
“Knowing the God We Worship” (part 3)!
Exodus 20:4-6!

In the 1500’s there lived a Japanese warlord whose name was Hideyoshi.  It is said that 
he commissioned the construction of a shrine in Kyoto, Japan, that included a massive 
statue of Buddha.  The shrine took more than 50,000 workers who worked on it for five 
straight years.  As the huge undertaking was nearing its completion, an earthquake 
struck that caused the statue to topple over and break apart.  In a fit of rage, Hideyoshi 
shot an arrow at the fallen statue and said, “I put you here at great expense, and you 
can’t even look after your own temple!”!

Whether this really happened or not, I don’t know.  But it does remind me of a true 
account that is recorded in Scripture, found in 1 Samuel 5.  That passage records the 
account of the ark of the covenant being captured by the Philistines who took it and 
placed it in the temple of Dagon, their god.  Early the next morning, the people found 
Dagon fallen face down on the ground before the ark of the Lord.  They took Dagon and 
put him back in his place.  The next morning, the same thing had happened, only this 
time Dagon was missing his head and his hands.!

No matter how much time, energy, effort, are put into idols, they will never be able to 
save those who worship them.!

Idols are worthless saviors.  The psalmist wrote:!

Psalm 115:1-8 - “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Your name give glory, for the 
sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!  Why should the nations say, 
Where is their God?  Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases.  
Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.  They have mouths, but 
do not speak; eyes, but do not see.  They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but 
do not smell.  They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; and they do 
not make a sound in their throat.  Those who make them become like them; so do 
all who trust in them.”!

They have mouths, but do not speak!



• Idols provide no PROMISES!

• The living God has given to us His Word with all its precious promises!

They have eyes, but do not see!

• Idols give no PROTECTION!

• The living God guides us with His all-seeing eyes; the eyes of the Lord are on the 
righteous!

They have ears, but do not hear!

• Idols answer no PETITION!

• The living God answers the prayer offered to Him in faith; He answered Elijah by fire 
on the altar!

They have noses, but do not smell!

• Idols recognize no PRAISE!

• The living God savors the sweet aroma of worship that we offer to Him!

They have hands, but do not touch!

• Idols possess no POWER!

• The living God is omnipotent and nothing is too difficult that he can’t handle!

They have feet, but do not walk!

• Idols offer no PRESENCE!

• The living God said that even when we walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, we fear no evil, for He will never leave us nor forsake us, for He is the One 
who said, Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age!



Then, listen to the ultimate folly of idol worship as the psalmist says, “Those who make 
the become like them, so do all who trust in them.”  They provide no life and no 
salvation. !

In the second commandment, God specifically forbids the worship of idols, carved 
images made from wood or stone, or images of created things worshiped rather than 
the Creator Himself.!

In the first commandment, God has revealed Himself to be the only true God, and we 
worship Him exclusively.  We are to have no other gods before Him.  The second 
commandment involves the way we worship God.  If the first commandment tells us 
who to worship, the second commandment tells us how to worship.  The first 
commandment teaches us that we are to worship the right God.  The second 
commandment says that we are not to worship the right God in the wrong way.!

It is not enough that we worship the correct God; we must worship the correct God 
correctly.!

The second commandment says that in no way are we to make any image of God, 
attach any idea to God, nor are we to worship God in any other way than He has 
commanded us in His Word.  God has revealed who He is and how we are to approach 
Him in worship.!

2.  God is Revealed—He is to be worshiped OBJECTIVELY!

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  
You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who hate Me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who 
love Me and keep My commandments.”!

We are not to make a carved or graven image of God, which means that we are not to 
worship Him any way that we please.  Our view of who God is and what God is like is to 



be formed by Scripture, not our own ideas.  Our worship must not be founded on 
subjective opinion, but upon objective truth.!

What is involved with this second commandment?  In these verses, we see a forbidden 
tendency in us, a forgot trait about God, and a foundational truth involving worship.!

A forbidden TENDENCY in us!

Man has an impulse within him to worship, and this is evidence that he has been 
created for this purpose.  No matter where you go in this world, you will find people 
engaged in some type of worship.  It is a predisposition that we have as human beings. !

A.W. Tozer - “Man was made to worship God.  God gave to man a harp and said, Here 
above all the creatures that I have made and created I have given you the largest harp.  
I put more strings on your instrument and I have given you a wider range than I have 
given to any other creature.  You can worship Me in a manner that no other creature 
can.  And when he sinned man took that instrument and threw it down in the mud and 
there is has lain for centuries, rusted, broken, unstrung; and man, instead of playing a 
harp like the angels and seeking worship God in all of his activities, is ego-centered and 
turns in on himself and sulks and swears and laughs and sings, but it’s all without joy 
and without worship.”!

We have been made for the purpose of worship.  Man was created in the image of God, 
the crowing point of creation, made a little lower than the angels.  The worship of God is 
what we have been made for.  This is our purpose, but we know that there is a problem.  
When sin entered the picture, the inclination to worship that we have as human beings 
has been corrupted, and this leads man to worship the wrong things in the wrong way.  
Man in his lostness still worships, but he no longer worships God.  He worships himself, 
he worships idols, and the works of his own hands.  What is this forbidden tendency that 
the second commandment addresses?!

It involves SHAPING carved images!



“Carved Image” - any likeness of God that is really a grotesque misrepresentation of 
the true nature and character of God !

The second commandment deals with the tendency that sinful people have to take 
objects that have been created by God and make gods out of them.!

