
“A Model for Prayer” (part 3)!
Matthew 6:5-13!

The Lord’s Prayer has been the subject of our study over the last couple of weeks.  Though not 
a long prayer, it is the perfect prayer.  It consists of roughly 70 words or so.  The Gettysburg 
Address is made up of 286 words.  The Declaration of Independence is comprised of 1,322 
words.  The Affordable Care Act consists of 11,588,500 words.  These stats suggest a 
fascinating principle—the wiser and more profound the idea to be expressed, the fewer words 
are needed to express it.  !

The words found in this passage have been called the Lord’s Prayer throughout church history 
because they are a pattern for prayer that Jesus gave to His disciples.  It is a model for us to 
use as we enter the classroom of prayer as Christ’s followers.  Disciples have much to learn, but 
there is no greater lesson than learning how to pray.  !

Here in these verses, Jesus takes some of the most remarkable and transformational truths 
about prayer and teaches them in such a way that even a child can understand.  If we could 
grasp these truths that Jesus captures in just a few words, it would radically change our lives 
and the way we enjoy fellowship with God.!

There have been so many books written on the subject of prayer that you could fill a library with 
them.  While many of these volumes are certainly helpful, no one ever learns how to pray 
without praying.  That is why the Lord’s Prayer is so important.  It is within these verses in the 
Sermon on the Mount that we find several principles of prayer that will assist us in our 
understanding of what true prayer is and how we should structure our prayer lives.!

The first principle is found in verse 9, which shows us that true prayer involves the 
PATERNITY of God.  God is the heavenly Father of believers.  This means that a relationship 
must be in place first before prayer will ever be effective.  Only those who know Jesus Christ as 
Savior have God as their Father.!

Understanding this as believers will transform the way we pray.!

Ray Stedman - “Authentic prayer is an intimate conversation with the Father—the God who 
possesses a Father’s heart, a Father’s love, a Father’s strength, and a Father’s concern for the 
best interests of His children.”!



From a father, a child can expect a reply because he is interested in what he or she has to say.  
The point that Jesus makes here in this passage is that God, being a loving Father, can be 
expected to hear and respond to our pleas. !

The second principle for prayer is also found in verse 9.  Prayer involves PRAISE and 
worship.  It is a means through which we express loving adoration of God and experience close 
fellowship with Him.  We are to “hallow” His name, which simply means we set it apart as holy 
and precious in our hearts.  When we pray, “Hallowed be Your name,” we sanctify or set apart 
God’s name as out of the ordinary, sacred, worthy of high honor and adoration.  This is a matter 
of primary importance when we come to God in prayer.!

Christ’s disciples are consumed with the glory of His name.!

Psalm 115:1 - “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Your name give glory, for the sake of 
your steadfast love and Your faithfulness!”!

Fellowship with God is more important than anything we attempt to do for God.  In fact, our 
attempts to do things for God will fail miserably when we have not been with Him in secret.!

There is a third principle for prayer that Jesus teaches His disciples.  Not only is prayer a matter 
of relationship and a matter of worship, but notice He says in verse 10 it is a matter of 
citizenship:!

3.  Prayer involves PRIORITIES that are kingdom-focused!

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.”!

It is this first phrase found in verse 10, “Your kingdom come,” that expresses the hope of the 
believer.  We live in a world of sin and darkness.  We experience setbacks and hardships, loss 
and separation.  As God’s children, we long for God’s kingdom.  This phrase can be literally 
read, “Let Your kingdom come now.”  Ours is a kingdom hope that includes both the present as 
well as the future.!

The worship of God and the mission of God are to be our primary concerns when we come 
before Him in prayer and devotion.  As kingdom citizens, we are concerned about the kingdom 
of God more than anything else.  !



What are the priorities of kingdom-focused prayer?  To begin with:!

We pray for the ADVANCEMENT of God’s Kingdom!

Jesus says we should pray, “Your kingdom come.”!

