
“Sent: Make Disciples”

Matthew 28:18-20

The human body is made of trillions of cells.  In fact, there are around 2.5 billion cells in one of 

your hands, but they are very tiny.  I’m told that if every cell in your hand was the size of a grain 
of sand, your hand would be the size of a school bus.  Each cell has its own job.  Some cells 

help us detect light and see, other cells help us touch, some cells help us hear, other cells carry 
oxygen around, other cells help us digest food by secreting enzymes. There are over 200 cell 

types in the body with 200 different functions.  But how does each cell know what job to do?  
Well, how does a human being know what job it has to do?  The answer is that someone must 

tell us.  Our cells are also told what to do.  Our cells are told what to do by a very special 
molecule called DNA.  DNA is a record of instructions telling the cell what it's job is going to be.  

A good analogy for DNA as a whole is a set of blueprints for the cell, or computer code telling a 
PC what to do.    

The church is the body of Christ, and like the human body, the church also has its own unique 
DNA.  It is important that we know our DNA.

Jesus Christ is the head of the church, and as such, He has the authority to give His church its 
marching orders.  Jesus has commanded us to make disciples.  The starting point of making 

disciples is the simple proclamation of the gospel, evangelizing the lost.  Proclaiming the gospel 
and making disciples must be in the DNA of the church.

As the church, by our very design, we are a SENT people.

David Mathis - “Once upon a time, evangelism happened on the church’s own soil.  She stood 

at the center of society.  Most unbelieving Westerners had grown up in or around her, and felt 
some measure of comfort or nostalgia coming to a church building.  Occasionally, we might 

confront a non-believer on the street corner, or pack them into a stadium to hear Billy Graham, 
but in general, the work of evangelism happened in the church’s own space...However, in the 

twenty-first century, the rules of the game are changing drastically, and fast.  Increasingly, if we 
are to find the lost and win them to everlasting joy in Jesus, we must go find them where they 

are and engage them with “not only the gospel of God but also our own selves” (1 Thess. 2:8).  
No longer is it enough to man the church, put out an inviting sign, and wait for the lost to come 

streaming in.  We must go meet them on their turf, out there in the world, and minister there--
making, maturing, and multiplying disciples.”



The Great Commission is the summary statement of Christ’s mission for His disciples.  After 

spending three and a half years with them, He sends them out with a specific task.

Jesus has given His disciples the task of reproducing themselves by making other disciples.  

This is our mission mandate as a New Testament church.

Bill Hull - “One of the ironies of the church is that a healthy one becomes the most powerful 

and dynamic force for good on the planet; on the other hand, a sick church is one of the ugliest 
sights known to man.”

The healthy church takes seriously the command of Jesus to make disciples.  The issue in the 
church is not so much growth as it is health.

Where are we?

Surveys show that as much as 85% of church membership growth is made up of people who 

church-hop.  Other surveys out there show that there has been no real growth in church 
membership in recent years; increase in some denominations is simply offset by decrease in 

others.

According to Leadership Magazine, 90% of new members will stay in a church if:

• They can articulate their faith (implies the need for training in evangelism and church 
membership)

• They belong to subgroups (i.e. choir, Bible study fellowships, small groups)

• They have 4-8 close friends within the church

Statistics like these and others merely underscore the importance of making disciples.

Unless the church is committed to being SENT into the world like Jesus commanded, reaching 

the world for Him is nothing more than a fantasy.

Hudson Taylor - “The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a command to 

be obeyed.”

Warren Wiersbe - “Christianity is a missionary faith.  The very nature of God demands this, for 

God is love and God is not willing that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9).  Our Lord’s death on the 



cross was for the whole world.  If we are the children of God and share His nature, then we will 

want to tell the good news to the lost world.”

The Great Commission stresses the importance of MAKING disciples, MATURING those 

disciples, and MULTIPLYING disciples for the glory of God.

