
“Embracing the Call to Discipleship”!
Matthew 4:18-25!

In March of 2006, there was a group of four friends who came together in a brainstorming 
session because they had an idea.  One of those in the group, Jack Dorsey, was undergraduate 
student at New York University, and he introduced the idea of an individual using an SMS 
service to communicate with a small group.  The original project code name for the service was 
given five letters—twttr, which eventually became referred to as Twitter, now a multi-billion 
dollar company with 4,000 employees.  Dorsey has explained the origin of the "Twitter" title:!

“...we came across the word 'twitter', and it was just perfect. The definition was 'a short burst of 
inconsequential information,' and 'chirps from birds'. And that's exactly what the product was.”!

The service rapidly gained worldwide popularity, with more than 100 million users posting 340 
million tweets a day in 2012.  As of May 2015, Twitter has more than 500 million users.  !

As a social network, Twitter revolves around the principle of following and gaining followers.  
Celebrities, politicians, and cultural icons usually have the most.  When you choose to follow 
another Twitter user, that user's tweets (which are no more than 140 characters) appear on your 
main Twitter page.  On Twitter, people can say whatever they want, just so long as it fits within 
140 characters.!

San Antonio-based market-research firm Pear Analytics analyzed 2,000 tweets (originating from 
the United States and in English) over a two-week period in August 2009 and separated them 
into six categories:!

• Pointless babble – 40%!

• Conversational – 38%!

• Pass-along value – 9%!

• Self-promotion – 6%!

• Spam – 4%!

• News – 4%!



CEO Jack Dorsey's own contention is that a message on Twitter is “a short burst of 
inconsequential information” from people you choose to follow.!

In our day, everyone follows someone.  Our culture is the Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
culture.  All of us have certain persons that we admire, respect, and desire to emulate in life.  
We pattern our lives after those who most influence us.  However, when Jesus calls us to follow 
Him, He’s looking for more than a status update or a friend request.  We follow Him, not for 
short bursts of inconsequential information, but because He is the only One worth living for.!

I believe that a reemphasis on what it means to be a true follower of Jesus Christ is what the 
church needs most in our generation.  One of the main reasons why the church has largely 
grown negligent in her mission of making disciples is because of a subtle non-discipleship 
Christianity that has crept in.  It is a contradiction of terms.!

When the church and the culture around us have the same value system and hold to the same 
unbiblical standards of morality, something has gone wrong in the church.  The world around us 
is lost, but the church should know better.!

Discipleship is what Jesus has called us to.!

I want to show you from this text of Scripture what the call of discipleship involves.  I believe that 
from these verses we can find a simple definition of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ.!

1.  Discipleship is a call to FOLLOW Jesus!

“And He said to them, ‘Follow Me…”!

The context of this passage shows us that it comes at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  After 
having successfully resisted the enemy’s temptation while in the wilderness, verse 12 says that 
Jesus withdrew into the regions of Galilee.  He began to preach, and His message was 
straightforward—“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”!

Verse 18 says that as He was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers—Simon and 
Andrew.  He calls them to drop what they were doing and to follow Him.  Walking on a bit 
further, He sees two other brothers—James and John who are in a boat just off shore with their 
father.  He calls them to follow, and they leave the boat, they leave their father, and they follow.  !



When He calls Peter, Andrew, James, and John, He is calling His first disciples.  In chapter 9, 
He calls Matthew.  By chapter 10, He has 12.!

John MacArthur - “When Jesus called those first disciples, He gathered together the first fish-
catching crew of His church.  They were the original band of evangelists He called to fulfill the 
Great Commission.  They were Jesus’ first partners in ministry.  He had the power and the right 
to accomplish the work of proclaiming the gospel by Himself.  But that was not His plan.  He 
could have done it alone, but He never intended to do it alone.” !

From the beginning of His ministry, Jesus determined to call disciples to follow Him, who would 
become like Him, and learn from Him, so that they could make other disciples.!

“Follow Me” - literally means to come here to Me; come after Me!

In each instance where Jesus calls on individuals to follow Him, He always uses the same word.!

• Peter and Andrew—“Follow Me.” (Matthew 4:19)!

• Matthew—“Follow Me.” (Matthew 9:9)!

• Philip—“Follow Me.” (John 1:43)!

Even to those who were superficial, like the rich young ruler, Jesus uses this same word.  It is a 
word of command in the present tense.!

It means to accompany someone, to be a disciple, and it is always used in the present tense by 
Jesus.  This means that He was not seeking a momentary following but rather a continuous, life-
long commitment to Him.!

The word was a military term that carried the idea of falling in line.!

When Jesus invited a person to follow Him, He did not want the emotion of a moment’s feeling 
of guilt, fear, or simply a desire for a better life.  To follow Him involved a carefully thought out 
lifetime of commitment to Him as Lord.!

It is surrender and obedience that He is looking for.  Notice:!

Jesus calls very ordinary people to be His disciples.  These men were fishermen, not religious 
scholars.  They were common, everyday men, not very high up on the social class ladder.!



