
“Our Qualified King”!
Matthew 1:1-25!

How true it is that some of the most significant headlines today may not even be 
remembered tomorrow.  Take the year 1809, for example.  In 1809, evening news 
broadcasts would have concentrated on Austria—not Britain or America.  At that time, 
the attention of the entire world was on a man named Napoleon Bonaparte as he swept 
across Europe like a fire across the open plains.  Nothing else was even half as 
significant on the international scene.  The only thing the world was talking about at the 
time was the tyranny created by the French dictator.  During that time of battles, babies 
were also being born.  But let’s face it—who was really interested in babies while history 
was being made?  What could possibly be more important in 1809 than the fall of 
Austria?  When you consider just who drew their first breath in 1809, you’ll see:!

• In spring, Louis Braille was born in France, who went on to invent a system of 
reading/writing for the blind!

• In summer, Alfred Tennyson, one of the greatest poets to ever live, was born in 
Lincolnshire, England!

• In winter, in a one room cabin in the backwoods of Hardin County, Kentucky, owned 
by an illiterate farmer, there arose the infant cries of a newborn baby boy named 
Abraham Lincoln. !

Only a handful of history buffs today could name even one of Napoleon’s Austrian 
campaigns—but countless untold millions can attest to the impact of these other lives.  
What seemed to be super-significant at the time was soon forgotten, and what went 
unnoticed at the time went on to change the world.!

This morning, we are going to finally cross the threshold from the Old Testament to the 
New Testament.  It has taken us all year to get to this point.  If you are a guest with us 
today, we have been walking through the Bible together as a church in a series we’ve 
called “The Scarlet Thread.”  Many people see the Bible as being nothing more than a 



collection of random books written thousands of years ago.  However, we know that this 
is not the case.  !

Each book of the Bible is part of the whole story of how God has worked in real time 
through real people to bring His Son into the world.!

The last two weeks, we looked at the post exilic minor prophets which close out the Old 
Testament—Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.  Both Haggai and Zechariah ministered 
among the returned exiles in Jerusalem around 520 B.C.  Not long after their ministry, 
Ezra and Nehemiah arrived to work on rebuilding the city walls and priesthood.  !

Some 60 years later, the prophet Malachi begins to preach.  His message is a warning 
against hypocrisy and spiritual complacency.  Malachi reminds his generation that 
serving and worshiping God must be the central focus of God’s people.  His will be the 
last prophetic voice in Israel for more than 400 years.  Interestingly enough, through 
Malachi, the Lord tells His people what future sign they should be looking for:!

Malachi 3:1 - “Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before 
Me.  And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to His temple; and the 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the 
Lord of hosts.”!

Malachi 4:5-6 - “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and 
awesome day of the Lord comes.  And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 
children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land 
with a decree of utter destruction.”!

Along with the prophet Isaiah, the prophet Malachi also tells the people that an Elijah-
like messenger will come and prepare the way for the coming of the Lord Himself.  !

The next prophetic voice that is heard is John the Baptist.!

John was the ‘herald’ of the King who arrived on the scene to prepare for and 
inaugurate the ministry of Jesus.  Yet, there was a lot that would happen behind the 
scenes before this event would take place.  !



The Messiah who was foretold by the prophets, the very One whom John would later 
baptize, enters our world unnoticed.  Mysteries of mysteries, God sends His Son into 
the world while the world was sleeping.  While the world was in awe of Rome, our 
Savior enters our world as a Baby and grows up as one of us.  Rome is dust—Christ is 
King!!

This is the moment we have been anticipating as we've worked our way through the Old 
Testament—the life of Jesus.  Jesus Christ is the Hero of the Bible.  His identity and life 
is on display in the first four books of the New Testament.!

Matthew’s purpose in writing is to present us with a simple account of the life, ministry, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He wants his readers to recognize that Jesus is 
the Savior King.  How exactly does Matthew differ from the other gospel accounts?!

• In John, Jesus is presented as the Son of God!

• In Luke, Jesus is presented as the Son of man!

• In Mark, Jesus is presented as the Suffering Servant!

• In Matthew, Jesus is presented as the Sovereign King!

The gospel of Matthew was given with the intention to show how Jesus is the promised 
and rightful King of Israel.!

I want to show you from this chapter three reasons why Jesus is our qualified King.!

1. His necessary CREDENTIALS (1:1-17)!

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham…”!