1.  The PRIORITY of making disciples must be the heartbeat of the church

John MacArthur - “If a Christian understands all the rest of the gospel of Matthew but fails to 
understand this closing passage, he has missed the point of the entire book.  This passage is 

the climax and major focal point not only of this gospel but of the entire New Testament.  It is not 
an exaggeration to say that, in its broadest sense, it is the focal point of all Scripture, Old 

Testament as well as New.”

The central message of Scripture points to the central mission of the people of God.  It is a 

mission that many believers are not aware of, or are careless in their approach to it.  

Many in the church think very little of their mission in this world.

Personal needs are more important to them than personal obedience.  Many only attend church 
when it is convenient and there involvement in the church is only to the extent that it serves their 

own desires.  They are not concerned that Christ has given His church a mission to carry out, 
and that He commands every single believer to be an instrument in carrying out this mission.

Unfortunately, we have fostered this way of thinking by the way we have approached 
evangelism.  We have used all the wrong standards for measuring success.

• Success is not in HOW MANY, but in WHAT KIND

• Success is not in SEATING capacity, but in SENDING capacity

The healthy church looks at more than simply buildings, budgets, and bodies.  The healthy 
church focuses on making disciples who reflect God’s glory and understand their role as being 

sent out.

This must be our heartbeat because it is God’s.  All throughout Scripture, we are confronted with 

the missional nature of God.



Genesis 1:26-28 - “Then God said, Let us make man in our image...So God created man 

in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  
And God blessed them.  And God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 

and subdue it, and have dominion...”

Some have even referred to this as the “Genesis Great Commission.”  God’s design was for the 

earth to be filled with His glory as reflected by those who bear His image.  At the fall, God’s 
original design was marred by sin.  Because of sin, the image of God was corrupted in man, as 

was man’s original commission.

All of Scripture is the story of God forming for Himself a people who will reflect His image by 

being on mission with Him in the world.  This is why Jesus Christ came, so that the image of 
God could be restored in man.  

Colossians 1:15-20 - “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through Him and 
for Him.  And He is before all things, in in Him all things hold together.  And He is the 

head of the body, the church.  He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything He might be preeminent.  For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
making peace by the blood of His cross.”

Paul explains how Christ restores the image of God in those whom He saves and returns us to 
God’s original design.

Jesus was SENT to declare God’s glory and reconcile sinners to God, and His church exists for 
the same mission and purpose.

The church is constantly faced with the temptation to focus on so many other things to the 
exclusion of the main thing.  In order for making disciples to be the heartbeat of the church, it 

must be the heartbeat of those who make up the church, beginning first with her leaders.

George Barna, “Growing True Disciples” - “The chief barrier to effective discipleship is not 

that people do not have the ability to become spiritually mature, but they lack the passion, 
perspective, priorities, and perseverance to develop their spiritual lives.  Most Christians know 



that spiritual growth is important, personally beneficial, and expected, but few attend churches 

that push them to grow or provide the resources necessary to facilitate that growth.”

Thus, a big problem with a lack of real discipleship stems from leaders in the church who do not 

make it their priority.

Bill Hull - “A number of years ago, faithful attendees were present eight out of every ten 

Sundays.  More recently, that ratio has changed to six out of every ten Sundays.  Much of this 
decline is due to lifestyle options, the growth of alternative activities for families, and a 

diminished sense of commitment.  It is indicative of church leaders’ failure to challenge the 
congregation and, more importantly, lead them by example.”

We must make it our priority to reproduce healthy disciples, and this all begins by taking 
seriously Christ’s command to GO and PROCLAIM the gospel.  We must make sure that 

nothing distracts us from this mission.

There are many potential distractions that we must be on guard against!

We must constantly combat the tendency to be inwardly focused as the church, because the 
mission is too great for this to be the case.

2.  The POWER for making disciples is supplied by Jesus Himself

When Jesus calls His disciples unto Himself in this passage, before giving them a command, He 

makes a claim:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”

This is crucial for us in carrying out our mission.  Jesus Christ never commands us to do 
something that He does not first of all supply us with the power to carry out.

