
“Our Perfect Representative”!
Mark 1:1-11!

Throughout the 33 years of His life on earth, Jesus Christ obeyed God in our place and 
as our representative, thus succeeding where Adam had failed, where Israel had failed, 
and where we had failed.!

The gospel demands that we have a substitute to die in our place, yet it also demands 
that we have a representative to live in our place.  Jesus Christ is both.  He is the 
substitute who came to die in the place of sinners.  He is also the perfect representative 
who lived an impeccable life that we could never live because of our sin.!

Though the two are similar terms, there is a difference.  A representative is not the same 
thing as a substitute.  A substitute is someone who takes our place, while a 
representative is someone who acts on our behalf.  A representative is someone who 
makes us present where we cannot personally be.  !

In the gospel accounts, Jesus lived a perfect life in every possible way.  He fulfilled 
every command of the Law of God down to the smallest letter.  Everything surrounding 
His life, even the most remote detail, was all part of the necessary plan of God.  There 
are no insignificant details regarding His life and ministry.  As our perfect 
Representative, Jesus came to fulfill all righteousness.!

And even before Jesus began His ministry, there were two preliminary things that had to 
first take place in order for Him to fulfill all righteousness as our Representative.!

1. He is INTRODUCED to Israel by John (1:1-8)!

Notice that Mark says the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ really begins with the 
ministry of John the Baptist.!

The ministry of John the Baptist was a preparatory ministry that paved the way for 
Jesus’ ministry.  It was fulfillment of prophecy.!



John’s life and ministry doesn’t make sense without Jesus.  The purpose behind his life 
was to announce the coming of the Messiah.  John the Baptist signified the end of the 
old covenant and the arrival of the new.  His responsibility was to announce the King’s 
arrival, the very One of whom Moses in the law and all the prophets did write.!

John’s life simply pointed others to Jesus.  !

The importance of John’s ministry!

Mark doesn’t really provide us with any of the details about John; he merely begins with 
John’s ministry.  The other gospel accounts tell us that John was born to a priest named 
Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth.!

Luke 1:6 - “And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.”!

It had been their desire to have children, but Elizabeth was barren and unable.  They 
were both well up in years when something remarkable happened.  As Zacharias was 
performing his priestly duties in the temple, the angel of the Lord appeared and 
promised that a son would be born to he and his wife.!

Luke 1:14-17 - “And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth.  For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor 
strong drink.  He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 
womb.  And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.  He 
will also go before Him is the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.”!

Much more was involved with John’s life than his parents were fully able to understand.  
Heaven had a special purpose for his life.!

The Old Testament prophets had promised that one would come and prepare the way 
for the Messiah’s entry into the world.  This person would serve as the forerunner of 
Christ.!



Mark shows us how John’s life was fulfillment of prophetic passages such as Isaiah 
40:3-5 and Malachi 3:1.!

Isaiah 40:3-5 - “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be 
exalted and every mountain and hill brought low; the crooked places shall be 
made straight and the rough places smooth; the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.’”!

Malachi 3:1 - “Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before 
Me.  And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, even the 
Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight.  Behold, He is coming, says the 
Lord of hosts.”!

In ancient times, it was common for a herald to precede the arrival of some monarch in 
order to announce his arrival and prepare for his safe and proper travel.  With a host of 
servants, the herald would make sure that the roadway was smooth and uncluttered.  
Potholes would be filled and trash would be removed.  As the group traveled and 
worked, the herald would proclaim that the king was on his way.!

Many of the Jews were looking for Elijah to appear.  And yet Jesus later said of John 
that he was the ‘Elijah’ which was to come.!

Matthew 11:13-14 - “For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.  And 
if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come.”!

In a spiritual sense, John was the ‘Elijah’ that they had been looking for to come, for he 
came in the spirit and power of Elijah.  He even dressed like Elijah and preached the 
same message as Elijah.  In many ways, John’s life was parallel to Elijah’s life:!

• he preached in a climate of dryness!

• people were in a place of neutrality!



• a wicked king was ruling!

Like Elijah, John was a prophet who was calling the people back to God after there had 
been a long spiritual drought.!

The substance of John’s message!

In verse 4, Mark says that John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.!

Matthew’s account says it this way:!

“In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, and saying, 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’”!

“Preaching” - the Greek work is ‘kerusso’ and and idea is that of proclaiming 
something loudly; to herald or trumpet forth truth !

John’s preaching contained the element of crying out truth, which means he wasn’t a 
silent witness.  He was extremely vocal in his faith and message. !