Whenever we come across genealogies in Scripture, we often are tempted to skim over 
them and get on with the story.  However, there is a reason that the Holy Spirit included 
these inspired sections in the Bible.!

In these opening verses, Matthew’s purpose is to show us how Jesus meets all the 
necessary credentials as King.!



He is Abraham’s Seed!

In descending order, Matthew traces the legal lineage of Jesus from Abraham.  In doing 
so, he is showing how Jesus is the fulfillment of the promise that God made to 
Abraham.  His saving purpose is set forth in God’s promise to Abraham found in 
Genesis 12:!

Genesis 12:2-3 - “I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your 
name great; and you shall be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and I 
will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.”!

This passage reveals:!

• God will form a covenant people!

• God will give them a promised inheritance!

• God will use them for a global purpose!

Genesis 22:18 - “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.”!

God promised Abraham that through his descendants, specifically through his ‘seed,’ all 
the nations of the earth would experience great blessing.  !

This promise finds literal fulfillment in Christ, for the the world has indeed been blessed 
through the gift of His life.  Salvation is found exclusively in Him.!

This is what prompted the angelic chorus:!

Luke 2:14 - “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!”!

His is David’s Son!

Not only is Matthew quick to point out that Jesus is the descendant of Abraham, but 
notice that he mentions how Jesus is descended from David.  He points out that Jesus 
came from the Davidic line of the kings of Israel.  !



God’s covenant promise to David was that he would never fail to have a descendant 
seated on the throne.!

2 Samuel 7:12-13 - “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I 
will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish 
his kingdom.  He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever.”!

Though spoken in reference to Solomon, this promise finds its perfect fulfillment in 
Christ.!

Psalm 110:1 - “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, till I make Your 
enemies Your footstool.’”!

A mystery is found in this verse, for if the Messiah is David’s Son, how could he refer to 
him as ‘Lord?’  This same mysterious truth was also emphasized by the prophets:!

Isaiah 9:6-7 - “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 
government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of 
His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and 
over His kingdom…”!

His is Humanity’s Savior!

Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus shows how He is Abraham’s Seed and David’s Son, and 
it also shows how He is humanity’s Savior.  After a long succession of names, we come 
to the name of Jesus, ‘who is called Christ.’ !

“Christ” - Greek word for Messiah; the Anointed One !

Have you ever done an ancestry search for yourself? !

A variety of backgrounds are represented in the ancestral lineage of Jesus.  In the 
record, you will find both men and women, princes and peasants, kings and shepherds.  
There are prostitutes, adulterers, and social outcasts.!



• Judah and Tamar!

• Salmon and Rahab!

• Boaz and Ruth!

• David and Bathsheba!

You can very well see how this is one crooked family tree!  !

Yet amazingly, this is the very family tree through which God Himself stepped onto the 
pages of human history.  Such a record is an everlasting testimony of His grace.!

The genealogy of Jesus vividly illustrates how He is the Savior of both kings and 
commoners, and His grace extends to people from every social class.!

2. His unique CONCEPTION (1:18-21)!

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When His mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came togethers she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit.  And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She 
will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from 
their sins.’”!

The Bible records many remarkable births, such as the birth of Isaac to Abraham and 
Sarah, or the birth of Samuel to Hannah and Elkanah.  But none come close to this!!

Some interesting traits about Joseph stand out in these verses.  Consider:!

• the dilemma that he faced!

In Jewish culture, marriage involved three stages.  First came the engagement period, 
which was arranged by parents who served as the matchmakers.  Then there was the 
betrothal period, which served as the formal ratification of the marriage agreement.  



This typically lasted for one year, and was just as legally binding as the marriage itself.  
During this stage, the couple would get to know one other before coming together 
intimately.  The third stage was the marriage ceremony itself, which took place after the 
betrothal period.  It was at this stage that the husband and wife would consummate the 
marriage.!

When Mary become pregnant, she and Joseph were in the second stage, the betrothal 
period.!

Can you imagine the conflict that was going on in his mind?!

• the integrity that he had!

The way that Joseph chooses to handle this dilemma reveals him to be a man of 
integrity.  !

He had a clean life—!

Notice the Bible says in verse 19, “Joseph, being a just man.”  The idea behind the 
expression is that Joseph was a man who desired to do the right thing.!

He had a compassionate heart—!

