
“Name Above All Names”!
Exodus 20:7!

One of the most moving scenes from the cinematic world can be found in the movie, 
The Crucible, which came out back in 1996.  The movie is based on the 1953 play by 
Arthur Miller which tells the story of the Salem witch trials that took place in New 
England during 1692 and 1693.  One of the main characters is a man by the name of 
John Proctor, played by Daniel Day Lewis.  Having been accused of witchcraft, the final 
scene of the movie shows him condemned and about to hang.  He’s given the 
opportunity to confess by signing his name to a piece of paper that would be posted on 
the door of the church for all the town to see.  If he would but confess, he would go free.  
Though an imperfect man, Proctor was innocent of witchcraft and stood falsely accused.  
When pressed as to why he will not sign the document and have it nailed to the church 
door, he says:!

“Because it is my name!  Because I cannot have another in my life.  Because I am not 
worth the dust of the feet of them that hang.  How may I live without my name?  I have 
given you my soul, leave me my name!”  !

But instead of signing his name to lies and preserving his own life, Proctor chooses the 
gallows.!

Your name is precious, friend.  You didn’t have anything to do with it, but someone who 
loved you very much did.!

A name is a word or a combination of words by which a person, place, or thing is 
designated, known, or called.  Names are very important.  Just imagine for a moment if 
we didn’t have our names or if the towns we live in didn’t have names.  !

Names often provide insight into our identity.  When a young woman who is newly 
married changes her last name to match the name of her husband, she is agreeing to 
align herself and identify herself with the man that she loves.  A child that is adopted 
assumes the new identity of his or her new parents by taking on their last name.!



Proverbs 22:1 - “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches.”!

The Bible tells us that God is known by His name.  God’s name has been revealed to us 
by God Himself.  We don’t tell God who He is; He tells us.  In fact, there are more than 
300 names and titles for God recorded throughout Scripture.  God has revealed these 
many names to us so that we can know who He is and worship Him.  One name by 
itself cannot fully represent His power and majesty, nor can one name tell us all that we 
need to know about the God we worship.!

In the third commandment, God wants His people to know that His name is above every 
other name that there is.  The this commandment involves the way that God’s name is 
used and understood by the worshiper.  His name is high and holy.!

1.  Shows us the MEANING of God’s name!

“You shall not takes the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless who takes His name in vain.”!

I heard the story about a little boy in Sunday school who was drawing a picture.  His 
teacher asked him, “What’s that you’re drawing?”  The little boy answered, “I’m drawing 
a picture of God.”  “A picture of God?” she said.  “You can’t draw a picture of God.  
Nobody knows what God looks like.”  The little boy replied, “Well, they will when I’m 
finished.”!

Many people have their own idea about who they think God is and what they think God 
is like.  The first two commandments deal with this, and so does this third 
commandment.  God never wanted His people to come up with their own ideas of God 
and attach those ideas to Him.  Instead, God revealed Himself to His people by telling 
them His name.!

God’s name defines His character !

If you notice, unlike the first two commandments, God refers to Himself in this verse in 
the third person.  Instead of saying, “You shall not misuse My name,” God says, “You 
shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.”  The word ‘Lord’ is in all capital letters 



in our English translations.  By referring to Himself this way, God is calling their attention 
to His unique covenant name, the name He revealed to Moses when He appeared to 
him.!

Exodus 3:13-15 - “Then Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the people of Israel and 
say to them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they ask me, What 
is His name?’ what shall I say to them?  God said to Moses, I AM WHO I AM.  And 
He said, Say this to the people of Israel, The LORD, the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.  
This is My name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all 
generations.”!

Whenever the word ‘God’ is used in the Old Testament, it translates the Hebrew word 
‘Elohim.’  This is the very first name of God mentioned in Scripture, the name that we 
see in opening verses of Genesis 1.  The name ‘Elohim’ is God’s introduction of 
Himself, the first impression of Himself that He gives to us.  !

• It reveals His transcendence, the fact that He is distinct from His creation!

• It reveals His creative power, that He is the God who created all things!

• It reveals His triune nature, for it is a plural word!

The name ‘Elohim’ is God’s powerful and introductory name, but He reveals a more 
specific name in this verse.  Each time you see the word ‘Lord’ used in all capital letters 
in the text, it is because God’s personal name, His covenant name, is the word being 
used in Hebrew.  His covenant name is ‘Yahweh’ or ‘Jehovah.’  God’s covenant name is 
personal and speaks of His self-existence, self-sufficiency, and supreme authority.  It 
reveals Him to be the God who saves His people.!

If ‘Elohim’ is God’s creative and powerful name, ‘Yahweh’ is God’s covenant and 
personal name.!

God’s name displays His nature!