Dietrich Bonhoeffer - “Silence in the face of evil is evil itself: God will not hold us 
guiltless.  Not to speak is to speak.  Not to act is to act.” !

John’s message was two-fold:!

• he preached a message of repentance!

The word ‘repent’ means to turn around; it speaks of a change of mind that leads to a 
change of direction.  Where ever you find this Greek word used in the New Testament, 
the reference is always to changing the mind and the propose from sin to holiness.!

Warren Wiersbe - “The word ‘repent’ means to change one’s mind and act on that 
change.”!

There can be no salvation apart from repentance.  !



Jesus said in Luke 13:3 that unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.  A faulty 
understanding of repentance can lead to a false assumption of salvation.  We need to 
keep this in mind in a day where grace has been cheapened by those who hold forth a 
gospel without repentance.  The irony is that a gospel of no repentance is no gospel at 
all.!

• he preached a message of readiness!

Again, we read in Matthew’s account that John preached, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand!”  The kingdom refers to the rule and reign of God.  The nearness of 
the kingdom pointed people to two realities: a) salvation is here, b) judgment is near.!

Therefore, there was a sense of urgency in John’s message.  No wonder he was 
strange.  There was no time to waste!  The word ‘repent’ is a verb, a word that denotes 
action.  It is in the present tense.  It is active and imperative and communicates urgency.  
It means that there was no time for hesitation or delay.!

This reminds us that we must always communicate the gospel with a sense of urgency.!

The relevance of John’s methods!

Mark says that John was baptizing in the wilderness, and his baptism was a baptism of 
repentance.!

It means that as people heard him preach, they became convicted of their sins and 
convinced of the truth, and they publicly acknowledged this through being baptized by 
him.!

Their baptism in water indicated their turning from sin.!

Such an act symbolized before the watching world that they realized their heritage could 
not save them.  Their special privilege as Israelites could not save them.  They had to 
repent, forsake their sin, and trust in the Lord for salvation.!

Baptism was the public act that signified their personal repentance.  From their point 
forward, they were identified by repentance and faith.!



All of that is to simply say that John is the one who was chosen and called by God to 
introduce Jesus to Israel.  And perhaps most stupendous of all is the fact that Jesus 
appeared one day in order to be baptized by John.!

2. He is IMMERSED in water by John (1:9-11)!

The idea of Jesus being baptized is almost as hard for us to understand as it was for 
John.  Not only did John know Jesus’ human identity, but he also knew full well Jesus’ 
divine identity.  John knew Him to be the Son of God, perfect in every single way.!

John 1:29 - “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold!  
The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’”!

Why would Jesus come to be baptized?  We are given several clues in the gospel 
accounts as to why it was necessary.!

It involved a plan from God!

Verse 9 says, “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan.”  This was not some random decision one day, but something that 
was calculated and intentional.!

Matthew 3:13-15 - “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be 
baptized by him.  John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?’  But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now, for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’  Then he consented.”!

Notice there is a purpose clause found in verse 13.!

Matthew’s account says that Jesus came all the way from Galilee to where John was for 
a specific purpose—to be baptized by him.!

Remember, nothing that Jesus ever did was accidental or incidental in nature.  Every 
detail of Christ’s life was in fulfillment of the overall plan of God the Father.!



When Jesus comes to be baptized, John is hesitant.  Why?  Because he understood 
baptism to be an outward sign of repentance, and Jesus had no sin to repent of.  He 
was the perfect Son of God.!

John recognized and acknowledged his own sinfulness and need to be baptized by 
Jesus, and yet Jesus was coming to him in order to be baptized.  It didn’t make sense.!

Why would the sinless One who takes away sin go through with a symbolic gesture that 
represents confession and repentance from sin?  Jesus Himself gives us the answer:!

Matthew 3:15 - “For thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”!

He had to do it as our perfect Representative.  And as our representative, it was 
necessary for Jesus to be baptized by John because it gave credence to John’s ministry 
as the forerunner.  It was also necessary in order for Him to identify with sinful humanity.  
As the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world, He had to come and identity Himself 
with us and as one of us.!

As Jesus is baptized, notice what happens.  Mark tells us down in verse 10, “And when 
he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove.”  Verse 11 says, “And a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’”!

All three members of the Trinity are presented in this text—God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  It was a moment in time unlike no other.!

The Father acknowledges the perfection of the Son, and the Spirit sets Him apart.!

It indicates a pattern for us!

Everything that Jesus did in His life, even down to the smallest detail, was part of the 
divine plan.  His perfect life was in perfect agreement with the Father’s agenda.!