The history of humanity has been the search for the perfect King and the establishment of the 
perfect kingdom.!

The empires of Greece, Rome, and others have come and gone.  History tips its hat to men like 
Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, and Napolean Bonaparte, men who were conquerors who 
set out on a quest to usher in their own kingdoms.  Ian Mortimer wrote a book several years ago 
that he entitled, “The Perfect King.”  The book is a study of the life of Edward III, the king of 
England who ruled from 1327-1377, a reign of more than 50 years.  For centuries, Edward III 
was celebrated as the greatest king England had ever had, and three hundred years after his 
death it was said that his kingship was perhaps the greatest that the world had ever known.!

Mortimer writes that Edward did more than any other monarch before or since to create the 
English nation as we know it today.  Under him the feudal kingdom of England became a highly 
organized and sophisticated nation, capable of raising large revenues and without question the 
most important military nation in Europe.  Under his rule England itself experienced its longest 
period of domestic peace in the middle ages, giving rise to a massive increase of the nation's 
wealth through the wool trade, with huge consequences for society, art and architecture.  It is 
also to Edward that modern Brits owe their system of parliamentary representation, their 
national flag, and the English language as the tongue of the nation.!

Yet by and large, nobody but historians remember Edward.  That’s because the kingdoms that 
man has built for himself are temporary.  They come and go like the tide.  Like sandcastles that 
children build on the beach, they are here in the morning, but leveled by dusk.  The very best of 
man’s kingdoms pale in comparison to the kingdom of God.  His kingdom is a lasting kingdom, 
one that is truly ruled by the perfect King.!

Psalm 2:6-8 - “As for Me, I have set My King on Zion, my holy hill.  I will tell of the decree: 
The Lord said to Me, You are My Son; today I have begotten You.  Ask of Me, and I will 
make the nations Your heritage, and the ends of the earth Your possession.” !



Jesus says that the kingdom of God should be our first priority when we come to God in prayer.  
We make it our foremost priority in prayer because it is our foremost priority in life as Christ’s 
disciples.!

Matthew 6:33 - “Seek first the kingdom of God.”!

“Kingdom” - speaks of sovereignty and dominion!

Scripture has much to say about the kingdom of God.  What is the kingdom that Jesus is 
referring to?  The kingdom is simply the reign of the King.  When we pray, “Your kingdom come,” 
we are praying for God’s rule through Christ’s enthronement to come, for His glorious reign on 
earth to begin.  The kingdom is seen in three ways.!

To begin with, Jesus said that the kingdom of God is within the hearts of those who trust in Him.  
Thus, when we pray for His kingdom to come, it is an evangelistic prayer concern, for the 
kingdom of God in one’s life begins when they confess their sin, repent, and believe the gospel 
of the kingdom. !

Luke 17:20-21 - “Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
would come, He answered them and said, The kingdom of God does not come with 
observation; nor will they say, See here! or See there!  For indeed, the kingdom of God is 
within you.” !

The kingdom is within us as believers.  When we pray, “Your kingdom come,” we are affirming 
the rule of God in our hearts and lives.  The kingdom is also around us to a small degree.  The 
church gives us a glimmer of what the kingdom looks like.  When we come together as brothers 
and sisters in the faith, we experience a little taste of the kingdom as we live out kingdom 
principles in the midst of a decadent culture around us.!

The kingdom is within us, around us, and yet it is also before us.  There is a day coming in the 
future when the trumpet will sound and the King will return to put down all rebellion and will 
establish His reign upon the earth.!

Warren Wiersbe - “Praying ‘Your kingdom come’ involves more than simply uttering three 
words.  It demands the obedience and dedication of our entire being to Jesus as we eagerly 
anticipate seeing Him!”!



His kingdom is not simply our destination—it is our motivation.  The kingdom of God is to be the 
believer’s constant preoccupation, and prayer is our weapon for its advancement.  The truth that 
Jesus Christ is the exalted King is what motivates His disciples to participate in the mission of 
declaring the gospel and making disciples.!