Not only does God’s name reveal who He is, but His name also reveals what He is like. !

Lehman Strauss - “What the telescope is to the scientist, the name of God is to His 
children.” !

The purpose of the telescope is to zero in on the most remote planets and make them 
appear closer.  The telescope shows something about the planet that you would not 
otherwise know.  In a similar way, God’s name reveals to us what He is like. !

Herbert Lockyer - “If we would know what God says about Himself, it is necessary to 
study the revelation found in the great manes and titles He has given of Himself.”!

In Scripture, a name often connotes purpose, authority, and character.  A person’s name 
is frequently seen as the sum equivalent of that person.  Altogether, the word ‘name’ 
appears more than 1,000 times throughout the Word of God and carries with it the idea 
of character, responsibility, and purpose.  Because of the sheer depth of God’s nature 
and character, there are many names that reflect the way that He relates to us as 
worshipers.!

There are foundational names of God:!

• Elohim—The God of Creation!

• Jehovah—The God of Covenant!

• Adonai—The God of Control!

There are compound names of God:!

• Jehovah Jireh—The Lord our Provider!

• Jehovah Shalom—The Lord our Peace!

• Jehovah Rohi—The Lord our Shepherd!

• Jehovah Nissi—The Lord our Banner!

• Jehovah Mekoddesh—The Lord our Sanctifier!



• Jehovah Rapha—The Lord our Healer!

• Jehovah Tsidkenu—The Lord our Righteousness!

• El Elyon—The Most High God!

• El Shaddai—The Lord God Almighty!

There is the incarnational name of God:!

• Immanuel—God with us!

• Jesus Christ—The Lord Saves, The Messiah!

Jesus Christ is Immanuel, God with us, God in human flesh.  He is the very 
representation and likeness of God, the express image of His person.  He took 
everything there is to know about God and put it on display as the complete revelation 
of God to humanity.  Scripture is replete with names and titles that belong to the Lord 
Jesus Christ:!

• Wonderful Counselor!

• Mighty God!

• Everlasting Father!

• Prince of Peace!

He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.  He is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the 
Bright Morning Star.  He is the Alpha and Omega, the First and Last, the Beginning and 
the End.!

There is no situation of circumstance in that you will ever face where there is not a 
sufficient name of God to meet you at your greatest point of need.  God has a name for 
each and every situation we find ourselves in.!

Proverbs 18:10 - “The name of the Lord is a strong tower.”!

2.  Keeps us from the MISUSE of God’s name!



“You shall not takes the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless who takes His name in vain.”!

We learn from this verse that God carefully guards His name and expects us to do the 
same.  His name is valuable and is not to be carelessly tossed about.  If you are familiar 
with Asian or even much African culture, you know that they take names much more 
seriously than we often do here in the West.!

Scottish pastor and author Derek Prime writes of an American missionary who was 
living and working among the Masai people in Tanzania who threw names about with 
much ease.  He had to learn that the Masai regarded this as very rude because in 
public and with strangers they didn’t use personal names.  Instead, they chose to use 
titles or designations.  One day, Masai man said to the missionary, “Do not throw my 
name about.  My name is important.  My name is me.  My name is for my friends.”!

This is essentially what the Lord God is saying here in this third commandment.  He 
forbids the misuse of His name, what the text refers to as “taking the name of the Lord 
your God in vain.”!

The word ‘take’ in Hebrew text literally means to lift up or to carry.  The commandment 
literally reads, “You shall not lift up the name of the Lord your God for nothingness.” !

The word ‘lift up’ had a technical meaning and was used in legal situations to refer to the 
taking of an oath.  When witnesses were called upon to give testimony, they would lift 
up their hand and swear by God’s name.  The term was also used in a broad sense for 
situations when people ‘lifted up’ God’s name on their lips.  His name was ‘lifted up’ in 
worship and whenever He was the subject of conversation.!

God encourages us to ‘lift up’ His name.  When we pray, we lift up His name.  When we 
worship, we lift up His name.  What He forbids here is lifting up His name in vain.!

“Vain” - empty of content; carries the idea of something that is void of meaning!



It means that we are not to use the name of God in a way that does not reflect what the 
name stands for and represents.  To take God’s name in vain is to treat it like it is 
worthless and common.!

Philip Rhyken - “The specific misuse that God has in mind is speaking about Him 
carelessly, thoughtlessly, and even flippantly, as if He didn’t matter or really didn’t exist 
at all.  God’s name has deep spiritual significance.  So to treat it like something 
worthless is profanity in the truest sense of the word.  It is to treat something holy and 
sacred as common and secular.  To dishonor God’s name in any way is to denigrate His 
holiness.  It is a way of saying that God Himself is worthless.”  !

There are at least three ways that God’s name is often used in a careless and flippant 
way.!

