
“Worship Comes With a Price”!
Exodus 12:1-13!

Holman Hunt was an English painter who lived in the late 1800’s .  He is perhaps most 
well-known for his painting that is titled, “The Shadow of Death,” which he painted while 
living in Jerusalem during the years of 1870-1873.  The painting itself depicts the inside 
of the carpenter’s shop in Nazareth.  Stripped to the waist, Jesus stands by a wooden 
table upon which He has laid down his carpenter’s tolls.  His eyes are lifted toward 
heaven, and the look on His face is one of intensity.  Both of His arms are stretched 
above His head.  As He does so, the evening sunlight streaming through the open door 
casts a dark shadow in the form of a cross on the wall behind Him, where He tool rack 
looks like a horizontal beam on which His hands have been crucified.  The tools remind 
us of the hammer and nails.  !

Though the idea behind the painting is historically fictitious, the theology behind it is 
totally true.  From His birth to His youth to the day of His death, Jesus lived in the 
shadow of the cross.!

That same shadow is seen all throughout Scripture as all of Scripture points us to the 
cross of Jesus.  This is especially true of this passage here in Exodus 12.!

The book of Genesis concludes with the story of Joseph’s death.  Joseph was the 
grandson of Isaac, the son who had been promised to Abraham.  God had told Abraham 
that it was through Isaac that his descendants would be named.  True to His word, God 
multiplies the descendants of Abraham in an exponential way.  By the time we get to the 
end of Genesis and the beginning of the book of Exodus, there were about 70 or so of 
Abraham’s descendants who had moved to Egypt where Joseph was.  For the next 400 
years, those numbers would grow and Israel would be a great nation of people.!

Exodus 1:8 - “Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.”!

This new Pharaoh would enslave the Israelites and put them to forced labor.  Exodus 
tells us that Egyptian store cities such as Pithom and Raamses were literally built by the 
sweat and back breaking labor of God’s covenant people.!



Exodus 2:23-25 - “The people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried 
out for help.  Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God.  And God heard 
their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and 
with Jacob.  God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.”!

God responds to the bondage of His people with the birth of a baby.  This baby would 
be born to a Hebrew woman named Jochebed.  Pharaoh had said that every son born 
to the Hebrews was to be cast into the Nile River.  Because Jochebed feared God, she 
did something remarkable.  She took the baby and made a little basket and put it among 
the reeds of the bank.!

Pharaoh’s daughter came to the river to bathe and happened to notice this tiny little 
basket among the reeds.  She sent her servant to fetch it, and when she opened it up, 
there was the baby Hebrew boy.  Pharaoh’s daughter adopted the baby as her own and 
named him Moses, meaning ‘drawn from the water.’!

When Moses became a man, he became greatly concerned about the plight of his 
people.  He happened to come upon an Egyptian taskmaster severely beating a 
Hebrew slave.  The Bible tells us that Moses killed the Egyptian and hid his body in the 
sand.  Upon realizing that his deed had become public knowledge, Moses fled from 
Egypt and came to a place called Midian where he remained for the next 40 years of his 
life.!

While tending his father-in-law’s sheep, Exodus 3 tells us that Moses had a 
supernatural encounter with the God of his ancestors.  The Lord appeared to Moses in 
a burning bush and revealed His name and nature:!

Exodus 3:6 - “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.”!

The Lord tells Moses that the suffering of His people in Egypt had not gone unnoticed.  
God had heard their cries and had seen their sufferings.  Now, he was calling Moses 
lead Israel out of Egypt and into the land that God had promised Abraham centuries 



earlier.  Moses responded to this call with hesitation at first, but obeyed the Lord, left 
Midian, and confronted Pharaoh.!

God’s judgment would be reserved for Pharaoh and all of Egypt and came in the form of 
ten plagues that were the result of his hard heart and unwillingness to let the people go:!

• the Nile was turned to blood (ch. 7)!

• frogs covered the land (ch. 8)!

• gnats covered the land (ch. 8)!

• swarms of flies (ch. 8)!

• death of the livestock (ch. 9)!

• painful boils on man and beast (ch. 9)!

• hailstorm that destroyed produce (ch. 9)!

• locusts that consumed vegetation (ch. 10)!

• darkness covered the land (ch. 10)!

The tenth and final plague would be the most severe, and the Lord said to Moses that 
afterward Pharaoh would release the people of Israel.!

