
“Giving that Glorifies God”!
1 Corinthians 16:1-4!

It is said that on the wall of former President Lyndon B. Johnson’s office, there hung a 
framed letter written by General Sam Houston to Johnson’s great-grandfather, George 
W. Baines, more than a hundred years earlier.  Baines had led Sam Houston to Christ 
and the general was a changed man, no longer coarse and stubborn, but peaceful and 
content.  After he was baptized, Houston offered to pay half of the local minister’s 
salary.  When someone asked him why, he replied, “Because my pocketbook got 
baptized when I did.”!

Sam Houston demonstrated the reality of God’s grace in his life by reciprocating that 
grace through generous giving.  !

Giving is a part of the Christian life.  In many ways, nothing reflects Christ-like character 
any more than giving does.  God so loved the world that He gave.  According to the 
New Testament, giving is always a matter of:!

• Lordship!

• Stewardship!

• Discipleship!

• Worship!

Luke 16:10-11 - “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and 
one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much.  If then you have 
not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you true riches?”!

Jesus said that no servant can serve two masters.  One cannot serve both God and 
money.!

Randy Alcorn - “According to the Christian Stewardship Association, in 1899--when the 
total number of books published was a tiny fraction of what we have today--a 
bibliography on ‘Tithing and Systematic Proportionate Giving’ listed more than 500 titles.  



Today, although thousands of new Christian books are published annually, very few deal 
with money-related subjects--and even fewer take a close look at the scriptural teaching 
on this subject...Pastors are almost never trained to address these vital aspects of the 
Christian life.  The more America has gained wealth, the less the Church has addressed 
the subject of giving.  Perhaps that’s why the percentage of income Christians give 
away has been declining for thirty years.  In fact, dollar for dollar, the average American 
gave more during the Great Depression than today.” !1

There exists a great need in the church today for pastors and teachers to instruct God’s 
people in the area of stewardship.  In fact, there is a connection between the use of 
money and one’s own relationship with God.!

Jesus had more to say about money and possessions than any other subject.  More 
than 15% of everything that Jesu said related to money and the way that we respond to 
it.  For instance:!

• Out of the 38 parables that Jesus told, 16 directly deal with the way we respond to 
material wealth!

• Jesus said more about money than He did about heaven and hell combined!

• 1 out of every 10 verses in the gospels deal with money and material possessions, 
which equals out to some 288 verses!

The Bible contains more than 500 references to prayer, right at 500 references to faith, 
but there are more than 2,350 references to money and possessions.!

God’s Word is clear in its assertion that there is a direct correlation between my true 
spiritual condition and my attitude regarding money and wealth.  The integrity of my faith 
is not determined so much by what I say as it is by how I respond to money.!
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2003), 173-174.



As a follower of Jesus Christ, the way that I give and steward the money in my 
possession is to glorify Him.  According to what Paul writes in this passage, giving that 
glorifies God involves:!

1.  Giving to the right INCENTIVE!

“Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so 
you also are to do.”!

I find it very interesting that Paul addresses the subject of giving to the Corinthians just 
as soon as he has finished speaking about the resurrection.  On the heels of one of the 
greatest theological passages in the New Testament, Paul follows it up by a practical 
expression.!

Doctrinal truth always impacts our practical living.  The Scripture is showing us here 
how the truth of heaven and the resurrection impacts us in the way we live now here on 
earth.  If we truly believe that we are going to experience a glorious resurrection one 
day and be perfectly transformed to live forever with Christ in eternity, our main concern 
ought to be to lay up treasures in heaven while we are still living here on earth.!

Matthew 6:19-21 - “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”!

Why should we give?  What is the motive behind giving in the Christian life?  The motive 
is not selfish, but is selfless.  Our ultimate motive is the glory of God and grace of Jesus 
Christ.!

“Collection For the Saints” - purpose was meeting a need in the life of the church!

This collection was for the impoverished saints in the Jerusalem church.  Paul had also 
called on the churches of Galatia to give, and collection was made on his third 
missionary journey to be presented to the church in Jerusalem when returned there 
according to Acts 24.!



We are to love people and use money, not use people and love money.!

How can we translate dollars into disciples?!

“The Great Evangelical Recession” - “While many church and ministry leaders cannot 
tell you the number of disciples they have made or nurtured in a year, almost all of them 
can tell you the number of dollars they need or have in hand.  This is not necessarily 
because they are greedy or have wrong motive.  It is because they are American and 
have been trained to do ministry in an American, dollar-centric paradigm.  Our failure to 
generate...disciples in the American evangelical church has not been for lack of giving.  
American evangelicals give more than $12 billion to churches, parachurches, and 
mission agencies every year, by modest estimation.  Somewhere along the way, 
unofficially and probably with good intentions, our ministry leaders began counting 
dollars instead of disciples.” !2

When the church focuses on dollars and not disciples, it will get off track in a hurry.!

2.  Giving by the right INSTRUCTIONS!

“On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as 
he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.”!

Scripture gives us very specific instructions about how we should give, where we should 
give, and even when we should give.  Rather than being sporadic, our giving is to be 
regular and consistent and systematic.  It is an act of worship!!

Is there a bottom line percentage when it comes to giving?  For many, the case is made 
for a standard 10% based on Old Testament passages.  The word tithe means “a tenth.”!

The Old Testament emphasis was PERCENTAGE giving; the New Testament emphasis 
is PROPORTIONATE giving.!

Tithing is the “training wheels” of giving.!

Consider these giving findings that preceded the recession of a few years back:!

