
“When Worship is Hard”!
Genesis 22:1-14!

The name Charles Monroe Schulz has been a household name in American culture for 
decades.  Until the day of his death 15 years ago, Schulz was widely regarded as one 
of the most influential cartoonists of all time.  Many of his quotes continue to outlive him 
and remain with us to this day.  For instance:!

“All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn't hurt.”!

“Life is like an ice-cream cone, you have to lick it one day at a time.”!

“Decorate your home. It gives the illusion that your life is more interesting than it really 
is.”!

Of course, Schulz was best known for the iconic comic strip “Peanuts” which featured 
the characters Snoopy and Charlie Brown, among others.  One of the characters on the 
Peanut crew was Linus van Pelt, the best friend of Charlie Brown.  Linus is almost 
always depicted holding his blue security blanket, for which he is often mocked by other 
characters, and often sucks his thumb.  Everywhere Linus goes, he carries that blue 
blanket around with him.!

In one of the comic strips, Lucy confiscates Linus's blanket, locking it in a closet for two 
weeks as part of a bet.  Linus thinks he can go without the blanket for two weeks and 
laughs off Lucy and Charlie Brown's differing opinion.  After one week Linus begins 
suffering and freezing without it; he tries to use Snoopy's ears but Lucy notices and tells 
him "no substitutes!"  After eight days, Linus screams and cries for the blanket. Finally, it 
appears that Linus has lost his mind.  Charlie Brown persuades Lucy to give Linus his 
blanket back when they see Linus lying on the closet door scratching at it in a vain 
attempt to open it.!

I’m afraid that there are a lot of people in the church just like Linus.  Though it may not 
be a blanket, it is something else.!



We love to possess; we love to be in control; we love to keep our treasures close.  The 
more valuable the treasure is to us, the tighter grip we have on it, and the more difficult 
it is to release it.!

A.W. Tozer - “There is within the human heart a tough, fibrous root of fallen life whose 
nature is to possess, always to possess.  It covets things with a deep and fierce 
passion.  The pronouns ‘my’ and ‘mine’ look innocent enough in print, but their constant 
and universal use is significant.  They express the real nature of the old Adamic man 
better than a thousand volumes of theology could do.  They are verbal symptoms of our 
deep disease.  The roots of our hearts have grown down into things, and we dare not 
pull up one rootlet lest we die.”!

It is in our nature to possess and cling tightly to our treasures.!

Pastor and author Chuck Swindoll has grouped what we often refer to as our treasures 
into four categories:!

• Our possessions!

• Our vocations!

• Our dreams!

• Our relationships!

Often, what we value most in life can more than likely be boiled down into one of these 
four categories.  Our treasure is what we value, what we love, and what we often place 
at the very center of our lives.  Letting go can be hard, but sometimes it’s required.!

This chapter in Genesis reveals a man who had a treasure and was confronted with the 
difficult decision of whether or not he would be willing to part with it.  It is the story of 
Abraham and his son Isaac and how God called on him to offer Isaac up as a sacrifice.  
Though he treasured his son, he treasured God more.    It is in this chapter that the 
word ‘worship’ is used for the very first time in Scripture.  !



“Worship” - word means to bow down to the ground; to give homage; it is a picture of 
ultimate submission and surrender before God!

We learn from this passage that although worship is rewarding, it can also be a hard 
thing.!

1.  Worship often tests our personal CHARACTER!

Abraham is upheld in Scripture as the father of the faithful.  He is the example of what it 
means to trust God by faith.  !

Romans 4:3 - “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.”  !

In many ways, Abraham’s life was a series of tests.  There was the family test in 
Genesis 12 where God called him to leave his family in Ur of the Chaldees for a land 
that God would show him.  Once he arrived, there was the famine test where Abraham 
made the decision to leave the land and sojourn in Egypt.  Then, there was the fortune 
test in Genesis 14 where he humbly allowed his nephew Lot to have the best of the well 
watered plains of the Jordan.  There was the fatherhood test in Genesis 16 where 
Abraham became impatient and got ahead of God by taking matters into his own hands 
which resulted in the birth of Ishmael.!

The greatest test of all comes in Genesis 22, and it is a faith test, a test where he is 
asked by God to do the unthinkable.!

