
“The Purpose of Family Worship”!
Deuteronomy 6:4-9!

The family is the most basic building block of society, and as goes the family, so goes 
society.  Scripture teaches that the relationships that parents are to have with their 
children are precious and God-given.  Fathers and mothers have been given the high 
calling to lead their children to faith in Christ and disciple them in that faith.  Nothing is 
more crucial and desperately needed in our generation than for Christian parents to 
teach their children to be worshipers of God.!

Given the climate of our day, this is a difficult thing to do.!

Tom & Richard Blackaby - “Parenting has never been an easy task.  However, the 
world in which we are raising our children today contains unique temptations, pressures, 
and dangers unlike anything our parents could have dreamed of when they were raising 
us.  We live in an age when we desperately need God’s help if we are going to succeed 
in raising our children to be godly young adults.” !

How is the climate different in our day then it was in former generations?  Consider the 
following family statistics:!

• 65% of children grow up in a home with two married parents, and 35% of children in 
North America are directly affected by divorce!

• Only 45% of children grow up in a home with both of their biological parents!

• Current divorce rate in the U.S. is 46%!

• 1 in 4 children are bullied in school, and as many as 160,000 kids stay home on any 
given day because of bullying!

• Each month 282,000 students are physically attacked in public school systems!

• the largest consumer of internet pornography is the 12 to 17 age group, and the 
average age of first exposure is 11!



These are just a few statistics of the current cultural landscape that families are facing.  
I don’t have to convince you that smartphones, universal wifi, and social media have 
drastically altered that landscape.!

Our children are facing a barrage of cultural pressures that we could not have even 
imagined when we were children.  More than likely, you grew up in a society that was 
respectful or at least neutral toward biblical Christianity.  Our children are growing up in 
a culture that is now anti-Christian and becoming more so by the day.!

What we need now more than ever are Christian parents who are committed to 
following Jesus Christ in discipleship and who intentionally teach their children to follow 
Him as well.!

One of the most foundational passages in Scripture where this is emphasized is here in 
Deuteronomy 6.!

The word ‘Deuteronomy’ literally means “second law” or “repetition of the law.”  Here in 
this fifth book of the Old Testament, Moses reviews the law originally given at Sinai and 
applies it to Israel’s life in the Promised Land which they were about to enter.  The book 
of Deuteronomy records a series of addresses that Moses gave to the second 
generation of Israelites as he sought to equip their generation for their new life in the 
Promised Land.  The older generation is to teach the younger generation principles for 
godly living.!

There are four principles that I want to draw from this chapter and apply it to worship in 
the context of the home.  We looked at the first principle last week, found in verses 1-3:!

1.  Parents must TEACH their children to worship God!

“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the Lord your God 
commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going 
over, to possess it, that you may fear the Lord your God, you and your son and your 
son’s son, by keeping all His statutes and commandments, which I command you…”!



Moses was very clear in teaching the importance of worship to this second generation 
of Israelites.  They needed to know all that God had done on their behalf so that they 
could teach their children.  If they wanted God’s blessing on their lives once they 
entered the Promised Land, they needed to know that it would be based upon their love 
and obedience to God and whether or not they were leading their families to worship 
God faithfully.!

The first three verses show us how parents are to teach their children to worship God by 
showing them the importance of three things:!

• The Word of God (v. 1)!

• The fear of God (v. 2)!

• The blessing of God (v. 3)!

There is a second principle that I want you to see beginning in verse 4:!

2.  Parents must TELL their children who God is!

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  And these words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your 
children…”!

This passage of Scripture was among the most important passages in Jewish life.  Their 
confession of faith was called the “Shema” which means ‘to hear’ and was taken from 
this very text.  The Shema is still recited twice a day by orthodox Jews all around the 
world.  So important was the Shema that Jewish boys were required to memorize it as 
soon as they were able to speak.!

Jesus quoted from the book of Deuteronomy more than any other Old Testament 
writing.  We read in Matthew 22 where on one occasion He was asked by a certain 
lawyer, “What is the greatest commandment?”  Jesus quoted the Shema, found right 



here in Deuteronomy 6:4-5.  Loving God supremely is the most important thing in life, 
and this is what parents must teach their children. !

