
“The Lost and Found”!
Luke 15:1-7!

There was a remarkable story that came out of Europe a few months ago that caught the 
attention of a lot of people, especially those who consider themselves to be art aficionados:!

The Telegraph (April 12, 2016) - “A leaky roof led a French family to stumble across a painting 
thought to be a long lost Caravaggio worth $136 million.  The exceptionally well-preserved piece 
of art had remained hidden in the attic of their home outside Toulouse, southwestern France, 
untouched for more than 150 years since an ancestor brought it back to France from his 
campaigns abroad as an officer of Napoleon’s army. "

Experts have already dubbed the incredible find a “momentous occasion” in European art 
history and the “most important painting by far” to have emerged by one of the great masters in 
modern times."

Judith Beheading Holofernes, thought to be painted by Caravaggio - real name Michelangelo 
Merisi - in Rome around 1604-1605, was presented to the world on Tuesday morning in a Paris 
gallery."

“This particular lighting, this energy typical of Caravaggio without corrections, with a sure hand 
and the pictorial material make this painting an original,” said art expert and gallery owner Eric 
Turquin."

The painting, which was painted in Naples, went missing without a trace 400 years ago—until a 
family on the outskirts of Toulouse unearthed the painting in an attic they didn’t even know 
existed until they forced open a door while inspecting a leak in April.  A local expert, Marc 
Labarde, recognised the work as Italian 17th century.  The painting is of sufficient interest in the 
eyes of the Louvre for the French culture ministry to pronounce it a “national treasure.’”!

All of us know what it is like to lose something valuable to us and then experience the joy of 
finding it after a period of time.  When I was a senior in high school, I somehow lost my class 
ring at the church that I was attending at the time.  Two weeks later, I got a call from a man who 
lived about ten miles out of town.  He was out working in his yard and happened to find my ring.  
My name was engraved in it, and he somehow was able to track my name and number and 
return it to me.!



It’s easy for valuable things to become lost:!

• rings!

• keys!

• kids!

In contrast to the pain of losing something, there is a joy that a person experiences when he or 
she recovers that which was lost.  The theme of Luke 15 is God’s joy in seeking and saving lost 
people.  Jesus says that the salvation of lost men and women brings great joy to the heart of 
God.  !

Hebrews 12:2 - “Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the 
right hand of the throne of God.”  !

The salvation of the lost is the joy of Jesus Christ.  Jesus said that He came for the purpose of 
seeking and saving that which was lost.  In Luke 15, Jesus talks about the joy and the 
celebration that breaks out in heaven when it comes to recovering that which was lost. !

One of the primary reasons of why there exists an apathy in the church today toward salvation 
and the things of God is because people who are found have forgotten what it is like to be 
people who were lost.  Somewhere along the way, we cooled off in our devotion to Christ.  We 
became “churched.”  What does that mean, anyway?!

If we are not careful, we can become detached and removed from the lives of those that Jesus 
came to save.  We can replace seeking and saving the lost with sitting and soaking in a pew.  
Nothing will bring more joy to your soul as a Christian then living out the mission and purpose 
for which you have been saved.  Nothing will bring more joy and revival to a church then when it 
gets serious about seeking and finding the lost.!

Here in Luke 15, Jesus tells three parables, each of which illustrate the truth that there is joy in 
heaven over one sinner who repents.  There are three key words in this chapter:!

• Lost—means to have come to total ruin!

• Found—carries the idea of diligent search!



• Rejoice—denotes joy and celebration!

Before we look at the text, I want you to keep in mind that Jesus spoke these parables to the 
Pharisees and religious leaders of Israel who had been criticizing Him for who He spent His time 
with.  Jesus welcomed outcasts and even sat down to eat with sinners.!

This was scandalous to the scribes and Pharisees.  And so they grumbled and complained and 
accused Jesus, and He responds to their negative attitude by giving three parables about 
something that was lost and found:!

• A lost sheep (15:3-7)!

• A lost silver (15:8-10)!

• A lost son (15:11-32)!

The emphasis of the passage is on the joy of God’s heart in seeking and saving the lost, and it 
is held in contrast to the empty religion and cold heartedness of Israel’s spiritual leaders.  With 
that in mind, I want us to look at the passage, beginning with just the first three verses.!

1.  The ATTRACTIVENESS of the Lord Jesus (15:1)!

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear Him.”"

Up until this point, there has been a tension building in the gospel of Luke.  Doctor Luke tells us 
for several chapters that Jesus has been traveling and teaching.  He has performed miracles 
and healed sicknesses.  He has been making His way to Jerusalem:!

13:22 - “He went on His way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward 
Jerusalem.”!

Why is this important?  Because it will be at Jerusalem that He faces conflict with Israel’s 
religious establishment, who will then falsely accuse Him and condemn Him to die on a cross.!