Exodus 11:4-7 - “Thus says the Lord: About midnight I will go out in the midst of 
Egypt, end every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the salve girl who is 
behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle.  There shall be a great cry 
throughout the land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be 
again.  But not a dog shall growl against any of the people of Israel, either man or 
beast, that you may know that the Lord makes a distinction between Egypt and 
Israel.”!

To save His people from the plague, God gives Moses the instructions that we read 
here in this passage that we now come to.  Each Israelite household was to take a 



lamb, they were to kill it, and then they were to apply its blood to the door posts of their 
house.  When the destroyer came by that household and saw the blood that had been 
applied, he would pass over it.  This became known as Passover and was to be 
remembered as a memorial for all generations to come.!

Future generations of Israelites were to be reminded of the price of their redemption out 
of Egypt.  When they came into the land that God had promised Abraham, they were to 
keep the Passover.!

Exodus 12:26-27 - “And when your children say to you, What do you mean by this 
service? you shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lord’s Passover, for He passed 
over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when He struck the Egyptians 
but spared our houses.  And the people bowed their heads and worshiped.”!

The intended result of their redemption was worship.  God wanted the Israelites to know 
that worship always comes with a price.  The price to be paid so that God’s people 
would be spared from judgment and death was the passover lamb.!

1.  The lamb was SELECTED!

“The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, This month shall be for you the 
beginning of months.  It shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell all the 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb 
according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household.  And if the household is too 
small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of 
persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb.  Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old.  You may take it from the sheep or 
from the goats.”!

SIGNIFICANT!

In our society, important events in the history of our nation have resulted in national 
holidays.  For example, July 4 commemorates the adoption of the Declaration of 
Independence on July 4, 1776, declaring our nation’s independence from England.  Or, 



we set aside the last Monday in the month of May as Memorial Day where we 
remember those who’ve died in service to our country.!

These, among other holidays, are designated times where we remember something that 
has happened in the past.!

The Passover event was very significant in the life of Israel.  In fact, it is so significant 
that here in this passage, God literally changes the calendar of the Israelites so that 
they would celebrate the Passover.  Passover would mark a new beginning for Israel.  
God was essentially saying, “This event is so significant, so historic, that you are to 
rearrange your calendar because of it.”!

This means that God established Israel’s calendar on the basis of their redemption from 
Egypt.  At the beginning of each year, they would remember God’s salvation and the 
ultimate price of their liberation from bondage.  It was a new start, and it meant that God 
had provided redemption so that they could worship Him.!

Worship was the reason that God was delivering them from their bondage.!

In Jesus Christ, you as a believer have been given a brand new start.  You’ve been 
given a new calendar date.  Old things have passed away, and all things have become 
new.  The reason that I am now a new creature in Christ is that I might worship Him and 
enjoy Him forever.  !

John MacArthur - “…the primary reason we are redeemed is not so that we may 
escape hell—that is a blessed benefit, but not the major purpose.  The central objective 
for which we are redeemed is not even so that we might enjoy the manifold eternal 
blessings of God…we’ve been redeemed so that God may receive worship—so that our 
lives might glorify Him.”!

SUBSTITUTIONARY!

Beginning in verse 3, we read that God commanded every Israelite man to select a 
lamb that would represent their household.  If the household were too small, then he 
and his nearest neighbors were to go in together.!



It was imperative that each man do this, for God was about to give His people an object 
lesson which they would not soon forget.  God’s redemption of His people needed to be 
stamped on the minds and hearts of future generations.!

The imagery would be a vivid reminder of their need for a substitute to die in their place, 
to receive the sentence of death so that they themselves could live.  Just as God 
provided a ram in the place of Isaac, so also the Passover lamb would die in their 
firstborn’s place.!

SPOTLESS!

God instructed the people to single out from their flocks the handsomest and healthiest 
looking yearling.  An animal of this age would be energetic and playful and full of life.  
God specifically commanded that it be a lamb without blemish or spot, meaning that it 
was to be free from any type of defect or deformity.!

Such qualifications were extremely important.!

Deuteronomy 17:1 - “You shall not sacrifice to the Lord your God an ox or a 
sheep in which is a blemish, any defect whatever, for that is an abomination to 
the Lord your God.”!

God wanted His people to understand that needed a perfect substitute for a perfect 
sacrifice.  Just any old animal would not do; it had to be the very best.!

Tony Merida - “This need for a perfect sacrifice reminds us of our own state.  We, being 
corrupted by our sin, cannot save ourselves.  Our good works are like the blemished 
lamb—unworthy before a holy God.  We need One who serves as a substitute on our 
behalf.  Jesus is the lamb for the household of God.”  !

