might identify with them and be close.!

The truth of ‘incarnation’ is set forth in the Bible.  It is the desire of God to be with those 
and dwell among those made in His image.  It is most perfectly seen in life of Jesus.!

Second, the Lord God doesn’t dwell in temples made with hands.!

At the dedication of the temple much later on, Solomon will acknowledge the fact that 
the heavens cannot contain the presence of the Lord, much less a manmade temple.  
This is a truth made even more clear in the New Testament, especially in Acts 7 and the 
sermon preached by Stephen.  Gold and silver and cedar doesn’t impress the God of 
heaven.!

Psalm 50:10-12 - “For every beast of the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand 
hills.  I know all the birds of the hills, and all the moves in the field is Mine.  If I 
were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are Mine.”!

God doesn’t have needs like we do.  He is always perfectly content in Himself.  When 
we give or when we serve, it is not because God has needs—it is because we do!!

Third, the Lord God wants to build a house for David.!



David desired to build a house for the Lord God.  Imagine the shock and surprise it must 
have been for him to hear that instead, the Lord was going to build him a house!  
According to His grace, God had chosen David.  He took him from the pasture, from 
following the sheep, and made him ‘prince’ over His people Israel.!

The word ‘prince’ is very important, for it is a subordinate role.!

Remember way back that the people wanted a king so they could be like all the other 
nations.  God, however, was their King.  He was their true Sovereign.  By referring to 
David as prince, the Lord is establishing the fact that David bows to a King much 
greater and higher than himself.!

God wants David’s throne to point the people to Himself.  His design for the kingdom of 
the earthly king is to serve as a true representation of Himself as their eternal King.  
Rather than living by his own rules as his own sovereign, God wants the King of Israel 
to be close to God’s laws and to walk in God’s ways.  That way, when the people follow 
him as king, they are ultimately following God as King.!

Notice what God tells David that He will do by essentially making him a three-fold 
promise:!

• I will make for you a great name (v. 9)!

• I will appoint a place for My people (v. 10)!

• I will give you rest from all your enemies (v. 11)!

This is the same promise that God made hundreds of years earlier to Abraham.  The 
covenant that God made with Abraham involved a great name, a secure place, and 
perfect rest.!

David will have a central role in the redemptive plan of God yet to be revealed.  In other 
words, God wasn’t through working.  !

3.  The DESTINY of David’s son (7:12-17)!



“‘When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I 
will be to him a father, and he shall be to Me a son.  When he commits iniquity, I will 
discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but My steadfast 
love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you.  
And your house and your kingdom shall be be made sure forever before Me.  Your 
throne shall be established forever.’  In accordance with all these words, and in 
accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.”!

David wants to build God a house, but God is going to build David a house.  He is going 
to establish the kingdom through the lineage of David.  The key would be David’s 
offspring after him, one who would come from his own body.!

God says, “I will establish his kingdom.”!

Biblical prophecy always has an element of both immediate and future future fulfillment.  
Think of it like the experience of seeing a mountain range in the distance.  When you 
first see it, you might see two peaks, seemingly right next to each other.  It is only as 
you get closer that you discover the peaks are actually miles apart. (Greear)!

In the immediate sense, this passage applies to David’s son who would ascend to the 
throne upon David’s death.  This was Solomon who became king in his father’s place.  
When Solomon commits iniquity, God says that He will bring discipline to him.!

It will not take us long, however, to read of the failure in David’s own life as well as the 
failures in the lives of the kings who follow him.  Ultimately, the kingdom will be divided 
and the people will be carried away into captivity.  Yet, during the time of Israel’s exile, 
they hold onto the promise of 2 Samuel 7.!

(see Isaiah 9:1-7; 11:1-10)!



Yet in the future sense, this passage finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus.  David’s 
throne has been established forever in Jesus Christ for whom it has been prepared 
before the foundation of the world.!

The house that God would build for David would not be one made of bricks and mortar.  
It would not be a temple made with the hands of men.  Instead, God would build a 
temple of worship for Himself through the efforts of the Son of David—the Lord Jesus 
Christ—and it would be built at the cost of His own precious blood.  That’s the major 
promise of the Bible!!

David wanted to build a house for God, yet God flips the script and builds one for David.  
Salvation is not about us doing something for God—it is God doing something for us.!

Though we don’t have time to look at all of it, David’s response to God’s word is seen in 
verse 18 through the close of the chapter.  I like what verse 18 says—“Then King David 
went in and sat before the Lord.”  His prayer shows how grace:!