Jesus clarifies the terms of discipleship on the front end.  He doesn’t hide the details of His 
expectations.  This does not mean, however, that He gives them every single detail about the 
rest of their lives.!

Jesus compels His disciples to learn from Him and do what He does.  After three and a half 
years of following Him up close, these disciples become eyewitnesses of His death and 
resurrection.  They are given His Spirit and set out to live like Him and do what He did.!

Discipleship involves a disruption to your plans.  When Jesus passes by these men, they are 
confronted with the choice to remain where they are or drop everything else and follow Him.  To 
be His disciple is to submit to Him and pattern your life after Him.!

It is not a call to simply listen to sermons.  It is not a call to simply go to church.  It is not a call to 
simply have a weekly experience.!

Involves the call to be saved!

Discipleship begins with a call to come to Christ.  That call comes when the Holy Spirit convicts 
a person inwardly, showing that person their need for the saving grace of God.  Those who 
respond to the Spirit’s invitation and believe the message of Jesus are saved.  Paul tells us in 
Romans 10 that faith comes by hearing the Word of God.!

The Spirit of God calls men and women to salvation through the faithful and powerful word of 
the gospel.  Those who believe are saved.  The name that we give to this is conversion.  A 
person is converted when they turn from their sin and place their faith in Jesus Christ.  Of 
course, this is only the beginning.  Conversion is the starting point of discipleship, not the ending 
point.  In many ways, we have made conversion the end, resulting in a weak church.!

The Great Commission establishes this.  As Christ’s disciples, we are to go into all the world 
and make disciples.  This means we proclaim the news of His death and resurrection, we 
preach repentance and faith, and we call people to surrender their lives to Jesus.!

Involves the call to be baptized!

Can a person be a disciple and not be baptized?  That’s the wrong question to ask.  Instead, a 
better question to as is, “Can a person remain disobedient to Jesus and still be His disciple?”!

To refuse to submit to baptism is to remain disobedient.  !



It is faith that saves a person, but true faith is always proven through a life of obedience, and the 
first simple step of obedience is believer’s baptism.!

Involves the call to be taught and be in relationship with others!

Discipleship involves a call to salvation and sanctification.  Jesus changes those who come to 
Him in obedient faith.  They become His disciples.  Jesus calls His followers to take His yoke 
upon them and to learn from Him, for His yoke is easy and His burden is light.!

This best occurs in the context of a discipling relationship.!

Involves the call to be on mission!

Every disciple is to participate in the mission.  Participating in the mission of God to reach 
people and make disciples is not an optional part, but an essential part of our discipleship.  
Jesus wanted these men to be on mission with Him.  They were to follow Him so that they could 
become fishers of men.!

2.  Discipleship is a call to FORSAKE one’s own life!

“Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.”!

Jesus gave these young men no room for excuses.  He didn’t tell them to pray about following 
Him.  He calls on them to abandon their life and follow Him.  Notice that when He calls, they 
immediately obey. !

When we read the gospels, nowhere will we find where Jesus tried to minimize the cost or come 
up with a catch phrase to talk people into following Him.  In fact, Jesus did the exact opposite.  
He didn’t try to market or sell His product to anyone.  He didn’t try to sweet talk people into 
being His disciple. !

Jesus was always upfront and honest about the cost involved in being His disciple. For 
instance, we find where Jesus said:!

Following Him will cost you personal comforts.!

Luke 9:57-58 - “Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to 
Him, Lord, I will follow You wherever You go. And Jesus said to him, Foxes have holes 
and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”!



Following Him will cost you prized possessions.!

Luke 9:59-60 - “Then He said to another, Follow Me. But he said, Lord, let me first go and 
bury my father. Jesus said to him, Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and 
preach the kingdom of God.”!

Following Him will cost you popular approval.!

Luke 9:61-62 - “And another also said, Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid 
them farewell who are at my house. But Jesus said to him, No one, having put his hand 
to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”!

To be His disciple means to abandon yourself to Him as Lord.!

If this were not true, then Jesus would have accepted any response to Him as legitimate.  If the 
end result were simply one-time decisions, Jesus would have gladly embraced superficial 
people.  Instead, He chose to put up barriers that divided the superficial from the surrendered, 
barriers that separated those who wanted cheap grace from those who were willing to truly 
submit to Him as Lord.!

John Stott - “The Christian landscape is strewn with the wreckage of derelict, half-built towers
—the ruins of those who began to build and were unable to finish.  For thousands of people still 
ignore Christ’s warning and undertake to follow Him without pausing to reflect on the cost of 
doing so.  The result is the great scandal of Christendom today, so-called ‘nominal Christianity.’  
In countries to which Christian civilization has spread, large numbers of people have covered 
themselves with a decent, but thin, veneer of Christianity.  They have allowed themselves to 
become somewhat involved; enough to be respectable but no enough to be uncomfortable.  
Their religion is a great, soft cushion.  It protects them from the hard unpleasantness of life, 
while changing its place and shape to suit their convenience.  No wonder the cynics speak of 
hypocrites in the church and dismiss religion as escapism.”!

