
“A Lamb that Brought Liberty”!
Exodus 12:1-13!

I’m sure that you have heard the expression, “Freedom is never free.”  True freedom is 
not without sacrifice.!

The freedom we have as a nation came at a great cost to those who envisioned it 241 
years ago.  As members of the Continental Congress in 1776 met in Philadelphia for the 
most remarkable time in the history of this nation, turmoil and chaos surrounded them at 
every turn.!

British warships were anchored in the harbors of New York just waiting for an 
opportunity to subdue the city and push inland to capture the members of the congress, 
who had been declared traitors by the English government.  As members of that 
congress labored to complete the Declaration of Independence, John Adams wrote to 
his wife Abigail that he knew about “the toil and blood and treasures that it will cost us 
to maintain this declaration.”!

Led by men who recognized that a successful nation could only be established by 
declaring its dependence upon Almighty God, the Continental Congress closed out the 
Declaration of Independence by solemnly declaring, “With firm reliance on the 
protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortunes, and our sacred honor.”!

Those 56 men who signed that document immediately became outlaws, objects for the 
hangman's noose if captured by the British army.  We need to recall that these men who 
met that summer in Philadelphia were not men who had nothing to lose.  Most were 
wealthy men who had families, men who were quite secure in their wealth and 
respected in their communities.  But they considered freedom and liberty to be more 
important than their own wealth and security.!

For those 56 men who signed their names to the Declaration of Independence, their 
conviction resulted in untold sufferings for themselves and their families:!



• Five were captured by the British and tortured before they died!

• Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned!

• Two lost their sons in the Revolutionary Army!

• Another had two sons captured!

• Nine of those 56 men fought and died from wounds or hardships of the war!

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships sunk by the 
British navy.  He sold his home and properties to pay his debts and died in poverty.!

At the battle of Yorktown, the British General Cornwallis had taken over Thomas 
Nelson's home for his headquarters. Nelson quietly ordered General George 
Washington to open fire on his own home.  The home was destroyed and Nelson 
himself died bankrupt.!

John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying. Their thirteen children 
fled for their lives.  His fields and mill were destroyed.  For over a year, he lived in forest 
and caves, returning home only to find his wife dead and his children vanished.  A few 
weeks later, he died from exhaustion.!

The point is that freedom and liberty is never free.  There is always a cost that someone 
has to pay for others to go free.!

Such was the case with Israel’s exodus from slavery in Egypt.  God called and 
commissioned Moses with the task of leading the Israelites.  But before they would 
leave, God would pour out judgment on Pharaoh and reveal His power through ten 
different plagues, the last of which was the most severe.!

The last plague is recorded in chapter 11, and it involved the death of all of Egypt’s 
firstborn, from the firstborn of Pharaoh himself to the firstborn of a slave girl.  To His 
people, God gave the command for every household to take a lamb without blemish.  
They were to keep it close for four days, and then kill it.  They were to take the lamb’s 
blood and apply it to the doorposts of their houses and over the lintel.!



When the Lord passed through the land of Egypt, when He saw the blood applied to the 
door, He would ‘pass over’ that house and move to the next.  The blood of the lamb 
would spare them from judgment.  Without the blood, they too would be subject to the 
plague.  !

The reason they were spared was because a lamb died in their place so that their 
firstborn sons and daughters didn’t have to.  Thus, Passover is all about a lamb that 
brought liberty.!

1. The lamb was SELECTED (12:1-5)!

“The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, ‘This month shall be for you the 
beginning of months.  It shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell all the 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb 
according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household.  And if the household is too 
small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of 
persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb.  Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old.  You may take it from the sheep or 
from the goats.’”!

The significance of it!

The Passover was very significant in the life of Israel.  In fact, it is so significant that we 
are told here in Exodus that God literally changes the calendar so that they would 
always remember this watershed moment in the life of the nation.  The Lord God was 
very specific that this was to mark the beginning for the people of His own special 
possession.!

This means that God established Israel’s calendar on the basis of their redemption from 
bondage.  At the beginning of each year, they would remember God’s salvation and the 
ultimate price of their liberty.  !

It was a new start, and it meant that God had provided for their redemption through the 
life of a lamb.!



The substitutionary nature of it!

Here in verse 3, we read that God commanded every single Israelite man to select a 
lamb that would be a representative for his household.  If the household was too small, 
then he and his nearest neighbors were to go in together.!

