
“The Giving of God”
2 Corinthians 8:7-9

Paul describes what I have referred to as the generosity of grace in these verses. He 
encourages the Corinthian church to give and upholds the giving patterns of the 
Macedonian believers as an example. Within these verses, he mentions that the 
generosity of grace involves:

Giving out of deep APPRECIATION (8:1-4)

“We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and 
there extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they 
gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own 
accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints.”

Giving out of devoted CONSECRATION (8:5)

“And this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by 
the will of God to us.”

Giving out of divine IMITATION (8:6-9)

“Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you 
this act of grace. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all 
earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. I say 
this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”

The story is told that one day a beggar by the roadside asked for alms from Alexander 
the Great as he passed by. The man was poor and wretched and had no claim upon the 
ruler, no right even to lift a solicitous hand. Yet the Emperor threw him several gold 

coins.  A courtier was astonished at his generosity and commented, “Sir, copper coins 
would adequately meet a beggar's need. Why give him gold?” Alexander responded in 



royal fashion, “Cooper coins would suit the beggar's need, but gold coins suit 
Alexander's giving.”

And so it is with the way that God gives. In a way that is in perfect keeping with His 
character, God always gives the very best to us.

Romans 8:31-32 - “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, 
how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?”

Philippians 4:19 - “And my God will supply every need of yours according to His 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”

God gives to us not simply OUT OF His riches, but ACCORDING TO His riches.

The phrase “according to” is not the same as “out of” His riches. If I am a billionaire and 
I give you ten dollars, then I have given you out of my riches; but if I were to give you a 
million dollars, then I will have given to you according to my riches. The first is a portion; 
the second is a proportion. God doesn't simply give us a portion of His infinite riches in 
Christ; God gives in proportion to His infinite and inexhaustible riches in Christ.

“Proportion” - a share considered in comparative relation to the whole

Giving is a matter of divine imitation. That is, we model generosity in our lives because 
of the generosity of God to us. We are motivated to give in light of the way that God has 
so graciously given to us. Christ’s disciples give lavishly because He gave lavishly and 
they desire to be like Him in every way.

How does Paul call on the Corinthians to give in a way that imitates God? What does 
the giving of God look like?

1. Godly giving is with EXCELLENCE (8:7)

“But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, 
and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.”



If you carefully count up the number of times in this passage that giving is referred to as 
an act of grace, you will see that it is described as such no less than five times in this 
chapter.

According to what we read in these verses, giving is to be characterized by willingness 
(8:3), eagerness (8:4), and even cheerfulness (9:7). Only the grace of God at work in a 
person’s life can motivate him or her to give in such a way. The excellence of grace 
motivates us to give because of God’s gracious dealings with us.

Under the Old Covenant, believers gave in order to be blessed. Under the New 
Covenant, believers are blessed in order to give. Grace goes above and beyond law.

In these verses, giving is referred to as an “act of grace” in which the believers were to 
excel.

“Excel” - to abound; to be over and above

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are to pursue excellence in every area of the Christian 

life. Paul mentions several of these areas in verse 7:

• Faith—firm trust and reliance on the Lord

• Speech—doctrine; word is ‘logos’ and refers to the word of truth

• Knowledge—ability to apply doctrine to one’s life

• Earnestness—passion and eagerness

• Love—word is ‘agape’ and refers to self-sacrifice

The believers were to excel in this “act of grace” also, meaning that they were to go 
above and beyond in their giving. Commitment to such excellence means that one is not 
satisfied with the status quo or taking shortcuts. It describes a level of giving that goes 
above and beyond mere requirement. It is sacrificial in nature.

There was a Gallup Poll that was taken some years ago among Christians that 
addressed the subject of giving and it revealed that as income rises, the percentage of 



giving goes down. The poll destroyed the notion which says, “The more we have, the 
more we give.” The research revealed the opposite to in fact be true.

