
“What the Church is Known For”!
Matthew 7:7-12!

The dictionary defines a brand as a type of product manufactured by a particular company 
under a particular name.  A brand is a mark of identification that distinguishes some product 
from another.  Historians tell us that the concept of branding has been around for as long as 
people have created goods to sell or trade.!

The modern word ‘brand’ comes from an ancient Norse word that means to burn.  Around 950 
A.D. a brand referred to a burning piece of wood, such as a firebrand.  By the 1500’s, the 
meaning had changed to refer to a mark that was burned into the hide of livestock to show 
ownership.  Individual ranches would have their own unique mark so ownership could be 
determined should their animals ever be lost, stolen, or mixed in with animals from another 
ranch.!

A brand had to be simple, unique, and easy to identify.  The same type of strategy is used by 
marketing experts today who design logos for companies that desire brand recognition out in 
the marketplace.!

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus essentially describes His brand of disciples.  For three 
chapters, He shows us what His disciples look like and what they are known for as their lives 
reflect His righteous character.  This is why Augustine once described it as “a perfect standard 
of the Christian life.”  The Sermon on the Mount is a concise theology from the lips of Jesus 
who, like a skillful surgeon, cuts through the thin veneer of superficial religion and performs 
radical heart surgery on His followers.  He shows us how discipleship involves the practical 
outworking of our faith.  The change that God has worked in is worked out through the life of the 
disciple.!

Here in this passage, Jesus explains in a simple way what His disciples are known for.  In the 
first six verses, He has already said that His disciples are not known for their condemning 
attitude.  Now beginning in verse 7, He says that His disciples are known for their 
compassionate attitude.!

In verses 1-6, Jesus says, “Stop being critical.”  In verses 7-12, He says, “Start being 
compassionate.”!



This passage brings us to verse 11 where we find what has been traditionally referred to as 
“The Golden Rule.”  Some have referred to this section as the Mount Everest of biblical ethics 
as it deals with the nature of our relationships with people.!

Alfred Edersheim - “This is the closest approach to absolute love of which human nature is 
capable.”!

There are three character traits in this passage that Jesus says His church ought to be known 
for—persistence in the faith, provision from God the Father, and putting other people first.!

1.  Persistence in our FAITH (7:7-8)!

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For 
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened.”!

You will notice that Jesus is using the language of promise here.!

This is one of the greatest promises that Jesus has given to those who trust in Him, those who 
are His disciples, those who are citizens in His kingdom.!

Rather than giving us explanations, God has given us promises.  Someone has well said that 
God’s entire communication with us can be summed up in the words, “I promise.”  How we 
relate to God and are conformed to Christ’s image is largely determined by what we do with His 
promises.!

Jesus says that His disciples are known for their persistent faith.  We are to ask, we are to seek, 
and we are to knock.!

This famous text is not a ‘blank check’ for us to satisfy our material desires.  Rather, it tells us 
how to pray for the character of the kingdom in our lives.  It teaches us to pray that our morals 
and ethics will be like Christ’s.  Simply put, here in these verses Jesus teaches us how to pray 
for our spiritual lives.!

It is a reminder to us that we need grace, and that God is gracious.  It means that God is faithful 
to give us everything we need to do His will.  Jesus says, “Ask, and it will be given.  Seek, and 
you will find.  Knock, and the door will be opened.”!



There is a progression of intensity in the verbs, moving from a simple request to a diligent 
search, culminating in a persistent desire.!

The language of verse 7 is very compelling because the verbs command a growing level of 
intensity.  “Ask” implies making a request for some conscious need.  The word also suggests 
humility in making request, for it was commonly used of a soldier who asked something from his 
superior.  !

The next step, “seek,” involves asks but also includes action.  The idea is not merely to express 
one’s need, but to get up and look around for help, involving effort on the person’s part.!

The word “knock” includes asking plus seeking, and also an added component of perseverance 
like someone pounding on a closed door.!