It was imperative that each man do this, for God was about to give His people an object 
lesson which they would not soon forget.  God’s redemption of His people needed to be 
stamped on the minds and hearts of future generations.!

The imagery would be a vivid reminder of their need for a substitute to die in their place, 
to receive the sentence of death so that they themselves could live.!

(illus. of Abraham and Isaac and a lamb provided)!

The spotless condition of it!

God instructed the people to single out from their flocks the most handsome and healthy 
looking yearling.  It was not to be too young, nor was it to be too old.  An animal of this 
age would be energetic and playful, in the prime of its life.  !

The Lord specifically commanded that it be a lamb without blemish or spot, meaning 
that it was to be free from any type of defect or deformity.!

Such qualifications were extremely important.!

Deuteronomy 17:1 - “You shall not sacrifice to the Lord your God an ox or a 
sheep in which is a blemish, any defect whatever, for that is an abomination to 
the Lord your God.”!

God wanted His people to understand that they needed a perfect substitute for a perfect 
sacrifice.  Just any old animal would not do—it had to be the very best.!

2. The lamb was SLAUGHTERED (12:6-10)!

“And you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly 
of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.  Then they shall take some 



of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they 
eat it.  They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs they shall eat it.  Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its 
head with its legs and its inner parts.  And you shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.”!

God commanded the lamb to be selected on the tenth day of the month, but it was to be 
slaughtered on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight.  That meant that each 
Israelite family had to watch the lamb carefully for four straight days to make sure it was 
perfect in every way.!

During this time, the children in the home no doubt got close to the lamb.  They played 
with it.  Yearling lambs are very playful and full of energy.  They caressed it.  They fed it, 
cared for it, and it trustingly ate out of their hands.  They grew accustomed to having the 
lamb close by.!

There is no more fitting of a picture of innocence than a lamb.!

By the end of the fourth day, the lamb had won the affection of the entire household.  
The adults in the household had tried to avoid its big innocent eyes looking back at 
them each day, for they knew what had to happen.  Imagine explaining to your crying 
kids why dad had to take his knife and slit the lamb’s throat and drain its blood in the 
wash basin.!

The lesson was indeed a painful one.  God’s holiness demands that He judge sin, and 
the price of redemption is very costly. !

Once the lamb was slaughtered, God gave other instructions that the Israelites were to 
carefully follow.!

The Lamb’s blood had to be applied to the doorposts!

Notice in verse 7 that the Lord commanded Moses, “They shall take some of the blood 
and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.”!



The blood that was painted on the doors set apart the houses of those who believed 
and obeyed God from the houses of those who did not.!

Further instructions are given in verses 21-22:!

12:21-22 - “Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, Go and 
select lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb.  
Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the 
lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin.  None of you shall 
go out of the door of his house until morning.”!

“Basin” - referred to the threshold of the house where the lamb was slaughtered and its 
blood drained !

“Hyssop” - a branch that was used as a brush to smear the blood on the door!

When the Israelites spread the blood with the hyssop brush, they first touched the ‘lintel’ 
or the top horizontal part of the door frame.  Then, they applied the blood to each door 
post.  By doing this in this way, they literally went through the motions of making the 
sign of a bloody cross.  The door to their home was sealed on all sides with the blood of 
the lamb.!

The Lamb’s body had to be roasted and consumed!

The flesh of the Passover lamb had to be roasted with fire completely whole.  Down in 
verse 46, the Lord commanded that none of its bones were to be broken.!

In the Bible, fire is always symbolic of God’s all consuming judgment.  A bloody death 
and a judgment of fire came to the lamb so that the Israelite household could have 
liberty.!

There is a progression in these verses of how the Passover lamb is described.  In verse 
3, the command is to simply take ‘a’ lamb, which is unknown and nothing special.  In 
verse 4, God refers to ‘the’ lamb, meaning that it is now set apart.  In verse 5, God get 



even more specific by referring to it as ‘your’ lamb.  It meant that each Israelite had to 
appropriate the lamb for himself.!

Notice that the Passover lamb was first a sacrifice for each household; it was also 
sustenance for each household.  It was to be eaten with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs.!

Unleavened bread is bread without yeast.  In fact, for the next seven days, verse 15 
says they were not allowed to eat any yeast.  Leaven is always a picture of sin in 
Scripture.  The putting away of leaven is symbolic of the believer’s sanctification which 
follows salvation.  Having been cleansed and redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, the 
believer is to put away the ‘leaven’ of the old life. !