 John S. Dickerson, The Great Evangelical Recession (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2013), 85.2



2001 - “Income Up, Giving Down: In 2001 members of evangelical churches gave away 
on average 4.27 percent of their income, down from 4.74 percent in 1985 and 6.15 
percent in 1968, though annual household income has been steadily rising since 1968, 
even when adjusted for inflation.”   That rate has since fallen to about 3 percent, which 3

the younger generations consider sacrificial. !4

2003 - Tithing decreased 62 percent from the previous year. !5

2004 - “In 2004 the church reached its lowest level of giving as a percentage of income 
since 1961, or lower than the worst years of the Great Depression.  While evangelical 
protestants continue to give more as a percentage of income than their mainline 
Protestant counterparts, evangelicals registered a steeper decline in giving...” !6

2005 - The amount of giving, as a sum and as a percentage, decreased yet again.   7

Brian Kluth, president of the Christian Stewardship Association, observed a number of 
giving trends in the American evangelical church.  He noted a decrease in (1) the 
percentage of income that Christians give, (2) the percentage of Christians giving at 
least 10 percent of their incomes, and (3) a clear understanding of the word 
“stewardship” !8

Notice that Paul emphasizes “each one of you” in the passage, meaning that giving is 
not for a select few but clearly intended for each member of the Corinthian church.!

Consider some of the following age demographic statistics about giving in today’s 
church:!
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“Folks over age 75 give four times as much of their income as 25 to 44 year olds, 
according to ‘The State of Church Giving Through 2009.’  Each younger generation 
gives significantly less of its income to ministry.” !9

“The older generation accounts for only 19 percent of our national church, but they give 
46 percent of our donations.” !10

“A combining of figures reveals that approximately 361,000 of these most generous 
American evangelicals die every year, or 989 per day.” !11

“Older givers are more reliable, often remaining faithful to a church or parachurch for 
decades.  They are more generous, giving a greater percentage of their wealth, and 
they generally have more wealth to give from, not only because of their age, but also 
because of a lifetime of choices that discouraged debt and encouraged saving.” !12

In many ways, we have failed to teach the importance of giving and managing wealth to 
younger generations.  Our day is known for its debt and living above its means.  Many 
are not in the position to give as God commands because they have made poor 
stewardship decisions. !

We must get back to a biblical understanding of managing wealth and possessions.!

3.  Giving with the right INSURANCE!

“And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to 
Jerusalem.”!

What are we to do with the money that is given by God’s people?  It is to be used in a 
God-glorifying, gospel-advancing way which means it is to be carefully managed.!
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I think that we can draw from this the application that the financial gift of the Corinthian 
church was to be carried to Jerusalem by trustworthy and reliable men.  The 
stewardship of God’s resources are to handled by capable and trustworthy individuals 
whom the church can trust.  The money that God’s people give for the work of the 
ministry is to be stewarded and kept in a Christ-honoring way.  There should never be 
the slightest hint of mistrust or misappropriation.!

4.  Giving for the right INDEBTEDNESS!

“If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will accompany me.  I will visit you after 
passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass through Macedonia, and perhaps I will 
stay with you or even spend the winter, so that you may help me on my journey, 
wherever I go.  For I do not want to see you now, just in passing.  I hope to spend some 
time with you, if the Lord permits.  But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, for a wide 
door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.”!

The idea that Paul is getting at in verse 4 has to do with whether or not the gift would 
necessitate his personal time.!

John MacArthur - “I believe Paul’s point here is that he would accompany the gift to 
Jerusalem only if it turned out to be an offering that would indicate true generosity and 
that he would not be embarrassed to be associated with.” !13

He is encouraging the church to go above and beyond in their giving, to give their very 
best and to give sacrificially, not what was left over.  In many ways, their giving would 
reflect their love and concern and passion for Christ’s kingdom.  !

This passage teaches us that:!

• Giving is a required practice!

• Giving is a regular opportunity!

• Giving is a responsible discipline!

 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 1984), 456.13



• Giving is a reflection of grace!

• Giving is a response of worship!

Jesus paid a debt that He did not owe because I owed a debt that I could not pay.  
Because of His grace that has been rich in my life, I am forever indebted to my King!  
How could I not want to give my life and my all for Him?!

In the early 19th century, Fredrick William III, king of Prussia, found himself and his 
nation to be in great distress.  He was carrying on expensive wars; he was endeavoring 
to strengthen his country and make a great nation of the Prussian people.  However, he 
soon found that he did not have enough money to accomplish his plans.  He could not 
bear the thought of disappointing his people, and surrendering to the enemy was 
unthinkable.  After much careful thought, he approached the women of Prussia and 
asked them to bring their gold and silver jewelry to be melted down and made into 
money for their country.  He determined that for each gold or silver ornament he would 
give in exchange a bronze or iron decoration as a token of his gratitude.  Each 
decoration would bear the inscription, “I gave gold for iron, 1813.”  The response was 
overwhelming.  And what was even more important was that these women prized their 
gifts from the king more highly than their former possessions.  The reason, of course, is 
clear.  The decorations were proof that they had sacrificed for their king.  In fact, history 
even shows that it became unfashionable for women to wear jewelry during this time.  
The result was that the Order of the Iron Cross was established.  Those of the order 
wore no jewelry, only an iron cross for all to see. !14

Those who whose lives have been transformed by the King of all Kings are so grateful 
for His sacrifice that they think it nothing to sacrifice themselves in surrender.  This is the 
grace which motivates our giving, and such giving is giving that glorifies God.!

!
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