Kent Hughes - “The stacking of these words is extremely forceful, but the fact that they are 
present imperatives gives them even more punch.  In the Greek language there are two kinds of 
imperatives.  The aorist imperative gives one definite command, such as ‘shut the door’ or ‘pick 
up the newspaper.’  The present imperative, however, commands continuous action—‘keep on 
shutting the door’ or ‘keep on picking up the newspaper.’” !

The three verbs—ask, seek, knock—are all in the present imperative tense, which suggests the 
idea of continuation and constance.  Jesus is saying, “Keep on asking, keep on seeking, keep 
on knocking.”!

Jesus is driving home this point—the church must be persistent in her prayer life and in her 
faith.  We don’t give up when the going gets tough.  We don’t take an off ramp when the road 
gets steep.  We don’t retreat when the enemy rears his ugly head.!

When the ground beneath them begins to shake, those who are true believers demonstrate 
persistent faith.  They express a confident trust in their heavenly Father.!

When it comes to growing in our faith, are we persisting?  Are you asking, seeking, and 
knocking in order to:!

• have a tender and forgiving spirit!

• grow in your understanding of God’s Word!



• be bold and consistent in your witness!

Jesus promises when we ask, it will be given.  When we seek, we will find.  And when we knock, 
the door will be opened.  But it won’t be done apart from a persistent faith.  It is through asking, 
seeking, and knocking that God teaches me to trust Him more.!

Sometimes God asks us to take the next step without showing us the destination.  This is so 
that we can learn to trust Him to lead us.!

Sometimes God allows circumstances to be out of control so we will learn that we never had 
control in the first place.  This is so that we can learn to trust Him to rule us.!

Sometimes God amputates those things we think we need so that will come to understand that 
He is really all we need.  This is so that we can learn to trust Him to satisfy us.!

The church must be known for her persistent faith, even in the face of difficulty and opposition.!

2.  Provision from our FATHER (7:9-11)!

“Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a 
fish, will give him a serpent?  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask 
Him!”!

The church is to be known for persistent faith, and it is also to be known for the provision it 
receives from her heavenly Father.  When we ask God for what we need, God will provide.  
When God provides for His people, it is always a powerful witness to a watching world.!

We don’t hide behind a religious facade of hypocrisy because we have a Father who provides 
us with true righteousness.!

We don’t worry about our circumstances because we have a Father who provides what we 
need.  !

We don’t criticize others from a self-righteous, superior attitude because we have a Father who 
provides us with grace.!



Jesus uses an illustration to emphasize the gracious nature of our heavenly Father.  No first 
century father would have ever substituted stones for bread to feed his family, nor would he give 
his son a snake when he asked for a fish.  !

An earthly father would never give something harmful to his children, but sometimes he makes 
mistakes. The point being made is that if the very best of our earthly fathers provide for their 
children, how much more will our perfect Father in heaven provide for us!  !

Luke 11:13 - “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”!

Notice that the Holy Spirit is used interchangeably with the phrase ‘good gifts.’  God the Father 
has given us the Holy Spirit, and this is the greatest gift that we have received as His children.!

God has promised to give us anything that is good for us spiritually.  He will provide us with 
whatever He wants us to do in order for us to fulfill His calling on our lives.  He provides:!

• salvation for those who ask Him in faith!

• sanctification for those who seek Him with diligence!

• service opportunities for those who knock with persistence!

Kent Hughes - “Just think what would happen if we prayed for these things for ourselves and 
our brothers and our sisters as intensely as we pray for our physical needs.  The church would 
explode with growth because a far greater portion of its people would be living kingdom lives.  
Our pulpits would be filled with preachers of power.  The mission fields would shrink as 
thousands more poured out into the harvest—with greater power.”!

3.  Putting other people FIRST (7:12)!

“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets.”!

Not only are Christ’s disciples known by their persistent faith and their providing Father, but they 
are also known for their mindset of putting others first.  Jesus said that His church is known for 
an “others-first” mentality rather than a “me-first” mentality.!