Jesus knows that He will be rejected and crucified, and yet He willingly makes His way to 
Jerusalem in spite of this.  That’s because nothing could distract or prevent Him from carrying 
out His divine rescue mission.  It was His death at the hands of Israel’s leaders by which Jesus 
would secure the salvation of all who trust in Him.  !



TRUTH: Had Jesus not gone to Jerusalem, then the lost would never have had hope of being 
found.!

Luke tells us in verse 1 that tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear Jesus 
teach.  The idea is that they wanted to be near Him.  There was something about Him that was 
different from their religious leaders.!

“Tax Collectors” - collector of public revenue; hated by those who were loyal Jews because 
they were viewed as being sell-outs"

“Sinners” - those devoted to their sin"

It is significant that these social outcasts were attracted to Jesus, but repelled by the scribes 
and Pharisees.  Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and He is seen in contrast to Israel’s worthless 
shepherds.!

Warren Wiersbe - “Lost sinners came to Jesus, not because He catered to them or 
compromised His message, but because He cared for them.  He understood their needs and 
tried to help them, while the Pharisees criticized them and kept their distance.  The Pharisees 
had a knowledge of the Old Testament law and a desire for personal purity, yet they had no love 
for lost souls.” !

The last few years, there has been a lot of discussion over the exodus of millennials from the 
church.  There are plenty of people writing about whether or not this is the case, or why it is the 
case.  There’s a young woman who has written religion pieces for all the major news networks, 
and her name is Rachel Held Evans.  She wrote a piece for CNN’s religion blog a couple of 
years back:!

CNN (July 27, 2013) - “At 32, I barely qualify as a millennial, but I’m often asked to speak to my 
fellow evangelical leaders about why millennials are leaving the church.  Armed with the latest 
surveys…I point to research that shows young evangelicals often feel they have to choose 
between their intellectual integrity and their faith, between science and Christianity, between 
compassion and holiness."

Invariably, after I’ve finished my presentation and opened the floor to questions, a pastor raises 
his hand and says, “So what you’re saying is we need hipper worship bands. …”"



And I proceed to bang my head against the podium."

Time and again, the assumption among Christian leaders, and evangelical leaders in particular, 
is that the key to drawing twenty-somethings back to church is simply to make a few style 
updates - edgier music, more casual services, a coffee shop in the fellowship hall, a pastor who 
wears skinny jeans, an updated Web site that includes online giving.  But here’s the thing: 
Having been advertised to our whole lives, we millennials have highly sensitive ‘bologna' 
meters, and we’re not easily impressed with consumerism or performances.  In fact, I would 
argue that church-as-performance is just one more thing driving us away from the church, and 
evangelicalism in particular."

What millennials really want from the church is not a change in style but a change in substance."

We want to be challenged to live lives of holiness, not only when it comes to sex, but also when 
it comes to living simply, caring for the poor and oppressed, pursuing reconciliation, engaging in 
creation care and becoming peacemakers.  You can’t hand us a latte and then go about 
business as usual and expect us to stick around.  We’re not leaving the church because we 
don’t find the cool factor there; we’re leaving the church because we don’t find Jesus there.”!

Could it possibly be that some kids grow up and don’t want to have anything to do with the 
church when they come of age because it really didn’t seem to make a difference in the lives of 
mom and dad?!

Erwin Lutzer - “Your children can forgive your struggles, but what children find very difficult to 
forgive is hypocrisy.”!

When people see Jesus in me and you, they may not always embrace our Lord, but they’ll not 
be able to deny our love.  This is the way that we prove to the world that we are His disciples.!

What was it that attracted these publicans and sinners to Jesus? !

Isaiah 53:2 - “He had no form or majesty that we should look at Him, and no beauty that 
we should desire Him.”!

In other words, there was nothing in worldly terms that would cause us to desire Christ.  He 
didn’t seek out the world’s most influential and powerful men to be His disciples.  He didn’t have 
the appearance of a king, even though He was heaven’s royal Son.!



The phenomena of social media reveals that people are drawn to powerful leaders and 
superstars and pop icons.  Yet Jesus had no twitter handle.  He didn't have instagram, and His 
name wasn't carved into the sidewalk on the Hollywood walk of fame.!

Here are three characteristics of the Lord Jesus that I believe drew these people to Christ:!

He declared SPIRITUAL truth!

It is frequently said throughout the gospels that Jesus taught with authority.  His words were 
authoritative and weighty.  They were filled with the sweet fragrance of another world.!

Matthew 7:28-29 - “And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished 
at His teaching, for He was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their 
scribes.”!

“Authority” - the power of one whose will and commands must be submitted to by others and 
obeyed!