1 Peter 1:19 - “…but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot.”!

2.  The lamb was SLAUGHTERED!



“And you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly 
of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.  Then they shall take some 
of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they 
eat it.  They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs they shall eat it.  Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its 
head with its legs and its inner parts.  And you shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.”!

God commanded the lamb to be selected on the tenth day of the month, but it was to be 
slaughtered on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight.  That meant that each 
Israelite family had to watch the lamb carefully for four days to make sure it was perfect 
in every way.  During this time, they fed the lamb, they cared for the lamb, and the grew 
accustomed to having the lamb close by. !

Nothing more appropriately symbolizes innocence than a lamb.!

We’re all familiar with the little nursery rhyme, “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”  It was first 
published in 1830, but it was inspired by an actual incident that happened.  In Sterling, 
Massachusetts, a young girl by the name of Mary Sawyer kept a pet lamb that she once 
took to school at the suggestion of her brother.  Of course, a commotion ensued.   Mary 
later recalled, “Visiting school that morning was a young man by the name of John 
Roulstone, a nephew of the Reverend Lemuel Capen, who was then settled in Sterling. 
It was the custom then for students to prepare for college with ministers, and for this 
purpose Mr. Roulstone was studying with his uncle. The young man was very much 
pleased with the incident of the lamb; and the next day he rode across the fields on 
horseback to the little old schoolhouse and handed me a slip of paper which had written 
upon it the three original stanzas of the poem…"!

In the 1830s, Christian composer Lowell Mason set the nursery rhyme to a melody 
adding repetition in each of the verses:!

Mary had a little lamb, 
His fleece was white as snow, 



And everywhere that Mary went, 
The lamb was sure to go. 

 
He followed her to school one day, 

Which was against the rule, 
It made the children laugh and play 

To see a lamb at school. 
 

And so the teacher turned it out, 
But still it lingered near, 

And waited patiently about, 
Till Mary did appear. 

 
"Why does the lamb love Mary so?" 

The eager children cry. 
"Why, Mary loves the lamb, you know." 

The teacher did reply.!

In a similar way, the passover lamb was sure to be a hit in each Israelite household.  By 
the end of the fourth day, the little lamb no doubt won the affection of the entire 
household.  I can imagine that they all tried their best to avoid its big, innocent eyes as 
the head of the house prepared a knife with which he would slit its throat and drain its 
blood in a wash basin.!

The lesson was indeed a painful one.  God’s holiness demands that He judges sin, and 
the price of redemption is very costly.  Once the lamb was slaughtered, God gave other 
instructions which the Israelites were to carefully follow.!

The BLOOD to be applied to the doorposts!

12:7 - “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts 
and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.”!



The blood that was painted on the doors set apart the houses of those who believed 
and obeyed God from the houses of those who did not.!

12:21-22 - “Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, Go and 
select lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb.  
Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the 
lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin.  None of you shall 
go out of the door of his house until the morning.”!

“Basin” - the bowl or container that was used to collect the blood !

“Hyssop” - a branch that was used as a brush to smear the blood on the door !

When the Israelites spread the blood with the hyssop brush, they first touched the lintel 
or the top horizontal part of the door frame.  Then, they applied the blood to each door 
post.  By doing this, they literally went through the motions of making the sign of a 
bloody cross.  Thus, the door was “sealed” on all sides with the blood of the lamb. !

Arthur Pink - “Blood above where the thorns pierced His brow, blood at the sides, from 
His nail pierced hands; blood below, from His nail pierced feet.” !

John 10:9 - “I am the door.  If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved and will go in 
and out and find pasture.”!

The BURNING of the flesh with fire!

Not only was the blood to be applied to the doorposts, but notice how the flesh of the 
Passover lamb was to roasted with fire.  In Scripture, fire is always symbolic of God’s 
consuming judgment.  A bloody death and a judgment of fire came to the lamb so that 
the Israelite household could go free.!

Matthew 27:46 - “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”!

2 Corinthians 5:21 - “For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”!



Though the Passover lamb was to be roasted with fire and consumed, not one bone of it 
was to be broken.!

12:46 - “It shall be eaten in one house; you shall not take any of the flesh outside 
the house, and you shall not break any of its bones.”!