The bitter herbs were intended to remind the Israelites of the bitterness of their bondage 
in Egypt.  They also served as a reminder that the firstborn children of the people of 
Israel lived because the Passover lamb had died.!

As Christians, we must never forget the bitterness of sin from which Jesus has saved 
us.!

Thomas Watson - “Till sin be bitter, Christ will not be sweet.”!

3. The lamb was SECURITY (12:11-13)!

“In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand.  And you shall eat it in haste.  It is the Lord’s Passover.  For will 
pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the Lord.  The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are.  And when I 
see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I 
strike the land of Egypt.”!

When the destroyer saw the blood upon the houses of the Israelites, he didn't enter.  
Why?  The answer is that death had already done its work there.  The innocent had died 
in the place of the guilty, therefore divine justice was satisfied.!



God said, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you.”!

God’s eye was not on the house itself, but on the blood.  It made no difference if it was a 
small house, a large house, a beautiful house, or an ugly house.  If there was no blood 
to be found there, judgment entered that house and did its deadly work.!

God’s eye was not on the individual inside the house, either.  Those who were within the 
house may have been direct descendants of Abraham, circumcised on the eighth day, 
and blameless as far as the Law was concerned.  But it was neither their genealogy, nor 
their ceremonial observances, nor their works, which delivered them from God’s 
judgment.  It was only their personal application of the shed blood, and of that alone.!

The blood was to be a sign, or a token, a distinguishing mark. God said, “When I see 
the blood, I will pass over you.”  They were to simply apply the blood to the doorposts 
by faith.  It is faith that saves, not our own intellectual reasoning.  The Israelites had to 
act in faith in order to appropriate the means by which the Lord would pass over them in 
judgment.!

Hebrews 11:28 - “By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that 
the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.”!

Without the price of a lamb, there would be no liberty for the people of God.  The lamb 
died in their place so that they could live and go free.!

4. The lamb was SYMBOLIC (12:25-27)!

“And when you come to the land that the Lord will give you, as He has promised, you 
shall keep this service.  And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this 
service?’ you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the Lord’s Passover, for He passed over the 
houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when He struck the Egyptians but spared our 
houses.’  And the people bowed their heads and worshiped.”!

Passover was to be a yearly observance for the people of Israel.  Lambs were to be 
selected and slaughtered.  In his new book, “The Forgotten Jesus,” my friend Robby 
Gallaty explains what just what went on in the temple at Passover.  He says that by the 



time of the New Testament, the Jewish priests sacrificed animals twice a day in the 
temple—at 9am (the third hour) and 3pm (the ninth hour).  These were perpetual 
sacrifices prescribed in the Law in Numbers 28.  Innocent animals were slain every 
weekday, every weekend, and every feast day.  This practice continued for hundreds of 
years until the time of Jesus.  During these ritual sacrifices, a priest would stand with a 
shofar (ram’s horn) in his hand in a corner of the temple, the right corner that 
overlooked the city.  He would blow the horn to announce to the city and the priests that 
it was time for the offering.  Standing below him, another priest waited with a knife to the 
neck of an innocent lamb.  When the shofar blast ended, the priest would slice the 
throat of the lamb, and all who could hear the horn would think to themselves, “God, 
remember Your covenant promise to Abraham!  Save your people!”!

Think of the centuries and centuries worth of blood that ran from the temple courts twice 
a day.!

Fast forward nearly 2,000 years from the time of Abraham, and 1,500 years from the 
time of the Exodus.  On this day, many thousands of people are gathered in Jerusalem 
for the largest festival of the year—Passover.  This one is going to be unlike any that 
have come before it.  !

As the priest assumes his position in the corner of the temple, just as he has twice a 
day for more years than anybody can remember, a Man is being led out of the city.  He 
is bloody and beaten by Roman whips and Jewish fists and can barely carry His cross 
to the place of crucifixion before He is thrown down upon it.  Nails are driven into His 
hands and feet as the shofar rings out from the temple.!

The everyday perpetual sacrifices should not be confused with the Passover sacrifices 
that took place between 3pm (the ninth hour) and 5pm (the eleventh hour), according to 
the Jewish historian Josephus.!