What exactly are believers to tell their children about God according to this passage?  
We are to tell our children that He is:!

A God who TOLERATES no rivals!

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”!

Israel was surrounded by nations that worshiped all sorts of gods, but God’s people 
affirmed to them all that there was only one true and living God.  He alone was to be 
worshiped.!

This important truth was foundational to the law and is repeated over and over again in 
Scripture: !

Exodus 20:3-5 - “You shall have no other gods before Me.  You shall not make for 
yourself a carved image…You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
Lord your God am a jealous God…”!

Exodus 34:14 - “For you shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is 
jealous, is a jealous God.”!

Isaiah 42:8 - “I am the Lord; that is My name; My glory I give to no other, nor My 
praise to carved idols.”!

Isaiah 48:11 - “My glory I will not give to another.” !

God is not interested in us simply making Him one object of worship among others.  He 
doesn’t even want to be at the top of the list with other gods.  He absolutely tolerates no 
rivals to His glory, and He will not share His glory with another. !

 Our worship must exclusively belong to Him.!

There is a reason why God said what He did in the second commandment, that He 
would visit the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of 



those who hate Him.  This doesn’t mean that He will punish children for their parents’ 
sin, but that God will punish the sin patterns that children pick up from their parents.!

The reason is that idolatry is often hereditary.  Dad’s gods are often passed down!!

Genesis 31:19 - “…and Rachel stole her father’s household gods.”!

One of the first places that idols often gain an entry point into our lives is very early on in 
our home.  Christian parents often say one thing to their children about worshiping God, 
but they often do another.  It results in sending a mixed signal to our children about 
worship and devotion.!

Maybe nowhere is the importance this more clearly seen than in Psalm 78, a beautiful 
psalm written by Asaph praising the way that the Lord had taken care of Israel.  They 
had received the testimony of God’s truth, and Asaph reminds his generation that they 
must pass it on to the next.!

Psalm 78 reminds us what we are to teach our families about faithfulness to God and 
the danger that idolatry poses.  The responsibility lies squarely on the shoulders of men.!

Psalm 78:5 - “He commanded our fathers to teach their children…”!

John Knox - “You are bishops and kings; your wife, children, servants, and family are 
your bishopric and charge.  Of you it shall be required how carefully and diligently you 
have always instructed them in God’s true knowledge, how you have studied to plant 
virtue in them, and to repress vice.  And therefore I say, you must make them partakers 
in reading, exhorting, and in making common prayers, which I would in every house 
were used once a day at least.”!

Genesis 18:19 - “For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and 
his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and 
justice.” !

Voddie Baucham - “Not long ago I sat down with a grieving father.  He wasn’t grieving 
because his child had died, but over something potentially far worse.  His son, Thomas, 



had grown up in church.  He was a good kid.  He was a fixture in the youth group, went 
to camp, and even participated in a mission trip his sophomore year in high school.  
However, when he went off to college, things changed.  His parents had heard of the 
dangers of ‘secular’ schools, so they guided him toward a Christian university.  He was 
an outstanding athlete and had won a baseball scholarship.  Thomas’ story was not just 
typical—it was exceptional.  He had done all of the things Christian parents desire for 
their children—good grades, great friends, active in church, popular, and off to college 
on an athletic scholarship.  So why was his father grieving?  As it turns out, there was a 
darker side of Thomas’ life.  Things were lurking beneath the surface that his mom, dad, 
youth pastor, and Sunday school teacher never saw.  Once he was away at “All 
American Christian University,” this darker side began to surface.  First, Tomas stopped 
attending church.  He occasionally attended the large weekly Bible study on campus or 
the area-wide college service hosted by a large church in town, but he was not plugged 
into a local body of believers.  Moreover, there was no sense of personal holiness, no 
pursuit of Christian disciplines.  Next, Thomas began to struggle a bit in class.  He had 
always been an A/B student, but now he was struggling just to pass his midterms in 
some of his classes.  Upon closer examination of his academic struggles, they found 
that Thomas was staying out late and drinking heavily and often missed classes.  
Finally, Thomas was suspended from his baseball team when a random drug test 
revealed that he had taken anabolic steroids.  The father was so distraught that he did 
not allow Thomas to return for his second year.  He opted instead to place him in a local 
community college until the young man could ‘get his head on straight.’  Upon hearing 
Thomas’ story, I tried to console this grieving father as best I could.  He cried for a while 
and then asked me a question that I don’t think he wanted answered.  “Where could I 
have gone wrong?’ he asked as he shook his head in disgust.  Over the next several 
days he and I unpacked the situation and dealt with some very tough issues.  I am not 
suggesting that this case is cut-and-dry, but we did find some very familiar patterns.  
First, Thomas’s lack of commitment in spiritual matters was not as strange as it seemed.  
As I talked with this father, I learned that Thomas was more than just a naturally gifted 
ballplayer.  This kid had been playing baseball since he was six and started taking 
private instruction at nine!  He had been part of a traveling squad at age twelve and was 