David Brainerd was a missionary to the Native Americans of New Jersey in the 1700’s.  He died 
at the age of 29, and seven days before his death, he spoke about his longing for the kingdom 
of God in the world.  Listen to the last words he wrote in his diary:!

David Brainerd - “Friday, October 2.  My soul was this day, at turns, sweetly set on God.  I 
longed to be with Him that I might behold His glory…O, that His kingdom might come in the 
world; that they might all love and glorify Him for what He is in Himself; and that the blessed 
Redeemer might see the travail of His soul, and be satisfied.  O, come Lord Jesus, come 
quickly!  Amen.”!

The absence of such a passion for the King and His kingdom is the cause of our missionary 
weakness in the church today.  It is the cause for our lack witness and lack of baptisms.  We’re 
not baptizing new believers because we’ve lost our passion for the King and His kingdom.!

If you’ve lost this passion, regaining it begins by praying, “Your kingdom come!”  But be 
forewarned—those who pray and live their lives for the advancement of God’s kingdom must be 
prepared for an all out war.!

Prayer is a means of engaging in kingdom conflict.  There are two kingdoms that are in conflict 
with each other.  The present kingdom that is in operation right now in the world doesn’t like the 
one that is coming!!

Ephesians 2:2 - “…in which you once walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience.”!

The system that is presently in place in the world is dominated by demons.  Satan is the ruler of 
the world system around us.!

Ephesians 6:12 - “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”!



Satan is described in Scripture as the ruler of the fallen world system who has blinded the minds 
of people, keeping them from believing the gospel of Christ’s kingdom.!

John MacArthur - “The greatest opposition to Christ’s kingdom, and the greatest opposition to 
Christian living, is the kingdom of this present world, which Satan rules.  The essence of Satan’s 
kingdom is opposition to God’s kingdom and God’s people.”!

We pray with the ATTITUDE of God’s Kingdom!

Jesus says we pray with the attitude in mind, “Your will be done.”  This is the sovereign rule of 
the kingdom.  God’s will is superior to my will.!

• Your kingdom come—this involves our conversion to the faith!

• Your will be done—this involves our commitment in the faith!

Robert Law - “Prayer is a mighty instrument, not for getting man’s will done in heaven, but for 
getting God’s will done on earth.” !

What does Scripture mean when it speaks of the will of God?  The will of God is simply God’s 
intentions.  It is what He purposes, what He plans, and what He wants to be done.!

This is how Jesus Himself prayed on the night of His betrayal and arrest in the garden of 
Gethsemane.  He demonstrates submission to the will of His Father: !

Matthew 26:39 - “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup be taken from Me.  Yet not as I 
will, but as You will.”!

The reason that much of our praying is without power and effectiveness has to do with the 
attitude in which we approach the throne of God.  All too often our attitude is one of selfishness 
in which we assert our own will rather than one of submission to God’s will.!

James 4:3 - “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, 
that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”!

The attitude of the kingdom is one in which we are more interested in doing God’s will than our 
own will.  Richard Baxter, the Puritan pastor and writer, understood this truth.  Whenever he was 
asked to sign one of the books he had written, he would also include the inscription:!



“Lord, what Thou wilt, where Thou wilt, and when Thou wilt.”!

In other words, he was simply saying, “Lord, whatever You want, wherever You want it, and 
whenever You want it, that’s what I want.”  This is the attitude of the kingdom that Jesus tells us 
to pray with.  It is a picture of total surrender to do the will of God.  !

We are to pray, “Your will be done.”  In order for this to be our attitude, we must surrender our 
own will.  There is no place for self-will when it comes to doing God’s will.  This means that we 
make it our aim to seek God’s heart and discern His will in our lives.  !

How can we know the will of God?!

