
“Encountering God Through Worship”!
Exodus 19:1-9!

When Franklin Roosevelt invited England's King George VI for a visit to the United 
States, the significance of the invitation did not go unnoticed.  No reigning British 
Monarch had ever set foot on American soil, not even in colonial times. Ever since 
America declared its independence from England in 1776, the United States and Great 
Britain often experienced tense relations, but Roosevelt's invitation to the King carried 
great significance in the history of Anglo-American relations, not only because of their 
colonial past, but more importantly, because it signified the dawn of a new era in 
American and British cooperation.!

With Europe poised on the brink of war, Franklin Roosevelt realized the necessity of 
fostering closer ties between the two democracies. Roosevelt believed so strongly in the 
need for cooperation that he pursued this change in foreign policy at the risk of losing 
domestic support from the very strong anti-British segments of the American electorate.  !

FDR planned every minute detail of the visit to ensure the King's success in winning 
over the sympathy and support of the American people. His efforts paid off because 
King George's visit to the United States became a key component in developing a 
stronger political and social alliance between the U.S. and Great Britain.!

Americans heartily welcomed England's royalty with thunderous applause as the King 
and Queen arrived in Washington on June 8, 1939.  Crowds of people lined the streets 
for a chance to glimpse the King and Queen as they traveled throughout the city.  In 
Washington, the couple was treated to all the formalities one would expect from a State 
Visit. There was an afternoon reception at the British Embassy, followed by a formal 
evening of dining and musical entertainment at the White House.!

On their second day, the King and Queen took in the sights of DC as they boarded the 
presidential yacht and sailed down the Potomac River to George Washington's Mount 
Vernon and then went to Arlington Cemetery to lay a wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier.!



After two days in Washington, the tone of the royal couple's visit transformed from 
formal to informal as they accompanied the Roosevelts to their home in Hyde Park, 
New York.!

FDR brought the couple to his new hilltop retreat, Top Cottage, on the eastern portion of 
his estate for an old-fashioned, American-style picnic.  Much to the chagrin of FDR's 
mother Sara Roosevelt, the King and Queen of England were served hot dogs on the 
front porch of the cottage.  The press made a great deal about the hotdogs as the picnic 
made the front page of the New York Times.  Historians look back on this event and 
refer to it as the Hot Dog Summit of 1939.  In history, this became known as the picnic 
that won the war because of the effect it had on bringing America and Great Britain 
together as allies to defeat Nazi Germany.!

This is a funny account from history, but I find here a fitting illustration of how we have 
trivialized the worship of God.  Our God is a King who is worth infinitely more than we 
have to offer Him, but I wonder if at times we half-heartedly offer Him nothing more than 
a warmed over “hotdog” of half-hearted worship when we ought to bring Him a four 
course meal of passionate worship.  We’ve lost the awe and wonder of God and it is 
time we regain it once more in our lives.!

Upon rescuing His people from their bondage, God leads them into the wilderness 
where He sustains them with bread from heaven and water from a rock.  They were to 
know that God is the sustainer of His people in the dry places of life.!

Exodus 20:2 - “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery.”!

God was bringing His people out of bondage so that He could bring them into blessing.  
This same principle is true of the redemption that we have in Jesus Christ.!

A.W. Tozer - “We are saved TO as well as saved FROM.” !

This passage records an encounter that Moses and the people of Israel had with God.  
God had brought His people out of Egypt for the purpose of worship.  He wanted them 



to know that they were His own special possession.  He affirms this through the 
covenant that He makes with them at Mount Sinai.  God had redeemed His people, and 
now claims them as His own and enter into a covenant relationship with them just as He 
had promised.!

What is remarkable about this passage is that God’s people heard God’s voice speaking 
to them personally.  He wants His people to have an encounter with Him so that they 
might come to know and adore Him.!

John MacArthur - “Acceptable worship demands that the true God be known.  Worship 
cannot occur where He is not believed in, adored, and obeyed.” !

I often wonder whether or not we truly make it our aim to know God in a personal and 
intimate way.  I can’t help but believe that many gather on Sunday to worship a God that 
they do not know.!

True worship is an encounter with the living God that changes the worshiper.  When a 
person has truly been in the presence of God, that person cannot remain the same.  
Worship changes us, and we always become like what we worship.!