Verse 19 says, “and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.”  He 
was a man who had just as much compassion as he had conviction.  He wasn’t 
someone who held up law without love, such as a legalist would.  He is a man who 
thought of Mary before he thought of himself.  We need this type of men today!!

• the courage that he displayed!

The same message that was given to Mary according to Luke’s account is essentially 
given to Joseph here:!

1:20 - “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”!

“Do not fear” - lit. don’t be afraid of what might happen; implies that trust is necessary !



Even though the neighbors were sure to criticize and even though the rumors would 
swirl, Joseph obeyed the voice of God.  His love for God and his love for Mary resulted 
in his willingness to bare the reproach of Christ.!

Joseph was informed that the Child conceived in Mary’s womb was of the Holy Spirit.  
The conception of Jesus is miraculous in that Mary is a virgin.!

Isaiah 7:14 - “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” !

The virgin birth of Christ is a cardinal doctrine of the Christian faith.  It is important for 
these reasons:!

Sinless nature!

Jesus was born of an earthly mother without an earthly father, meaning that His nature 
was unique.!

Warren Wiersbe - “Every child born into the world is a totally new creature.  But Jesus 
Christ, being eternal God, existed before Mary and Joseph or any of His earthly 
ancestors.  If Jesus Christ were conceived and born just as any other baby, than He 
could not be God.” !

Galatians 4:4-5 - “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”!

The biblical record shows that that Jesus was born without a human father, conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, and born of a virgin.  The virgin birth impacts our understanding of the 
incarnation.  The incarnation teaches that God become man in the unique person of 
Jesus of Nazareth.!

Thus, it emphasizes both His humanity and His divinity.  Without the virgin birth, we 
have no gospel.  Only a sinless substitute could be given in the sinner’s place.!

Intentional name!



The angelic messenger tells Joseph, “She will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” !

“Jesus” - Greek equivalent of Hebrew ‘Joshua;’ it literally means the Lord is salvation!

Notice that the message is that He will save His people from their sins, meaning that 
salvation is kept for those who come to Jesus in faith and receive Him as personal 
Savior and Lord.  !

3. His divine CHARACTER (1:22-25)!

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel’ (which means, 
God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son.  
And he called His name Jesus.”!

Jesus Christ is our qualified King by virtue of His necessary credentials and His unique 
conception.  Matthew also wants us to know that He is qualified because of His divine 
character.  Again, this is no ordinary baby—this is God Himself condescending and 
coming to us as one of us.!

Fulfillment of God’s promise!

For the prophets of the Old Testament had been preaching about the coming of the 
Lord.  Specific details are given as to how He would be born, where He would be born, 
and even to whom He would be born.  Passages such as this:!

Genesis 3:15 - “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His 
heel.”!

Micah 5:2 - “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in 
Israel, whose goings forth are from old, from everlasting.”!



The likelihood of one man fulfilling all of the promises of the Old Testament like Jesus is 
somewhere near the equivalent of this: suppose the state of Texas were covered with 
silver dollars two feet deep.  One red marked silver dollar is placed somewhere in the 
state, and a man is blindfolded and given one shot at finding it.  That is the same 
chance that one man could fulfill the prophetic passages of the OT like Jesus did!  Wow.!

Fullness of God’s presence !

His name ‘Immanuel’ signifies that Jesus Christ is unlike any other human being who 
has ever lived.  He is God with us.  Someone has said that Christmas is ‘God with us,’ 
Easter is ‘God for us,’ and Pentecost is ‘God in us.’!

Paul writes in Colossians that in Him, in Jesus Christ, dwells all the fullness of the 
Godhead in bodily form.  He is not just some religious figure who lived in a remote part 
of the world in some remote time.  Nor is He merely some good teacher or philosopher.  
Jesus Christ is God with us.!

This makes Him the most important person who has ever lived and walked the face of 
this earth. !

David Platt - “You are not at the center of history.  I am not at the center of history.  Our 
generation is not at the center of history.  The United States of America is not at the 
center of history.  Billions of people have come and gone; empires have come and 
empires have gone; countries, nations, kings, queens, presidents, dictators, and rulers 
have all come and gone.  At the center of it all stands one person: Jesus the Christ.  
This is the bold claim of the gospel.  And if this Jesus is the King of all history, then it 
follows that He should be the King of your life.” !

This is a fitting question: Is Jesus Christ the King of your life?  Is He the One who is 
calling the shots?  He is the only One who is qualified.  Trust Him.  Love Him.  Follow 
Him.