John 8:29 - “I always do those things that please Him.”!



You can’t make that same statement about yourself.  I can’t make that statement about 
myself.  The reason is that you and I have Adam as our father.  We were born with 
Adam’s nature.  Adam is the federal head of the human race.!

Romans 5:12 - “Sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all sinned.”!

Because we are in Adam, you and I are members of a fallen race.  Adam was our 
federal representative, the federal head of the human race.  When he fell, we fell.  
When he sinned, we sinned.  When he died, we died.!

By submitting Himself to a baptism for sinners, Jesus identified with us.  He came to 
reverse the curse of sin, to make right where Adam went wrong.  He who had no sin 
came to take His place among those who had no righteousness.!

Isaiah 53:12 - “Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall 
divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and 
He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors. !

Now in Christ, we who have no righteousness have now come to take our place with 
Him who has no sin.  This is what our baptism symbolizes.!

It illustrates a picture of salvation!

Notice in verse 11 Mark says, “And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased.’”!

The Father was pleased with the Son.  In His humanity, Jesus Christ was perfect in 
every way, flawless in every way, obedient to the Father in every way.  At this point, He 
was around 30 years old.  That means for 30 years, He had been perfect in thought, 
perfect in attitude, perfect in word, and perfect in deed.  !

The Father’s stamp of approval is to be found on His righteous life as He symbolically 
takes His place among the fallen members of Adam’s sinful race.!



Romans 5:17 - “For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that 
one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.”!

Romans 5:18 - “Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so 
one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.”!

Romans 5:19 - “For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made 
sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.”!

Jesus is the divine Federal Head of a new race—those who are born again through faith 
in Him.!

Wayne Grudem - “Throughout Christ’s entire life on earth, from the time of His birth to 
the time of His ascension into heaven, God thought of us as being ‘in Christ.’  That is, 
whatever Christ did as our representative, God counted it as being something we did, 
too…When Jesus perfectly obeyed God for his whole life, God thought of us as having 
obeyed, too.” !

For those who are in Him, Jesus Christ has become to us wisdom and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption.  As my substitute, He gave His life for me so He 
could pay my debt.  As my representative, He lived His life for me so He could make me 
righteous.  Our union is with Christ! !

Galatians 2:20 - “I have been crucified with Christ…”!

Colossians 2:12 - “Having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were 
also raised with Him through faith in the powerful working of God who raised Him 
from the dead.”!

In His baptism, He identified Himself with us.  Through our baptism, we identify 
ourselves with Him.!

• a picture of death!



By submitting to baptism, Jesus was submitting to death.  It foreshadowed the reason 
for His coming—He came to die.!

In many ways, the meaning of baptism has been obscured in the church today.  It is 
much more than a ceremony or a ritual.  Baptism is a picture of death.!

• a picture of burial!

The word ‘baptize’ literally means to immerse or dip.  One who is baptized is fully 
submerged under water.!

Immersion symbolizes a decisive turn from yourself and your way of life—heritage, 
righteousness, success, etc.  Baptism indicates that from this moment on, you are 
relying solely upon the mercies of God in Christ.  It is a confession, a profession, that 
there is nothing you can do to save yourself from your sins.  It is a public admission that 
you need the Lord to save you.!

• a picture of resurrection!

Romans 6:4 - “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, 
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
should walk in newness of life.”!

Application:!

Every person alive is either in Adam or in Christ.!

The Bible says that you and I are not only sinners by choice; we are sinners by birth.  In 
fact, because we are sinners by birth, we are sinners by choice.  ‘Sins’ are the fruit; sin 
is the root.!

illus. of a worm in an apple!

Those who are in Christ are saved from the ravages of sin.  Just as you were born a 
physical descendant of Adam, you have to be born again as a spiritual descendant of 
Christ.  Only those who repent of their sins and place their faith in Jesus are saved.!



It is through baptism that believers profess faith in Jesus.!

After His resurrection, Jesus commanded His followers to go into all the world and make 
disciples by baptizing those who believe His message.  All throughout the New 
Testament, and throughout the twenty centuries since, men and women are baptized as 
a public way of identifying with Jesus in His death and resurrection.  What about you?!

Jesus lived and died for me so I could enter His reward.!

As our perfect Representative, Jesus did for you what you could not do for yourself.  He 
a lived a righteous life.  And yet He died in your place so that an exchange could 
happen.  He who had no sin became sin for the one who had no righteousness.  Now, 
through trusting in Christ alone for your salvation, you can be forgiven of your sins and 
made righteous in the sight of God.!

Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne!