We learn from this passage that encountering God through worship involves a mind that 
is informed by God’s truth, a will that is conformed to God’s desire, and a heart that is 
transformed through God’s presence.!

1.  A mind that is INFORMED by God’s truth!

“Israel encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to God.  The Lord called to 
him out of the mountain, saying, Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the 
people of Israel: You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore 
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself.  Now therefore, if you will indeed obey 
My voice and keep My covenant, you shall be My treasured possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.  These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”!



The Lord leads His people to Mount Sinai where He wants them to have an encounter 
with Him whereby He reveals to them His nature and character.  If they were to worship 
Him, their minds needed to be informed by His truth.!

God’s redemptive power!

God says, “You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I brought you out of 
Egypt with My mighty hand.”  Their salvation was by God’s power alone.!

God says that He bore His people on eagles’ wings and brought them to Himself.  
These words express not only their arrival at Sinai, but also the entering into covenant 
relationship or family relationship with the only true God.!

The truth of God’s power on behalf of His children ought to provoke worship and 
adoration of Him in our hearts.!

Psalm 9:1-2 - “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will recount all 
of Your wonderful deeds.  I will be glad and exult in You; I will sing praise to Your 
name, O Most High.”!

Psalm 18:46-48 - “The Lord lives, and blessed be my Rock, and exalted be the 
God of my salvation—the God who gave me vengeance and subdued peoples 
under me, who delivered me from my enemies; yes, You exalted me above those 
who rose against me; You rescued me from the man of violence.”!

This is the truth that Paul explains in Romans 8:31-39.  We worship God because of the 
power with which He has saved us and brought us to Himself through Jesus Christ.!

God’s redemptive purpose!

The Lord wanted His people to know that they had been redeemed by His power for a 
specific purpose.  He says, “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep 
My covenant, you shall be My treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth 
is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”!

God brings purpose and meaning to the lives of His people. !



Douglas Stuart points out how several important theological implications are seen in 
these promises:!

• Although God is Creator and Life Giver of all people, He announces here His 
intention to create a special people for Himself !

• The whole earth belongs to the One True God!

• God’s people were not to be a people to themselves, enjoying their special 
relationship from God and paying no attention to the rest of the world; rather, they 
were to represent Him to the rest of the world and attempt to bring the rest of the 
world to Him !

God’s redemptive purpose for His people has always included the nations.  Believers 
are saved to be salt and light.  I am redeemed for the purpose of witness and mission.!

1 Peter 2:9 - “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for His own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him 
who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”!

If worship doesn’t result in witness, then it is not real worship.  A true encounter with 
God always leads the worshiper to tell others about the greatness of God.  Perhaps the 
reason there is so little witness by the church is because there is so little worship in the 
church!!

2.  A will that is CONFORMED to God’s desire!

“So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these 
words that the Lord had commanded him.  All the people answered together and said, 
All that the Lord has spoken we will do.  And Moses reported the words of the people to 
the Lord.”!

A pattern is seen in these verses that will continue through the remaining chapters in 
Exodus.  Moses goes up the mountain to hear from God and comes down from the 
mountain to relay to the people God’s desire.  He functioned as a faithful prophet, 



making up nothing on his own but simply relaying verbatim what God had given him to 
speak.!

We surrender our lives to Him!

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant…”!

It was not enough for God’s people to simply hear God’s word; their will had to be 
surrendered to His will.  Obedience is the intended result of God’s Word.!

James 1:22 - “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves.”!

Dave Browning - “We are convinced that the gap holding back most believers is not 
the gap between what they know and what they don’t know.  It’s the gap between what 
they know and what they’re living.  Many Christians are educated beyond the level of 
their own obedience.” !

Worship involves knowing and doing the will of God.!

We find our identity in Him!

“…you shall be My treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is Mine.”!

Most of our problems in the church can be traced to an identity problem.  We simply do 
not know who we are in Christ.  This is the reason for much of our depression and 
constant longing for significance outside of ourselves.!

God says, “You are My treasured possession!”!

We are set apart for Him!

“…and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”!

Priests stand before God and man to help bring man closer to God and to help dispense 
God’s truth and holiness.  How did God intend for Israel to do this?!



• They would proclaim the truth of God and invite people from other nations to accept 
Him in faith by confessing Him and accepting His covenant!