22:1 - “After these things, God tested Abraham and said to him, Abraham!  And he 
said, Here I am.  He said, Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and 
go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.”!

I have heard it said that a faith that can’t be tested is a faith that can’t be trusted.  True 
faith will always be tested and tried, and this is seen all throughout Scripture.!

Even the very best of God’s servants faced tests and trials:!



• Job lost all that he had!

• Joseph was betrayed and imprisoned!

• David faced Goliath!

• Daniel was smeared and thrown in a den of lions!

• Jesus endured the shame of the cross!

James 1:2-4 - “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its 
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”!

Just like any other school, in the school of faith, there will always be tests.  Without 
these tests, you and I would never know where we are spiritually.  !

The enemy tempts us, but God tests us.  !

The enemy’s temptation is designed to harm us, but God’s tests are designed to help 
us.  The enemy’s temptation is intended to bring out the worst in us, but God’s tests are 
intended to bring out the best in us.!

When the Scripture says that God tested Abraham, it does not mean the test was so 
that God could find out what was in Abraham.  Being sovereign and all-knowing, God 
already knew.  The test was so that Abraham could find out what was in Abraham.  God 
was proving him.!

Chuck Swindoll - “[God] doesn’t put people to a test to see how well their faith 
responds under fire; He prepares tests of faith to show us what He has made of us 
lately.  Whether we pass or fail, we learn about ourselves.”!

We refer to this as the “testing of your mettle.”  To test one’s mettle is to demonstrate 
your true character.!

No one wants to face a test or endure a trial, but worship and the building up of a strong 
faith requires it.  It is the test that reveals the true condition of our worship.!



This passage teaches us that it is obedient faith that overcomes the trials of this life.  !

1 John 5:4 - “For everyone that has been born of God overcomes the world.  And 
this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.”!

A test is hard.  A test often brings angst to the soul.  It provokes anxiety in the mind.  A 
test is designed to prove how well you know the subject material.  Tests of our faith are 
designed to measure our true confidence in the will and in the promises of God.  It is 
through the test that we truly come to know God more intimately and ourselves more 
clearly.!

2.  Worship at times involves a painful COST!

“After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, Abraham!  And he said, Here I 
am.  He said, Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 
tell you.”!

Notice that what God asked of Abraham involved cost.  He was asking Abraham to give 
up the very thing that he had been waiting for his whole life.!

M. Scott Peck - “Life is difficult.  Once we truly know that life is difficult--once we truly 
understand and accept it--then life is no longer difficult.”!

The first lesson we need to learn in discipleship is that following Jesus is not easy.  We 
need to expect trials from God because faith is forged in the furnace of affliction.!

Jesus had much to say about the cost of discipleship.!

Luke 14:25-27 - “Now great crowds accompanied Him, and He turned and said to 
them, If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father and mother and 
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot 
be My disciple.  Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after Me cannot 
be My disciple.”!



Obedience to Jesus Christ will sometimes cost you family.  They may not understand 
your commitment.  Obedience will sometimes cost you friendships.  Obedience will 
sometimes cost you fortune and fame.!

Jesus never promised that His disciples would have an easy life.  That’s a western idea 
and it is man-centered and ego-centric.!

Luke 14:28-30 - “For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to 
mock him, saying, This man began to build and was not able to finish.”!

John Stott - “The Christian landscape is strewn with the wreckage of derelict, half-built 
towers - the ruins of those who began to build and were unable to finish. For thousands 
of people still ignore Christ's warning and undertake to follow Him without first pausing 
to reflect on the cost of doing so. The result is the great scandal of Christendom today, 
so-called 'nominal Christianity'.  In countries to which Christian civilization has spread, 
large numbers of people have covered themselves with a decent, but thin, veneer of 
Christianity.  They have allowed themselves to become somewhat involved; enough to 
be respectable but not enough to be uncomfortable.  Their religion is a great, soft 
cushion.  It protects them from the hard unpleasantness of life, while changing its place 
and shape to suit the convenience.  No wonder the cynics speak of hypocrites in the 
church and dismiss religion as escapism.”!