Forbes, “Wealthy Americans Are Giving Less Of Their Incomes To Charity, While 
Poor Are Donating More” (October 6, 2014)—“In the wake of the Great Recession, 
the richest Americans are donating less to charity, while the poorest are giving more, 
according to a new study. In a report released today, the Chronicle of Philanthropy 
found that Americans who earned at least $200,000 gave nearly 5% less to charity in 
2012 than in 2006...Unlike their wealthier counterparts, low- and middle-income 
Americans — those who made less than $100,000 — gave 5% more in 2012 than in 
2006, the Chronicle found. The poorest Americans — those who took home $25,000 or 
less — increased their giving by nearly 17%.”

The bottom line is that the more that we get and accumulate for ourselves, our selfish 
human nature moves us to cling more tightly to what we have.

Couple this with the reality that we live in a very materialistic society.

“Materialism” - a theory that physical matter is the only fundamental reality and that all 
being and processes and phenomena can be explained as manifestations or results of 
matter; a preoccupation upon the material rather than the spiritual

Just how materialistic are we as a culture? A few years back, there was a one-hour PBS 
special which aired that was called “Affluenza.” The producers defined ‘affluenza’ as the 
bloated, sluggish and unfulfilled feeling that results from efforts to keep up with the 

Joneses. Affluenza is an epidemic of stress, overwork, waste and indebtedness caused 
by dogged pursuit of the American Dream. It is an unsustainable addiction to economic 
growth. The special made several interesting claims:

• The average American shops six hours a week but spends only forty minutes 
playing with his or her children 

• By age 20, the average TV viewer has seen more than one million commercials 

• Recently, more Americans declared bankruptcy than graduated from college 



• In 90% of divorce cases, arguments about money play a prominent role1

Randy Alcorn - “Materialism results from a failure to realize that we were made for 
only one person (Jesus) and one place (heaven).” 

Luke 12:13-21 - “Someone in the crowd said to him, Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with me. But he said to him, Man, who made me a judge or 
arbitrator over you? And he said to them, Take care, and be on your guard against 
all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions. And he told them a parable, saying, The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops? And he said, I will do this: I will tear down my barns 
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will 
say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry. But God said to him, Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 
and the things you have prepared, whose will they be? So is the one who lays up 
treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 
Jesus says that materialism and living to get things is at the height of all folly!

When John D. Rockefeller died, his accountant was asked, “How much did John D. 
leave? The accountant’s reply was classic: “He left all of it.”

How do you recognize whether or not materialism is an issue in your life? The answer 
lies in the fact of how quickly you are willing to part with things and whether or not your 
giving is with excellence.

There are no short cuts with God! When God gives, it is always with such excellence.

Luke 15:22-24 - “But the father said to his servants, Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the 
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, 
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to celebrate.”

1 Affluenza, www.pbs.org/kcts/affluenza/show.html

http://www.pbs.org/kcts/affluenza/show.html
http://www.pbs.org/kcts/affluenza/show.html


Grace spares no expense. It gives though it may come at a loss to oneself. Yet the 
return far outweighs the cost!

David Livingstone, the 19th century Scottish missionary to Africa, once made a 
passionate appeal to the students of Cambridge University: “People talk of the sacrifice 
I have made in spending so much of my life in Africa. Can that be called a sacrifice 
which is simply paying back a small part of the great debt owing to our God, which we 
can never repay? Is that a sacrifice which brings its own blest reward in healthful 
activity, the consciousness of doing good, peace of mind and a bright hope of glorious 
destiny hereafter? Away with the word in such a view and with such a thought! It is 
emphatically no sacrifice. Say rather it is a privilege.”2

2. Godly giving is out of EARNESTNESS (8:8)

“I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love is 
also genuine.”

This emphasizes that giving to support the ministry of the church is a freewill offering, 
not something which ought to be done begrudgingly or out of some legalistic sense.

It is something to be done in earnestness.