• They were to be an example to the people of other nations who would see their holy 
beliefs and actions and thereby desire to know the God of Israel!

• They would intercede for the rest of the world by offering acceptable offerings to God 
and thereby bridge the distance between God and man!

• They would keep the promises of God and thereby preserve His spoken word by 
recording it as it had been revealed to them so the whole world could benefit from it!

Worship involves the surrender of my will to Christ, finding my identity in Christ, and 
being set apart for Christ.!

3.  A heart that is TRANSFORMED through God’s presence!

“And the Lord said to Moses, Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the 
people may hear when I speak with you, and may also believe you forever.”!

God tells Moses that He was about to descend on top of Mount Sinai where He would 
manifest His presence in a visible way and make His words audible so that the people 
could hear Him speak with their leader.  This would be an awe-inspiring and terrifying 
experience as God’s people learned that God’s presence is holy and more glorious than 
words can adequately express.  At the same time, it would also be a transforming 
experience for them.!

Preparation!

For the next two days, the people of Israel were to prepare themselves for the third day 
when God would manifest His presence on top of the mountain.!

Presentation!



On the morning of the third day, the Bible says that there was thunder and lightening 
and a very loud trumpet blast so that all the people in the camp trembled.  Moses brings 
the people out of the camp to the foot of the mountain.!

Exodus 19:18-20 - “Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the Lord 
descended on it in fire.  The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the 
whole mountain trembled greatly.  And as the should the trumpet grew louder and 
louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder.  The Lord came down on 
Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain.  And the Lord called Moses to the top of 
the mountain, and Moses went up.”!

What an awesome and fearful sight this must have been!!

God’s manifest presence is likened to fire in this passage.  This is seen in other places 
throughout the Bible as well.!

Hebrews 12:28-29 - “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with 
reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.”  !

God is glorious and our hearts ought to be filled with wonder in His presence.  What are 
the properties of fire?!

• fire consumes!

• fire brightens!

• fire refines!

• fire attracts!

• fire warms!

• fire spreads!

God wants His people to understand that He is holy.  The combination of washing 
themselves and changing their clothes, coupled with the fierce thunder and lightening 



and fire of God’s manifest presence instilled within His people the notion that this God is 
completely set apart.  As His people, they too were called to be set apart and different 
from the nations around them.!

God was teaching the people the distance between a holy God and sinful man, as well 
as the danger of merely rushing into His presence.  This truth is expanded throughout 
the Old Testament and seen in the Tabernacle and Temple system.!

The emphasis was always, “Keep your distance!”  Worship was always at a distance as 
God came to dwell with His people.!

The New Testament emphasizes the nearness of God.  Now, the invitation is, “Let us 
draw near!”  Worship is now nearness as God has come to dwell within His people.!

Hebrews 12:18-24 - “For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing 
fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a 
voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to 
them.  For they could not endure the order that was given, If even a beast touches 
the mountain, it shall be stoned.  Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses 
said, I tremble with fear.  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to 
God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant.”!

We have more reason to stand in awe of the glory and majesty of God because of the 
new covenant.  We are not standing at the base of the mountain; we are now in Christ 
at the top of the mountain!  God’s presence now indwells His new covenant people.!

Where is the wonder of God in the church today?!

I’m afraid that the modern worshiper comes to church and has all of the right tools in his 
tool chest, yet the emptiness and shallowness of his profession proves that he hasn’t 



had a real encounter with God in years.  We have great music, wonderful facilities, and 
a ton of resources at our disposal.  Yet our worship remains hollow.!

We are so caught up in the form of worship nowadays that we have forgotten about its 
force.  We spend exorbitant amounts of energy maintaining our traditions on one hand, 
or trying to be innovative on the other, yet all the while our hearts have become 
calloused to true wonder in the presence of God.  We selfishly burn the candle at both 
ends, living only for ourselves, and casually blow the smoke in God’s face thinking it is 
an appropriate sacrifice of worship.  To say it another way, we give God the “hotdogs” of 
half-hearted worship and keep the filet mignon for ourselves.!

We need a fresh encounter with the living God!!

• a mind that is INFORMED by God’s truth!

• a will that is CONFORMED to God’s desire!

• a heart that is TRANSFORMED through God’s presence!