The faith that honors God and the faith that God honors is the faith that it is willing to lay 
Isaac down.  No matter the cost, no matter the pain, no matter the tears, true worship 
counts the cost and embraces the cross of obedience.!

3.  Worship is shown through passionate COMMITMENT!

There is no mention in this passage of Abraham arguing with God or scheming for a 
way out, though it was the hardest thing he had ever done.  Knowing what he was being 
asked to do, he woke up early one morning, got Isaac up, and prepared for the journey.  
He was committed to God.!



He trusted in what God had promised!

22:4-5 - “On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar.  
Then Abraham said to his young men, Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy 
will go over there and worship and come again to you.”!

Earlier, God had promised Abraham that in Isaac his seed would be called.  He had 
promised Abraham that He would make of him and his promised son a great nation.  
Now, God was asking him to take that son and offer him up on an altar as a sacrifice.!

And yet Abraham makes a bold statement to the young men that both he and Isaac 
would return from worship.!

Hebrews 11:17-19 - “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and 
he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of 
whom it was said, Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.  He considered 
that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively 
speaking, he did receive him back.”!

In other words, if God was asking him to lay Isaac down as a sacrifice, thus requiring his 
life, then God must have also been planning on raising Isaac back up from the dead.  
Abraham knew that God had promised, and God’s will never contradicts God’s promise.!

He believed that God would provide!

22:6-7 - “And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his 
son.  And he took in his hand the fire and the knife.  So they went both of them 
together.  And Isaac said to his father Abraham, My father!  And he said, Here I 
am, my son.  He said, Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering?”!

Two statements here in the passage reveal how Abraham was believing God to provide 
for his situation.  !



22:8 - “Abraham said, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering, 
my son.”!

The name “Jehovah Jireh” means the Lord will provide, or more literally, the Lord will 
see to it.  Taken together, these statements reveal that Abraham was confident that God 
would meet every need in his situation.!

He obeyed what God had purposed!

22:9-10 - “When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built 
the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on 
the altar, on top of the wood.  Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 
knife to slaughter his son.”!

Something can be said about “the insanity of obedience” as Nik Ripken puts it.  
Sometimes, obedience to God is not rationale and makes no sense from our limited 
perspective.!

Warren Wiersbe - “Our faith is not really tested until God asks us to bear what seems 
unbearable, do what seems unreasonable, and expect what seems impossible.”!

The African impala can jump to a height of over 10 feet and cover a distance of greater 
than 30 feet. Yet these magnificent creatures can be kept in an enclosure in any zoo 
with a 3-foot wall. The animals will not jump if they cannot see where their feet will fall.  
Sometimes, your faith will require you to jump when you may not see where your feet 
will fall.  True worship demands this type of faith.  Faith is the ability to trust what we 
cannot see, and with faith we are freed from the flimsy enclosures of life that only fear 
allows to entrap us.!

Through it all, Abraham learned that it wasn’t Isaac that God wanted; it was Abraham’s 
heart.  The test only revealed that it belonged to God after all.!

When worship is hard, it only serves to reveal how committed the worshiper is to the 
glory of God.  The Lord was glorified through Abraham’s obedience, for there is no 
greater picture of Christ’s sacrifice than right here in this passage.!



Warren Wiersbe - “If ever two suffering people revealed Jesus Christ, it was Abraham 
and Isaac on Mount Moriah.  Their experience is a picture of the Father and the Son 
and the cross and is one of the most beautiful types of Christ found anywhere in the Old 
Testament.” !

How this points us to Calvary:!

• Father and Son acted together!

• The Son had to die!

• The Son bore the burden of sin!

• The Son was raised from the dead!

When I Lay My Isaac Down!

Abraham prayed for the day  
God would give him a son  
Blessed Isaac was his name  
The greatest gift he’d ever known  
Then came the day, who would have dreamed  
God would say “Give him to me  
On this mountain you will prove,  
It’s you and Isaac, or it’s me and you”!

When I lay my Isaac down  
Broken heart but my Father’s proud  
On this altar here he lays  
Just to find it wasn’t him, God wanted me!

Most of us I’d dare to say  
Have an Isaac in God’s way  
On the Altar God will prove  



It’s not your Isaac that He wants  
He wants you!