an all-star at every level.  This man and his wife had gone to great lengths to see to it 
that their son became the best baseball player he could be.  This also meant that during 
the summer and fall their church attendance was sporadic at best.  Like many parents, 
they found themselves traveling to tournament after tournament and praying for the 
opportunity to be out on Sunday since that meant they were playing for a title 
somewhere.  What they didn’t realize is that they were teaching Thomas to prioritize 
baseball above the Fourth Commandment.  They were teaching Thomas that he should 
honor the Sabbath and keep it holy unless it’s baseball season.  Thus when Thomas got 
to college and had to choose between going to church and hanging out with his 
teammates, the foundation for his decision had already been laid.  When he had to 
choose between extra time in chemistry lab and extra time in the batting cage, he knew 
intuitively which choice to make.  And when he had a choice between sitting on the 
bench for the first time in his life or taking a shortcut to a bigger body and a faster bat, 
he struggled for a while but eventually made his decision based on the one thing that 
had directed his path since he was six years old.  In other words, Thomas’ lack of 
commitment to spiritual matters laid the groundwork for his moral compromise.  
Christianity was never the center of Thomas’ universe.  It was always something on the 
periphery.  Church, and more importantly Jesus Christ, always orbited around baseball, 
the bright, shining star at the center of his universe.  Does this mean that every young 
ballplayer will experience moral compromise?  Certainly not; nor am I arguing that we 
should abolish all sports.  I am simply arguing that anything that causes us to 
compromise our beliefs can (and probably will) become an idol.  Some people will only 
worship that idol halfheartedly, but some will sacrifice all on its altar.  Thomas’ father had 
never missed one of his son’s games.  Moreover, it was his father who taught him how 
to throw a curve ball, how to put his body in front of a grounder, and how to turn a 
double play.  In fact, Thomas’ father was the coach of his first T-ball team.  However, 
when I asked whether or not he led his son (and his family) in worship, his only 
response was, ‘I never even thought about it.’  In other words, this man had spent 
countless hours and immeasurable amounts of energy teaching his son how to be a 
ballplayer but hadn’t done a thing to teach him how to be a Christian.  When I pressed 
him on this issue, he said, ‘I thought the youth pastor was doing a good job of that.’  The 



point here is so obvious that I hesitate to state it.  When it came to baseball, he had 
coaches and leagues, but he was the one providing private instruction in the backyard.  
However, when it came to spiritual matters, he passed the buck.” !

Scores of dads and moms in the church are passing the buck when it comes to teaching 
their kids to worship and telling their kids who God is.  No one has more influence in 
their lives than you do!!

Our lives will revolve around what we worship.  Eventually, we come to resemble what 
we truly revere.!

When we give God nothing more than lip service in our homes, then we should not be 
surprised when our children grow up to be idolaters.!

A God to be TREASURED in our lives!

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might.”!

Of all the people on earth, the nation of Israel had every reason to love the Lord.  As 
God’s special covenant people, there was much that they knew about Him and about 
what He had done in their lives: !

• They knew Him as Creator of all things!

• They knew Him as the God of the fathers—Abraham, Isaac and Jacob!

• They knew Him by personal experience; many of them had seen His mighty acts of 
judgement upon the Egyptians!

• They witnessed His redemptive power in bringing them out of Egypt!

• They had all eaten manna day after day, and quail; they had drunk water out of the 
rock!

• Their clothes had not worn out and their sandals still protected their feet from the 
rocky paths they travelled !