3.  Discipleship is a call to be FORMED by Jesus!

“Follow Me, and I will make you…”!

Jesus calls these ordinary fishermen to follow Him.  Sometimes, I wonder if we have over-
romanticized the biblical portrait of these first disciples.  We tend to elevate these men to a class 



above us.  These men were the original twelve, a spiritually elite group in our estimate.  Of 
course, reality is that these men were anything but perfect when Jesus called them to follow 
Him.  They were imperfect men.!

What kind of men were these first disciples?!

• they had little education!

• they showed little spiritual perception!

• they were not religious leaders!

• they were often selfish and self-centered!

• they were not very dependable!

Yet these are the men that Jesus called to be His disciples.  His calling was not predicated upon 
their goodness, but upon His grace.!

Jesus tells these men that in following Him, He would do something in their life that they could 
not do.  His purpose for them is for them to be changed by His power so that they could 
participate in His mission.!

Discipleship is the ongoing process of growth in the life of a Christ follower.  The Christian life is 
more a matter of me dying to myself than it is of me trying harder.  It is relying upon the Spirit of 
Christ who lives in me to make me more like Himself.!

Sanctification is the process by which I am being changed by the power of the Holy Spirit who is 
progressively making me more like Jesus.  The longer a person is saved, the more that person 
should look like God’s Son.  A stagnant Christian is a walking contradiction.!

This is primarily the work of God’s Spirit, but it also involves my will.  There can be no disciple 
and discipleship apart from discipline.  !

Philippians 2:12-13 - “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God 
who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.”!

To become fully devoted followers of Jesus, there must be personal discipline that relies upon 
the power of the Holy Spirit:!



• Knowing God’s Word doesn’t happen apart from studying God’s Word!

• You can’t learn to pray apart from spending time in prayer!

• Leading people to Christ doesn’t happen apart from faithfully sharing the gospel !

It is only through obedience and daily reliance upon God’s Spirit that you and I become mature 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  Jesus tells these first disciples that He has a goal in mind with their 
life.!

Becoming like Jesus involves at least six areas of transformation:!

• transformed mind!

• transformed character!

• transformed habits!

• transformed service!

• transformed relationships!

• transformed influence!

As His disciples take on more of His character and likeness, they will be more involved in His 
mission.  They will live like He lived, love like He loved, and do what He did.  What is the 
ultimate goal?  !

4.  Discipleship is a call to FISH for other people!

“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”!

These men would follow Jesus and be changed by Jesus in order for them to be on mission with 
Jesus.  Maturity would come only when these transformed disciples were making other 
disciples.  This is not so much a command as it is a promise.  !

As they take on more of their Master’s character, they will be more involved in their Master’s 
mission—making disciples who make disciples.!

I read where the great evangelist D.L. Moody once told the story of a ship that was coming into 
the Cleveland harbor on Lake Erie on a stormy night.  The harbor had two sets of light to guide 



incoming vessels.  One set was high on the bluff above the harbor and could be seen for many 
miles.  The other set was down near the coastline and was used to guide the ships through the 
rocks as they came nearer to port.  On that particular night, the wind and rain had extinguished 
the lower lights, and the pilot suggested they stay out on the lake until daylight.  The captain, 
however, was afraid of the ship’s being destroyed by the storm and decided to risk making the 
harbor.  But without the lower lights to guide it, the ship was wrecked on the rocks, and many of 
the men drowned.  In applying that story to fishing for men, Moody said, “The upper lights in 
heaven are burning brightly as ever.  But what about the lower lights?”!

Some of the hard funerals that I have had to preach as a pastor have been those of people who 
knowingly and willingly died in their sins.  Those are very hard, make no mistake.  How tragic it 
is when people die without Christ!  Yet perhaps even more difficult are those funerals of men 
and women who claimed to be Christians, but there was no fruit and no evidence of discipleship 
in their life.!

Jesus never meant for His followers to make the basis of their faith a prayer; the basis of our 
faith is Christ Himself, and such a faith is authenticated by a life of obedience.!

Repentance, faith, and a life of obedience to Jesus Christ—this is evidence of discipleship.  
When we lose discipleship, we lose vibrant Christianity and reduce it to nothing more than 
church attendance, if that.  Do you know what God’s will for your life is?  God’s will for your life 
is for you look, think, and act like His Son.  In a day when everyone is following someone, who 
are you following?  Conformity to Jesus Christ is what God desires for me and you.!

Take my life and let it be  
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in endless praise.!

Take my hands and let them move  
At the impulse of Thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be  
Swift and beautiful for Thee.!

Take my voice and let me sing, 
Always, only for my King. 



Take my lips and let them be  
Filled with messages from Thee.!

Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use  

Every pow’r as Thou shalt choose.!

Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne.!

Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself and I will be  
Ever, only, all for Thee.