George Mueller - “I never remember a period that I ever sincerely and patiently sought to know 
the will of God by the teaching of the Holy Ghost, through the instrumentality of the Word of 
God, but I have been always directed rightly.  But if honesty of heart and uprightness before 
God was lacking, or if I did not patently wait upon God for instruction, or if I preferred the 
counsel of my fellow men to the declarations of the Word of the living God, I made great 
mistakes.” !

Mueller followed six basic steps to discern the will of God:!

1. I seek at the beginning to get my heart into such a state that it has no will of its own in 
regard to a given matter.!

2. Having done this, I do not leave the result to feeling or simple impression.  If so, I make 
myself liable to great delusions.!

3. I seek the will of the Spirit of God through, or in connection with, the Word of God.  The 
Spirit and the Word must be combined.  If I look to the Spirit alone without the Word, I lay 
myself open to great delusions also.  If the Holy Ghost guides us at all, He will do it 
according to the Scriptures and never contrary to them.!

4. Next I take into account providential circumstances.  These often plainly indicate God’s will 
in connection with His Word and Spirit.!

5. I ask God in prayer to reveal His will to me aright.!



6. Thus, through prayer to God, the study of the Word, and reflection, I come to deliberate 
judgment according to the best of my ability and knowledge, and if my mind is thus at peace, 
and continues so after two or three more petitions, I proceed accordingly.!

God’s will for your life will never contradict God’s Word.  There are plenty of statements in the 
Bible that plainly declare God’s will for your life in a general sense.  God’s will involves saving 
those who repent of their sin and believe the gospel of Jesus Christ.  God desires for you to 
know His Son.!

1 Timothy 2:4 - “…who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth.”!

2 Peter 3:9 - “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 
but is long-suffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance.”!

Not only does God desire your salvation, but He also desires your sanctification.  He wants you 
to look like Christ.!

1 Thessalonians 4:3 - “For this is the will of God, your sanctification.”!

If God desires the worship of the world and longs to see humanity submit their lives to His Son, 
should this not be our primary concern as well?  As the church, we should long to see men and 
women enthrone Christ in their hearts.  This is the will of God for us.!

We pray in the AMBITION of God’s Kingdom!

Jesus says we are to pray, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  
Our work as Christ’s disciples is not complete until the arrival of Christ’s kingdom in its entirety 
here on earth.  Our ambition is to see His will being carried out on earth just as it is in heaven.!

How is God’s will done in heaven?!

• without delay!

• without excuses!

• without resistance!



All of heaven does the will of God immediately, unconditionally, and joyfully.  The angels in 
heaven do the will of God because they recognize they have been commanded by the King of 
the universe.!

Andrew Murray - “In heaven God’s will is done, and the Master teaches the child to ask that 
His will may be done on earth just as in heaven: in the spirit of adoring submission and ready 
obedience…where faith has accepted the Father’s love, obedience accepts the Father’s will.” !

As disciples who live Christ-centered, kingdom-focused lives, our number one ambition in life 
ought to be to do the will of God no matter what, just as it is done in heaven.!

More than 100 years ago, D.L. Moody was in Ireland listening to a preacher named Henry 
Barley.  In his sermon, Barley said, “The world has yet to see what God can do with and for and 
through a man who is fully and wholly consecrated to Him.”  Moody later said that something 
turned on in his heart that day.  A little more than five years later, he was sitting up in the 
balcony of the Metropolitan Tabernacle in London, where Charles Spurgeon was pastor.  The 
words of Henry Barley came back to him.  There in the balcony of that great church, D.L. Moody 
bowed his head and said, “Lord, if there were ever a man who would commit himself to such a 
way, here’s my life.”  He went out from there and was used of God in a mighty way.!

What would it do to the atmosphere of our homes if we made it our ambition to do the will of 
God in our homes as it is done in heaven?  !

• our personal lives!

• relationships!

• in the church!

When we pray, kingdom-focused priorities must be at the top of our list.  The coming of God’s 
kingdom and the doing of God’s will must be foremost in our hearts as Christ’s disciples.