• Shatters our pride!

David asks, “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that You have brought me 
thus far?”  Instead of being lifted up in pride, he is humbled by God’s gracious activity in 
his life.  That is what grace will do in a person’s life. !

Humility serves as evidence that God’s grace is at work in me!!

• Fuels our worship!

David magnifies the name of the Lord.  He acknowledges the greatness of God’s name, 
that there is none like Him, and that there is no God besides Him.  Worship is the 
response of a heart that has truly experienced grace.!

When our worship is tepid and halfhearted, what does that say about our understanding 
and appreciation of grace?!

• Builds our confidence!



In his prayer, David expresses confidence in the purpose of God to redeem His people 
and make a name for Himself.!

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 - “And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so 
that, as it is written, Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”!

• Strengthens our faith!

At the close of the chapter, David finishes his prayer by saying, “O Lord God, You are 
God, and Your words are true, and You have promised this good thing to Your servant…
with Your blessing shall the house of Your servant be blessed forever.”  Like Abraham, 
David simply believes God.  In faith, he trusts that God will do as He promised.  The 
promises of God are intended to be the basis as well as the strength of our faith.!

• Propels our effort!

The next chapter records the military victories that David went on to secure for Israel.  2 
Samuel 8:6 says, “And the Lord gave victory to David wherever he went.”  David 
became a king who ruled with justice and favor.  God’s grace propelled his effort.  He 
didn’t labor to find favor with God—he labored because he had already found it.!

The same principle will be at work in your life as a Christian.  It is the grace of God that 
propels our effort.  The effort that we put forth in the Christian life is not so we can earn 
salvation.  It is because we have been given the gift of salvation by grace through faith 
in Christ.!

The promise that God made to David is a promise that has shaped human history.  It 
reveals the purpose of God to bring humanity to feet of the Son of David—Jesus Christ.!

Application points to remember:!

What we do for God flows out of what God does for us.!

Service flows from worship, and worship fuels service.!



God makes much of the name of His Son.!

How did things turn out for William Carey?  His work in India was not without pain and 
heartache.  There were times when his soul was plunged into depression.  He would 
bury two wives, with his first, Dorothy, going insane.  He would bury three children and 
be abandoned by friends.  He served in India for 41 years never taking a furlough.  He 
constantly fought back dysentery and malaria, and did not baptize his first convert, 
Krishna Pal, until his seventh year on the field.!

It was the promise of God that kept him going, the promise that the kingdoms of this 
world belong to the Son of David, and that the whole world needs to hear the good 
news of the kingdom.  He wrote in his journal:!

William Carey - “A Christian minister is a person who is not his own; he is the servant 
of God, and therefore ought to be wholly devoted to Him.  By entering on that sacred 
office he solemnly undertakes to be always engaged as much as possible in the Lord’s 
work, and not to choose his own pleasure or employment or pursue the ministry as 
something that is to subserve his own ends or interest, or as a kind of sideline.  He 
engages to go where God pleases, and to do or endure what He sees fit to command or 
call him to in the exercise of his function.  He virtually bids farewell to friends, pleasures, 
and comforts, and stands in readiness to endure the greatest sufferings in the work of 
the Lord, his King.  It is inconsistent for ministers to please themselves with thoughts of 
numerous congregations, cordial friends, a civilized country, legal protection, affluence, 
spender, or even an income that is sufficient.  The slights and hatred of men, and even 
pretended friends, gloomy prisons, and tortures, the society of barbarians of uncouth 
speech, miserable accommodations in wretched wildernesses, hunger and thirst, 
nakedness, weariness, and diligence, hard work, and but little worldly encouragement, 
should rather be the objects of their expectation…I question whether all are justified in 
staying here, while so many are perishing without means of grace in other lands…On 
the contrary the commission is a sufficient call to them to venture all, and, like the 
primitive Christians, go everywhere preaching the gospel.”!



As disciples who have surrendered our lives to Christ, we spend the rest of our lives 
here on earth making much of His name!!

Psalm 115:1 - “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Your name give glory, for the 
sake of Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness!”!

William Carey died on June 9, 1834.  Listen to the words that were inscribed on the 
stone slab that marked his grave in Serampore, India: “A wretched, poor, and helpless 
worm, on Thy kind arms I fall.”!

When you realize that life is all about making much of the name that is above every 
other name, you can live and die the way that Carey did.