His words carried a different weight than the words of Israel’s leaders.  His words packed a 
powerful punch.  It was said of the prophet Samuel that not one words of his fell to the ground.  
This was true of the Lord Jesus in a much greater way.  His words were the very words of God 
Himself.  He was the Word incarnate!!

He displayed SHOCKING grace!

The social outcasts of Israel were attracted to Jesus because of the truth He explained and the 
grace He extended.!

John begins his gospel by declaring that in Jesus Christ, the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us.  As the only begotten Son of the Father, He is full of both grace and truth.!

Both of these are of utmost importance:!

• without truth we would have no light!

• without grace we would have no hope!

You and I need truth to reveal to us our sin, but we need grace to rescue us from our sin.  The 
sinner needs both truth and grace.!



He demonstrated SUPERNATURAL power!

No one ever lived like Jesus lived.  The perfect life of Jesus Christ is what the world desperately 
needs.!

John 1:1-5 - “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through Him, and 
without Him was not any thing made that was made.  In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”!

Jesus demonstrated sovereign and supernatural power over:!

• sickness!

• storms!

• spirits!

• situations!

What is so different about the attractiveness of Jesus Christ?  It is His truth, His grace, and His 
power.  This is why Luke says that the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear 
Him.!

2.  The ATTITUDE of the religious leaders (15:2)!

“And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This Man receives sinners and eats with 
them.’”"

Not only did the religious leaders not care about the tax collectors and sinners, they were upset 
with Jesus because He cared.!

“Grumbled” - to continually gripe and mumble; imperfect tense!

There is a grammatical term we use to describe what the word “grumbled” means.  It is called 
onomatopoeia, or a word that is formed as an imitation of its sound.!

They could not get over the fact that Jesus received sinners.  Even worse, He shared a meal 
with them.  According to the Babylonian Talmud, there were six things that were unbecoming of 



a religious scholar.  One of them was that he should not recline in the company of the “am 
ha-‘arets” or common people of the land.!

There was great animosity in the Jewish mind that was reserved for those who made collecting 
taxing for Rome their profession.!

Kenneth Bailey - “Only one who has been privileged to be a part of a community living under 
military occupation can fully understand the feelings of such a community toward the 
‘collaborator.’  French collaborators at the time of the Nazi occupation were bitterly resented and 
after the war killed or imprisoned.  In South Africa collaborators have been burned to death with 
rubber tires and gasoline…All of this is a tragic and yet understandable response of an 
oppressed people in their community reaction to those who are cooperating with their 
oppressors.”!

Jesus ate with sinners and common people.  He welcomed tax collectors and went into their 
home.  And yet great crowds were following Him and hearing Him teach.  This was enough to 
set the religious establishment on edge.!

At this point, we need to ask ourselves what out attitude is toward those who do not know 
Christ.  Am I more like God who rejoices in the salvation of sinners, or am I more like the 
Pharisees who grumble and are more concerned about the letter of the law than I am the souls 
of people made in God’s image?!

3.  The APPLICATION of the three parables (15:3)!

“So He told them this parable…”"

Jesus counters the criticisms of the Pharisees by telling three stories or parables.  These 
parables are simple, but extremely convicting.  Each parable illustrates the same truth, and 
each one gives us the opportunity to take a good long look in the mirror so we can evaluate 
whether or not our joy is the same as heaven’s joy.!

God delights in rescuing sinners from their sin!

The common theme of these three parables is the joy of God in saving lost sinners.  Saving 
those who are lost brings God joy, just like finding a lost sheep brings a shepherd joy, or finding 



a lost piece of jewelry brings a woman joy, or finding a lost son brings a father joy.  Our God is 
not a reluctant Savior, but is eager to welcome and receive a sinner who repents.!

Psalm 105:43 - “So He brought His people out with joy, His chosen ones with singing.”!

Grace is free, but it is not cheap!

The sheep is found only because a faithful shepherd leaves 99 other sheep to find his one lost 
sheep.  A precious piece of silver is found only because a concerned woman diligently combs 
every corner of her house, relentless in her search until she finds it.  A son is found and restored 
only because a loving father welcomes him back with loving arms.  This is grace at its finest.!

A show of religion is no substitute for redemption!

The whole context of Luke 15 is the criticizing, religious posturing of the scribes and Pharisees.  
They had a show of religion, but it was all external in nature and far removed from the heart of 
God.  This is illustrated by the elder brother in Jesus’ final parable.!

Lost.  Found.  Rejoicing.  These are the key words of Luke 15, and they are the words that 
ought to be on the tip of our tongue as those who have experienced the grace of God.!

We will never know the delight of being found until we know the danger of being lost.  John 
Newton expressed this in perhaps the most well-beloved hymn of all time:!

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!  I once was lost, but now am 
found; was blind but now I see!