“Earnestness” - speaks of haste or zeal; to be eager to do something with the 
implication of readiness to expend energy and effort; eagerness

This is how the Macedonians had given:

8:4 - “Begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints.”

A good example of this kind of eagerness or earnestness can be found in Exodus 35-36 
where we read of the construction of the Tabernacle.

Exodus 35:5-22 - “Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the Lord’s 
contribution...And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone 

2 John Piper, Desiring God (Sisters, Or.: Multnomah Publishers, 2003), 243.



whose spirit moved him...So they came, both men and women. All who were of a 
willing heart...”

The people were so eager to give that they eventually had to be asked to STOP!
It is amazing at how eager generosity goes a long way and even influences others!

We are often eager to give other people’s money, but not so much our own.

Godly giving is eager to give, not reluctant. It doesn’t give because it HAS to; it gives 
because it WANTS to.

3. Godly giving is in EXCHANGE (8:9)

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your 
sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich.”

Could you ever imagine a man who had all the wealth in the world willingly give up that 
wealth in order for his enemy to be made rich?

This verse is perhaps one of the greatest verses in all of Scripture as it describes what 
the Son of God gave so that sons of men could have. It describes Christ’s descent from 
riches to poverty so that believers might ascend from poverty to riches.

There is a four-fold emphasis in the verse: 

First Emphasis—“Though He was rich...”

The Son of God was rich beyond all human comprehension before He came to live and 
dwell among us.

Second Emphasis—“...yet for your sake He became poor...”

He willingly laid aside all of the riches of heaven and became one of us to die for us on 
the cross. He became a servant who possessed nothing.



Third Emphasis—“...yet for your sake He became poor...”
He came to identify with us for our sake. We had no currency with which we could 

purchase our salvation. We had nothing to commend us to God and were guilty of sin.

Fourth Emphasis—“...so that you by His poverty might become rich.”

Jesus took on our poverty so that we can take on His riches. Because of what He did in 
grace on our behalf, we were lifted out of the depth of our poverty and given new life 
and citizenship in heaven and have become joint heirs with Christ.

Paul wants the church to know that the generosity of grace imitates Jesus in the way 
that it gives. It is selfless, others-centered, and committed to the glory of God.

The story is told of a wise and good king who ruled in a faraway place a long time ago. 
This king loved his people. He wanted to know how they lived. He wanted to know 
about their hardships. Often, this king would dress in the clothes of a working man or a 
beggar, and visited the homes of the poor. No one whom he visited had the slightest 
idea that he was their ruler. On one occasion, he visited a very poor man who lived in a 
cellar. He ate the coarse food the poor man ate. He spoke cheerful, kind words to him, 
and then he left.

Later, he visited the poor man again and disclosed his identity by saying, “I am your 
king!” The king thought the man would surely ask for some gift or favor, but he didn't. 
Instead, the man simply said, “You left your palace and your glory to visit me in this 
dark, dreary place. You ate the coarse food I ate. You brought gladness to my heart! To 
others you have given your rich gifts. To me you have given yourself!”

Can we not say the same about our King? He laid aside riches and wealth and glory 
beyond imagination and took upon Himself the form of a servant.

Philippians 2:8-11 - “And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God 
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 



and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.”

In 1864, the hymn writer E.S. Elliot wrote these words which I think so appropriately 
apply to the truth of this passage:

Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown, 
When Thou camest to earth for me;

But in Bethlehem's home was there found no room 
For Thy holy nativity.

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus,
There is room in my heart for Thee.

Heaven's arches rang when the angels sang, 
Proclaiming Thy royal degree;

But of lowly birth didst Thou come to earth, 
And in great humility.

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee.

The giving of God ought to motivate us and serve as an incentive for us to give in a 
selfless and sacrificial way. We are give with excellence, out of earnestness, and in light 
of the exchange that took place at Calvary as Jesus Christ became poor so that we 
through His poverty might become rich.