What I find amazing in these verses is the progression of how the Passover lamb is 
described.  In verse 3, the command is to simply take ‘a’ lamb, which is unknown and 
nothing special.  In verse 4, God refers to ‘the’ lamb, meaning that he is now set apart.  
In verse 5, God gets specific by saying “your” lamb.  It meant that each soul in Israel 
had to appropriate the lamb for himself.!

He is my Lamb.  Paul acknowledges this:!

Galatians 2:20 - “I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”!

The BREAD that was without leaven!

Unleavened bread is bread without yeast.  The Israelites were to eat the Passover lamb 
with unleavened bread, and then they were not allowed to eat yeast for a full seven 
days afterward.!

Leaven is always a picture of sin in Scripture.  The putting away of leaven is a symbol of 
the believer’s sanctification.  Having been cleansed and redeemed by the blood of the 
lamb, the believer is to put away the leaven of the old life.!

The BITTER herbs that were to be eaten!

The bitter herbs served to remind the Israelites of the bitterness of their bondage in 
Egypt.  The bitter herbs were also a reminder that the firstborn children of the people of 
Israel lived because the Passover lambs had died.!

We must never forget the bitterness of the sin from which Christ has saved us.  Far too 
many fail to worship God with passion because they have too low a view of sin.!



Thomas Watson - “Till sin be bitter, Christ will not be sweet.”!

3.  The lamb was SECURITY!

“In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand.  And you shall eat it in haste.  It is the Lord’s Passover.  For I will 
pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the Lord.  The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are.  And when I 
see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I 
strike the land of Egypt.”!

SWIFT departure!

They were to be prepared at any moment to depart.  There was no time to delay.  This 
is seen in the three-fold instruction:!

• belt was to be fastened!

• sandals were to be on their feet!

• staff was to be in their hand!

Dressing for travel also was important as another indication of faith that the long-
promised deliverance was truly at hand.  People tucked cloaks into belts when they 
traveled; they kept cloaks on loose and full length at night for warmth and comfort. 
Sandals normally were taken off at home; with this meal they were worn in the house, 
because a trip was imminent.  No one carried his staff around the house; it was a tool 
for protection and herding in the open.  A staff in the hand normally indicated readiness 
to be on the move, not a plan to stay at home.  Thus, the entire meal and its manner 
and posture of consumption were to indicate faithful readiness for a speedy departure.!

SEVERE judgment!

Each of the plagues were designed as a judgment on the false gods of Egypt whereby 
God demonstrated His power as the one and only True God.  For instance:!



!
• Through Moses, He turned the water into blood, showing He was greater than the 

Nile which the Egyptians worshiped as the sustainer of life.!

• God darkened the sky, proclaiming His superiority over their sun god Ra.!

• He made pests out of frogs which the Egyptians respected !

• He destroyed their crops and killed their cattle which was the source of their wealth 
and pride!

With one final plague, He would break the iron will of Egypt for good.  God would rescue 
those who placed their faith in Him, but He was about to pour out His judgment on 
Egypt through the death of the firstborn.  From the palace to the prison, not one 
Egyptian household would be spared.  It became a night of horror and grief for anyone 
who disregarded God’s command.  Yet it became a night of hope for those who were 
obedient, whose entryway was covered with the blood of a substitute.!

It wasn’t the life of the lamb that saved the people from judgment, but the death of the 
lamb.  The lamb was judged in their place.!

SHELTERED protection!

“The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are.  And when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the 
land of Egypt.”!

The verb used for “pass over” here in the verse means more than stepping over 
something to avoid contact.  There was another Hebrew word that was used in that 
sense.!

“Pass Over” - to spread wings over and protect !

It is the idea of a special covering or a way of escape from the judgment about to be 
poured out.  Jesus said that it was this type of relationship He longed to have:!



Matthew 23:37 - “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it!  How often would I have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!”!

Though the Israelites had been protected from the other plagues, they now had to act in 
faith in order to appropriate the means by which the Lord would pass over them in 
judgment.!

Hebrews 11:28 - “By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that 
the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.” !

Without the cost of a substitute’s life blood, worship would have been impossible.  God 
wanted His people to know that worship comes at a price.  Redemption is the basis of 
true worship.!

Philip Ryken - “Passover is about getting saved.  It reminds us that we have been 
delivered from death by a perfect substitute whose blood was shed as a sacrifice for our 
sins.” !

The Lord often works on behalf of His people when things look the darkest!!

Psalm 30:5 - “Weeping may remain for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”!

And so the morning came, and with it came joy and freedom for God’s people who had 
been kept safe through the blood of the lamb.