Those of us who know Jesus Christ—His life, ministry, death and resurrection—and who 
have tasted of His grace have even greater reason to love God.  It is much to our 
shame that our love for Christ is often so half-hearted.!

Our children deserve better than to see a half-hearted love for God on display in our 
lives.  They need to see firsthand what it means for a mom and dad to love Jesus Christ 
with all of our heart, with all of our soul, and with all of our might.!

Our love for God involves the totality of the inner person—all of our heart, all of our soul, 
and all of our might.  It speaks of a total and complete devotion to the Lord.!

Psalm 103:1 - “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy 
name!”!

“Heart” - inner man, mind, will!

Notice here that love is commanded, not something that is left to the whims of emotion.  
This means that biblical love is an obedient act of the will.  We choose to love God and 
others no matter how we may feel in the moment.  It is a choice that we make in 
obedience to God.!

“Soul” - word is ‘nephesh’ and refers to desire, passion, and emotion !

Genesis 2:7 - “Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into His nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living soul.”!

To love God with all of our soul is to love Him with passion and emotion.  It is not just 
some mechanical response, but rather speaks of love that is fervent and committed.!

“Might” - strength or force !

The idea is that of the actions of one’s life.  It is not a word only love, but a love that 
manifests itself in action.!

A God who TRANSFORMS our thinking!

“And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.”!



We need to tell the next generation that our God is a God who tolerates no rivals, a God 
who is to be treasured above everything else in life, and He is also a God who 
transforms our thinking.  !

“These Words” - refers to the commandments!

God intends for His Word to be in our hearts.  Again, the word for ‘heart’ refers to the 
seat of one’s decision-making, and the very core of one’s life.!

Peter Craigie - “…the people were to think on them and meditate about them, so that 
obedience would not be a matter of formal legalism, but a response based upon 
understanding.” !

It means that the goal of the Law was not to simply be head knowledge, but a heart 
knowledge that led to a change in their thinking and decision making.  The knowledge of 
God and His Word is to be a grid through which we view the world around us with all of 
its pressures and challenges.!

We need a biblical worldview!!

Pastor and author Voddie Baucham has said that a person’s worldview is comprised of 
five basic elements:!

• View of God—atheism vs. theism!

- The God of the Bible is personal!

- The God of the Bible is sovereign!

- The God of the Bible is holy!

- The God of the Bible is Creator!

• View of Man—evolution vs. special creation!

- The Bible teaches that man is created in the image of God!

- Human life has inherit dignity and value!



- In Adam, the human race was plunged into sin!

- Apart from the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, man remains in his sin!

• View of Truth—relative vs. absolute !

• View of Knowledge—naturalism vs. revelation!

- We come to know truth through God’s revelation in creation!

- We come to know truth through God’s Word!

• View of Ethics—cultural vs. absolute!

- God determines what is right and wrong!

- God’s Word gives us clear instruction on ethics!

- Ethics transcend time and culture!

Without a biblical worldview, our children will be exposed and vulnerable to the cultural 
traps that the enemy has laid.!

I read the story about a man who sold pork as a butcher.  This man had never bought 
any pigs.  Rather, he had slaughtered wild pigs by the hundreds.  A man from a 
neighboring village asked him one day, “How do you catch all of these wild pigs?”  The 
man replied, “It’s easy.  I just get a big trough of food and put it low enough so the 
piglets can find it.  When the piglets come to eat, the sow and the boar soon follow.  
While they are getting used to it each day, I start putting up a fence at night.  Just one 
side.  I do another side every night until all I have left is a gate.  Eventually they come 
in, distracted by the sweetness of the food, and I close the gate without their ever 
knowing what had happened.”!

As Christian dads and moms, we need to raise children who have an ability to discern 
what the world puts before them, what Satan desires to use to lure them to the 
slaughter.!



Tell your children who God is!  Tell them that He is a holy God who tolerates no rivals, 
that He is to be treasured above everything else, and that He transforms our thinking.  !

Above everything else, preach the gospel to your children.  Tell them that Jesus Christ 
died on a cross, rose again from the dead, and that He alone can save them.  Tell them 
that He is to be Lord of their lives.  This is the purpose of family worship.