Jesus says that however you want other people to treat you, that’s how you are to treat other 
people.  This sums up the message of the Law and the Prophets—Love God and love those 
made in His image.!

How we treat others is not to be determined by how we expect them to treat us or even by how 
we think they should treat us, but by how we want them to treat us.  That means there is no 
room for any selfish and self-centered motive.!

This is revolutionary as well as unique to biblical Christianity.  The world and all the other world’s 
religions knows nothing of this kind of unconditional love and service.  Granted, you will 
sometimes find a variation of the Golden Rule.  Jewish rabbis used to teach, “What is hateful to 
yourself do not to someone else.”  Confucius taught, “What you do not want done to yourself, do 
not do to others.”  The ancient Stoics said, “What you do not want to be done to you, do not do 
to anyone else.”  In every case, the emphasis is negative and falls short of God’s perfect 
standard.  Even though it sounds good and is an important part of our relationships, the motive 
is still selfish.!

It is only Jesus who gives us the Golden Rule.  Don’t just “not do” to other people what you don’t 
want them to do to you.  Jesus says, “Do to them what you want them to do to you.”  Even if 
they reject you and if they do not reciprocate.  This is His brand.  The church is to be known by 
persistent faith, her providing God, and for putting other people first.!

This has been the history of our church.  If you go back through the 115 years that this church 
has been in existence, it has been a history of persistent faith, a providing God who has always 
come through in a big way, and a reputation of putting other people first.!

We have needs, but we also have a Father who will provide.!

Here are some of our ministry numbers from last year:!

• Total receipts came out at just over $4.2 million!

• Total missions gifts were $642,961 (21% of our budget); the Lottie Moon Christmas offering 
last year was $180,494!

• Total baptisms reported were 34 with 45 other additions!

• Total membership currently stands at 3,504 people!



What are some of our current needs that we need to keep asking, seeking, and knocking for?!

To begin with, we have some personnel needs:!

• immediate needs in the area of connection and discipleship!

• search committee in place for pastoral care position!

• search committee to be put in place for children’s ministry position!

• working to secure a replacement for our media ministry!

We also have some organizational needs:!

• conversations are in progress to formulate a plan for relocating our church offices back on 
campus; current lease is up next May and I would like for us to be back on campus by next 
summer!

• capital campaign is moving forward with a plan to aggressively tackle our church debt; 
eliminate $3.5 million debt in three years; will be dependent upon your commitment as a 
church!

What do we want to be known for as a church?  In addition to what Jesus has said here in this 
passage, let me share with you some core values that are important:!

• Expository preaching and teaching of the Bible!

• Multi-generational worship!

• Relational discipleship in a small group!

• Passion for personal evangelism!

• Sacrificial generosity and flexibility !

Are we a  perfect church?  Not by any stretch.  But we are being perfected by the Head of the 
church who desires for us to be known for our persistent faith, confidence in our providing 
Father, and a mindset that puts other people first.!

What is our “brand” as a church?  What do we want to be known for?  A lot of people choose to 
attend churches for a lot of different reasons.  We have got to rise above a consumer mentality 



that asks what’s in it for me, and focus on being a church who makes disciples.  This is the 
brand that Jesus wants His church to wear.!

Great churches are made up of great people who trust in a great God.  I’ve heard it said, “A 
great commitment to the Great Commission and the great commandments will grow a great 
church.”  This must be our brand and what we are known for—persistent faith, a providing 
Father, and putting others first.!

Jesus perfectly demonstrated this in His own life.  He lived with perfect obedience to His 
Father’s will, died in the sinner’s place on the cross, and rose to life again.  Think of this—No 
one but Jesus has ever perfectly kept the Golden Rule.  My salvation is not dependent upon my 
performance, but upon His.  Christ’s righteousness becomes our righteousness when we turn 
from our sin and trust in Him for salvation.