At the precise moment when the nails are being driven into Jesus’ hands, we know that 
the shofar would have been blown in the temple.  How?  Because Mark documents the 
exact hour when Jesus is nailed to the cross:!



Mark 13:25 - “And it was the third hour when they crucified Him.”!

The third hour, 9am, was the time of the first of the perpetual sacrifices that were offered 
in the temple.!

The gospels tell us that Jesus hung on the cross for six long and agonizing hours.  
Again, Mark says:!

Mark 15:33 - “And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour.”!

As 3pm approached, the Man hanging in the middle of three crosses appears to be 
drawing His last breath.  At the exact same time, a priest is climbing the corner of the 
temple with a shofar in his hand, and another priest is preparing to cut a spotless lamb’s 
throat.  Then, at 3pm, the ninth hour of the day, a shofar blast echoes as the Passover 
lambs are ritually slaughtered by the priests, and Jesus Christ, the Passover Lamb who 
takes away the sin of the world, lifts up His head and gives the victory cry—“It is 
finished!” !1

All of these sacrifices, all the offerings, all the bloodshed, all the innocent slaughter, and 
the entire sacrificial system of Israel finds its fulfillment in Christ.!

John 1:29 - “Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.”!

1 Peter 1:18-19 - “Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited 
from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”!

His death means that sin’s grip on my life is over.  Satan is defeated.  My bondage has 
been broken, for a Lamb has brought me liberty!!

Jesus is the Lamb!  John uses this title no less than 28 times in the book of Revelation 
to describe the Lord Jesus.!

Revelation 17:14 - “The Lamb who overcomes…”!

 Robby Gallaty, “The Forgotten Jesus,” (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2017), p. 45-47.1



How can a lamb overcome anything?  Have you ever heard of a defenseless lamb 
winning a fight?  Have you ever seen a lamb defeat any predator?  I’m fairly sure that a 
lamb has no capacities within itself to defeat anything.  Right?!

It is all about the identity of the Lamb, my friends.  The Bible says that this Lamb who 
takes away the sin of the world is also the Lion who is seated upon the throne.!

Revelation 5:1-5 - “Then I saw in the right hand of Him who was seated on the 
throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals.  And I saw 
a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the scroll 
and break its seals?’  And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was 
able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly because no 
one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.  And one of the elders 
said to me, ‘Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has conquered, so that He can open the scroll and its seven seals.’”!

The sacrificial Lamb who died on the cross for my sin is also the roaring Lion who 
conquered the grave and gives me life.!

Without the cross, the resurrection would be irrelevant.  Yet without the resurrection, the 
cross would be ineffective.!

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 - “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I 
preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are 
being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed 
in vain.  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that He was buried, 
that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.”!

A few verses later, Paul links Christ’s resurrection with the Feast of Firstfruits that 
always followed Passover. (Lev. 23:9-11)!

The sheaf that was brought to the priest was representative of the entire harvest that 
would follow.  They were to offer that one sheaf as a token of the whole harvest.!



We know from Matthew’s gospel that after the end of the Sabbath following Passover, 
the women came to the tomb where Jesus had been buried.  Passover could fall on any 
day of the week depending on the year.  Regardless of what day it was, the Feast of 
First Fruits always fell on the first day after the Sabbath after Passover.  It always took 
place on a Sunday.!

That Sunday morning, when the smoke at the temple was going up from the sacrifice of 
first fruits, a group of women made their way to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus 
with spices and fragrant perfumes, but they were too late.  He was not there!!

The morning of the Feast of First Fruits, Jesus Christ rose from the dead, the first fruits 
of an entire harvest to follow.!

1 Corinthians 15:20-27 - “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For as by a man came death, by a 
Man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive.  But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, 
then at His coming those who belong to Christ.  Then comes the end, when He 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power.  For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under 
His feet.  The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  For God has put all things in 
subjection under His feet.”!

As a believer, consider what is now true of my life:!

• because He died, I died!

• because He lives, I live!

Galatians 2:20 - “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.”!

James 1:18 - “Of His own will He begot us with the word of truth, that we should a 
kind of first fruits of His creatures.”!



(illus. of Allie’s picture) To have the Lord as your Shepherd, you must first embrace Him 
as your Lamb who brings you liberty.  Freedom is never free, friend.  Jesus Christ paid 
the supreme price to secure the salvation of those who trust in Him alone.