A carved or graven image was something that had been crafted by a tool.  Whether it 
was carved from wood or chiseled from stone or engraved in metal, the idea here is that 
it was something that had been shaped by human hands.!

It was a man-made representation rather than a God-given revelation.  The key word is 
“image,” closely related to the word “imagination.”!

People often come up with their own concept of who they think God is and what God is 
like rather than letting God determine who He is and what He is like.!

It involves SERVING carved images!

God says, “Don’t bow down to them or serve them.”  God is forbidding both the creation 
and adoration of these carved images.!

Romans 1:18-25 - “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness 
suppress the truth.  For what can be known about God is plain to them, because 
God has shown it to them.  For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made.  So they are without excuse.  For 
although they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks to Him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 
things.  Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth 



about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.”!

Man allows his own subjective opinions determine how he worships rather than God’s 
objective truth.!

“Subjective” - based on or influenced by personal feelings, tastes, or opinions !

“Objective” - not influenced by personal feelings or opinions in considering and 
representing facts !

Very often, a person will not like a truth that is presented in Scripture, and so that 
person will then come up with their own idea of who God is what what God is like.  For 
instance, they might say, “My God would never confine someone to hell for all eternity.”  
Or, a person might say, “If you’re homosexual, that’s okay, because that’s the way God 
made you.”!

This is moral subjectivism, and it is the height of idolatry.!

When you get away from Scripture and come up with your own idea of who God is and 
what God is like, you always end up worshiping your own idea.!

Israel does this very thing in Exodus 32 with the golden calf.!

A forgotten TRAIT about God!

This second commandment shows us that God is jealous for our worship with a holy 
jealousy and will view everything that comes Him in our lives as a threat to His glory.!

“Jealous” - burning passion of God’s love; zealous nature !

It speaks of a holy jealousy that guards one’s rightful possession.  The most obvious 
example of this would be the love of a husband and wife.  No husband who truly loves 
his wife could ever endure seeing her in the embrace of another.!

God feels the same way about His people.  His commitment to us us total.  His love is 
exclusive, passionate, and intense.!



A foundational TRUTH involving worship!

In verses 5-6, God mentions two things about how He responds to those who reject Him 
as opposed to those who receive Him.  Those who reject Him and pursue their idols 
inherit misery, whereas those who receive Him as He as revealed Himself inherit mercy.  
Misery or mercy is the inheritance of the worshiper, and it is all tied to the object of your 
worship.!

The consequences of idolatry may last for generations.!

Some people come to verse 5 and have a problem.  They think, “Why would God visit 
the iniquity of the fathers on their children to the third and fourth generation?”!

Ezekiel 18:20 - “The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor the 
father suffer for the iniquity of the son.”!

God will not punish the innocent for another’s offense.  The only place He ever did that 
was at the cross, and even there Jesus became sin for us, taking our place.!

God is saying that children always pay the price for the idolatry of their parents.  One 
generation compromises its faith, turns its back on God, and the next generation grows 
up without Him.!

Alistair Begg - “All sin has a domino effect, and parents ought to ponder the 
punishment their children will face for their own sins, which they have learned from the 
sorry example of their parents.”!

How we worship and serve God will have an impact on our children and on our 
grandchildren and on our great grandchildren.  !

God says in verse 6, “I show steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me and 
keep My commandments.”  Idolatry brings misery, but obedience in our worship brings 
mercy.!

When worship becomes about you, this is the essence of idolatry, and the second 
commandment forbids this very thing.  God is jealous for our worship.  He has gone 



through great lengths to rescue and redeem us unto Himself, and He will not share His 
glory with another.!

In Charles Dickens’ novel, David Copperfield, a family lives by the sea in an old, 
abandoned boat.  The father figure, who is an aging, long-retired fisherman named Mr. 
Pegotty, has an adopted nephew and niece who live with him.  The niece is named 
Emily, and her uncle’s greatest aspiration is to see her married and happy with a fine 
young man.  But Emily has other ideas for her life.  She is taken in by a smooth-talking 
handsome man named James Steerforth who promises to marry her and show her all 
the great sights of the world if she’ll run away with him that night.  She does, but it soon 
become clear that he has no intention of marrying her, thereby seducing her and leaving 
her all alone.  Because of her actions, her name is ruined, and the name of her humble 
family is ruined as well.  In was understood in such situations that someone who 
messes up on this scale shouldn’t even think about going home.  Finding herself in dire 
straights, Emily turns to a sordid life of prostitution.  Her grief-stricken uncle understands 
the shame that she brought on the family, but it makes no difference to him.  He takes 
every penny to his name and leaves to search the world over for his long-lost niece.  If 
that takes the rest of his life, so be it.  He will visit every dark, seedy street corner in 
every town in Europe until he finds her, because his love for her is completely 
unaffected by what she has done.  He simply can’t stand to lose her.  So her searches 
for many years, until all his hair turns gray.  Finally he locates her in London and takes 
her to Australia where she can start afresh.  She can’t believe that he had come 
searching for her; she can’t believe anyone would care about her.  But he is happier 
than he has ever been, because his child has come home.!

The idols of the far country are often enticing, but they only lead to the pigpen.  I’m glad 
that there is a Father, whose love the prodigal has scorned and rejected, is nonetheless 
ready and willing to receive, forgive, and restore.  He is jealous for your worship, and He 
will not share you with an idol of any kind.!