• Before He SENDS, He STRENGTHENS

• Before He COMMISSIONS, He EMPOWERS

Power means authority.  We need no one else’s permission to speak the gospel.  In Jesus 
Christ, we have all the permission that we will ever need.



“Authority” - the power needed to accomplish a task; the freedom and right to speak and act 

as one pleases

Matthew 7:29 - “For He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”

John MacArthur - “Before giving the commission, Jesus first established His absolute, 
pervasive authority, because otherwise the command would have seemed hopelessly 

impossible for the disciples to fulfill, and they might have ignored it.  Were it not for knowing they 
had the Lord’s sovereign demand as well as His resources to guide and empower them, 

those...powerless disciples would have been totally overwhelmed by the inconceivable task of 
making disciples for their Lord among every nation on earth.”

Christ’s authority over our lives is what compels us to carry out this task.  He has not given us a 
mission without giving us the power and authority to fulfill this mission.  

Notice the SUM of our power as well as the SOURCE.  Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to Me.”  

In the gospels, Jesus demonstrated authority over every possible thing in every possible way:

• over nature and nations

• over disease and demons

• over sin and death

• over every living soul

Authority means the right to use power.  Since Jesus has all authority, we may obey Him without 

fear.  No matter where He leads us, no matter what circumstances we face, He is in perfect 
control.  By His death and endless life, Jesus Christ has put all enemies under His feet and has 

all authority.  

Submission to Him is not our option but is our obligation.  Disciples live under the authority of 

their Lord.  His authority compels us.

We now come to Him with the attitude that says with total trust and confidence, “Whatever the 

Lord commands, that I will do.  Wherever the Lord sends, there I will go.”



3.  The PLAN for making disciples is already determined in Scripture

How do we make disciples?  Jesus has already given us the blueprints:

• going into all the world

• baptizing those who believe

• teaching them to obey

His gospel WITNESS is the nature of our mission

We make disciples by sharing the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection.  We make 

disciples by sharing the gospel with:

• 500,000 people in Guilford County, most of which are lost

• 350,000 people in Forsyth County, most of which are lost

• 163,000 people in Davidson County, most of which are lost

• 142,000 people in Randolph County, most of which are lost

It is not enough for us to simply stop with making disciples in our Jerusalem and Judea.  Jesus 

intends for us to go to Samaria and into all the world.  Thus, we focus on making disciples:

• In North America, where latest statistics tell us there are more than 259 million lost people 

in the United States and Canada where there is only 1 SBC church for every 6,828 people; 
cities like Detroit where there are 4.2 million people, but only 1 SBC church for every 

36,227 people

• Globally, where there are some 7 billion people who live on the planet, 6 billion of which 

are lost; of these 6 billion, 3.5 billion have never even heard the gospel; nearly 6,000 are 
without any Christian witness

His infinite WORTH is the fuel of our mission

What will motivate us to take the Great Commission seriously if not the infinite, immeasurable 

worth of Jesus?

His glory must be what fuels us up an sends us out!



His passionate WORSHIP is the goal of our mission

1.57 billion people in Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and the Middle East are giving their 
worship to a false prophet and a false god, yet that god is not worthy of their worship!

1.21 billion people in Nepal and India are worshiping the gods of Hinduism, yet the gods of 
Hinduism cannot speak and are not deserving of their worship!

Millions upon millions of people in China, Japan, and Southeast Asia are giving their worship to 
Buddha, yet Buddha is not worthy of their worship!

Jesus Christ alone is deserving of the world’s worship, and seeing Him worshiped and His name 
magnified must be the goal of this mission of making disciples.

Life for us as disciples must be more than simply where we are going to take our next vacation.  
It must be more than what college our kids will attend, what place our team is in the conference 

standings, or how my financial portfolio is looking currently.  

Disciples live a SENT life.  This truth preoccupies their thinking.  This truth dominates their 

lifestyle choices.  This truth characterizes their homes and influences their relationships.  It is in 
their DNA.  

Nothing is more pressing than living to glorify the One who saved me by being on mission with 
Him and for Him in my world.