Profanity!

The name of God is always misused when it is reduced to nothing more than a curse 
word in the mouths of people.  What comes out of our mouths reveals what is on the 
inside of us.  Jesus said:!

Matthew 12:34 - “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”!

Matthew 15:18 - “But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart.”!

Luke 6:45 - “The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces 
good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the 
abundance of his heart his mouth speaks.”!

If love for God is what fills your heart, then it will show up in your speech and the way 
that you value the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Obedience to this third 
commandment will serve to distinguish those who know and love God from those who 
do not.!

Profanity saturates the speech of today’s society.  In everyday language, many people 
invoke God’s name as a curse on their frustration.  But even this shows us that we can 



never get away from God.  Why is it that they use God’s name as a curse word, and not 
someone else’s?  I believe that this proves the existence of God, showing that deep 
down people really know in their conscience that there is a God.  The sin of misusing 
His name is evidence of their rebellion against Him. !

God’s name should be kept as a precious jewel, not like a common stone to be cast into 
the mud.!

Presumption!

We misuse the name of God whenever we misrepresent Him or attach something to 
Him that is not true of Him.  Some in our day are using God’s name to advance their 
own agenda.!

Far too much gets attached to the name of God that has nothing to do with His truth or 
His holiness.  One wonders how sincere someone really is when they invoke God’s 
name.!

Stephen Carter, “God’s Name in Vain,” - “In truth, there is probably no country in the 
Western world where people use God’s name quite as much, or quite as publicly, or for 
quite as many purposes, as we Americans do—the Third Commandment not 
withstanding.  Few candidates for office are able to end their speeches without asking 
God to bless their audience, or nation, or the great work we are undertaking, but 
everybody is sure that the other side is insincere…Athletes thank God, often on 
television, after scoring the winning touchdown, because, like politicians, they think God 
is on their side…Everybody who wants to change America, and everybody who wants 
not to, understand the nation’s love affair with God’s name, which is what everybody 
invokes it.” !

Pretense!

There are other ways that we use God’s name in vain, but none more serious than 
insincerely invoking His name in half-hearted worship.  As we look at the landscape in 
the church today, we wonder whatever happened to the notion of God’s holiness.!



There seems to be so very little reverence and awe of God.  We have trivialized His 
name and trivialized the worship of God to such a degree that it is just another common 
thing we do.!

G. Campbell Morgan - “The profanity of the church is infinitely worse than the profanity 
of the street.  The blasphemy of the sanctuary is a far more insidious form of evil than 
the blasphemy of the slum.” !

Our worship must be with passion and purpose.  Otherwise, we are guilty of invoking 
God’s name in vain, emptying it of content.!

3.  Reminds us of the MAGNITUDE of God’s name!

“You shall not takes the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless who takes His name in vain.”!

This third commandment not only defines the meaning of God’s name and warns us 
against the misuse of God’s name, but it also reminds us of the magnitude and majesty 
of it.!

Psalm 8:1 - “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!”!

When we pray, Jesus taught us to hallow the name of God, which means to revere it 
and keep it precious in our thoughts and words.!

We dare not treat God as if He were a common thing!!

Psalm 86:11 - “Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth; unite my 
heart to fear Your name.”!

A powerful thing happens in our lives as believers when we fear the name of God and 
keep it holy.  In fact, the church that keeps the name of Jesus Christ precious to her and 
magnifies His name will have a powerful testimony.  We see this illustrated through an 
account that we read in the book of Acts.!

Paul came to Ephesus and spent two years there.!



Acts 19:11-20 - “And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 
so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried 
away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of 
them.  Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name 
of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, I adjure you by the 
Jesus whom Paul proclaims.  Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva 
were doing this.  But the evil spirit answered them, Jesus I know, and Paul I 
recognize, but who are you?  And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on 
them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that 
house naked and wounded.  And this became known to all the residents of 
Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks.  And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was extolled.  Also many of those who were now believers came, 
confessing and divulging their practices.  And a number of those who had 
practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of 
all.  And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand 
pieces of silver. So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail 
mightily.”!

Something powerful happens when the church truly engages in worship and magnifies 
the precious name of Jesus.!

The better you know a person, the more effectively you can use that person’s name in 
your life.  If you don’t know that person very well, then people can quickly pick up that 
you are just name-dropping when you speak of them.!

How much name-dropping goes on in the church today?!

Matthew 7:21-23 - “Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.  
On that day many will say to Me, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, 
and cast out demons in Your name, and do many mighty works in Your name?  
And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me, you workers of 
lawlessness.”!



How can I honor the name that is above every name?  Here are a couple of ways:!

• God’s name is precious, so guard it!

• God’s name is powerful, so declare it!

• God’s name is preeminent, so exalt it!

 


